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Water negotiations at standstill

■ /• _, Fugate. Still, Fugate himself said he had a cou-

Fate OJ Weil property JUZZy ple of questiOns he wanted to ask Fumero.
Pomeroy and Fumero met with David Still,
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Pomeroy and Fumero met with David Still,

By MARK SCOHIER executive director of SRWMD, on June 22,
news2@chieflanddtizen.coin acording Steve Minnis, director of government

Chiefland Mayor Teal Pomeroy told the com- ^^s wito SRWMD.

mission at Monday night's meeting that negotia- yi^s said the meeting went nowhere. Still
tions with the Suwannee River Water would not agree to the lease-or-purchase of the

Management District over the fate of acreage land, Minnis said.

surrounding Chiefland's new well . <jtands nOW As for me fate °f ^ Prop<?rty>
head were going nowhere. As ll StanflS n0W' details are sketchy. The Nature

"As it stands now," he said, we're leaving it Coast Regional Water Authority

"we're leaving it with them to do -^ them to ^O recentiy released a draft version of
what they like. That's the answer „ „ a study that includes the property

that I have for this commission." What they 11KC as one of its options for a potential

Commissioner Rollin Hudson _ |y|ayor T.ea| Pomeroy well site. But engineers from three
told Pomeroy, "I think you need to separate firms working on the

let the water management (district), let them han- ^^ gaid a wdl at me property in question was

die what they need to handle." omy one of about two dozen options for Water
At the commission meeting on June 14, sourcing m^ wastewater handhng being;eonsid-

Pomeroy asked if the commission would ered ^g comments came at an Authority work-

approve hiring an attorney, John Fumero, to rep- shop Qn June 24 at me Fanning Springs City
resent the pity's interests regarding the 122 acres RaU

that surround Chiefland's 33-acre well site. The (<At M$ ^^ we.re just sort of explormg aU

city commission, wanting answers about the fate ^ different options," Jason Shepler, of Mittauer

of the property and a lease-or-purchase option on ^ Associates jnc., said. A final report will not

it, voted 4-1 in favor of hiring Fumero. be ready until September, he said.
Hudson voted against it and questioned the ^ Qmy Qne option It may never come to

mayor's suggestion that Fumero, charging $250 fruition at all,» he said.
an hour could do more than City Attorney Norm inms who attended the workshop,

See WATER 14A

Continuedfrom 1A

addressed a question from

the audience about whether

NCRWA's potential use of

the well site would affect the

water needed by the pro

posed hospital in Chiefland-

a reason Pomeroy recently

offered as justification for

not wanting a second well on

the property.

"Quantities needed for a

hospital are already allotted

for in what Chiefland will

need," Minnis said.

The water authority or the

water district could poten

tially sink a well on the 122-

acre site, and it would not

affect how much water the

city is permitted to draw, he

said.

"At Suwannee River

Water Management District,

we have a mission to make

sure all existing users are

protected."

After the workshop,

Fanning Springs Mayor

after Chiefland refused to

give Fanning Springs a "seat

at the table," she said.

Chien'and wanted full con

trol. .

Nikola said NCRW.Ais

going to be an important fac

tor leading to the protection

of drinking water.

"Yes, it's another layer of

power," she said "But it's

also another layer of protec

tion."

The last two workshops

on the NCRWA water and

wastewater feasibility study

are scheduled for this

evening in the Town of Bell

and the City of Trenton. The

Bell workshop is at 6 p.m. at

the Town Hall. The Trenton

meeting is at 7:30 p.m. and

will be held at the Trenton

Community Center. The

workshops are intended to

receive input from the com

munity.

ed it known that it was the

City of Fanning Springs that

backed out of dealing with

Chiefland at the outset of

NCRWA's creation.

Pomeroy maintains that

Chiefland, willing to supply

water to Fanning Springs,

backed out when other coun

ties , and municipalities

became included in the deal.

Nikola said, "They had no

qualms about selling water

to Fanning Springs."

Fanning Springs backed

out of its dealings with

Chiefland on the matter only
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Buchanan honored for 20 years of service at SRWiyiD
Submitted

LIVE OAK, FL; June 9,

2010 - Paul Buchanan, of

the Suwanne.e Riyer Wa

ter Management District

(District), was recently

honored for 20 years of

outstanding service. Dis

trict Director of Mission

Support Melanie Roberts

and District Governing

Board Chairman Don

Quincey congratulated^

BucHanaja at a governing
board meeting June 8. .

, Buchanan has worked

at the Districtsince April

1990. His current posi

tion is geographic infor

mation systems program

coordinator. Iii this ca

pacity, his responsibili

ties include overall ad

ministration of geo

graphic information sys

tems (GIS) activities,

such, as spatial data

analysis, map produc

tion and GIS data stor

age management. He is

also involved in the Dis

trict's global positional

" system activities, as well

as the digital processing

of digital aerial photog

raphy, satellite imagery

and LiDAR data.

Buchanan graduated

from the" University of

-South Alabama in 1987

with a B.S. degree in ge

ography. In 1990 he rer

ceived an M.S. degree

from the University of

South Carolina in geog

raphy with an emphasis

in GIS and remote sens

ing- ;
Buchanan has met the

standards and require

ments as established by

' the GIS Certification In-
stitiite. for a certified ge- ^aul'BupKanahVthe; District's GIS program coordinator, was recently honoredfor 20 years

ograpriic ^iformation of outstaiidirtg service. Governing Board Chairman Don Quincey, far left, and the District's
systems professional. He Mission Support Director Melanie Roberts presents an award to Buchanan at a governing
is also a certified flood- board meeting June 8. Photo submitted ■',.,■';.•:■■

plain manager. \Jv,
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response

Submitted The District's Govern-
LIVE OAK, FL, June 10, ing Board approved the

2010 - The Suwannee order and resolution at a

River Water Manage- boardmeetingJune8.For
ment District (District) more information about

has issued an emergency the emergency order call
order in response to the Jon Dinges, District direc-

Deepwater Horizon Oil tor of water supply and
Spill in the Gulf of Mexi

co. The order is for the

District's coastal commu

nities of Jefferson, Taylor,

Dixie and Levy counties.

The order authorizes

only BP and its contrac

tors and governmental

units and their contrac

tors to undertake specific

prevention, containment

and recovery activities.

This will allow preven
tion, containment and re

covery actions due to the

spill to occur in an expe

dited manner without the

need to obtain certain

permits in advance from

the District. The order is

effective until June 30,

2010 unless renewed of

modified by the District.

The District also passed

a resolution that identi

fies District assistance"

available to the state in

response to the spill. Such

assistance includes water

quality monitoring, map

ping, Brainpower, equip

ment and other services.

"The District is taking

the Deepwater Horizon

Oil Spill very seriously,"/

said District, Executive

Director David Still: "We

are committed to imple

ment all necessary action

to prevent harm to our

coastal communities."

The District will continue

to monitor the situation

closely to ensure that irh-.

pacts to water resources

are minimized.

resource management, at

386-362-1001. More infor

mation on the state's re

sponse to the oil spill is

available at

http://www.dep.state.fi.

us /deepwaterhorizon/d

efaulthtm.
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Water rates may rise,

while electric rates could

fall slightly.

By Chad Smith
Staff writer

As demand for water has

dropped with more and more

the recession, Gainesville

Regional Utilities is looking to

raise its water rates and lower its

electric rates beginning in

October, meaning an average

uiuuLiuy uni increase or .pz.oo —

or 1.7 percent— for the typical

ratepayer.

Jennifer Hunt, the chief

financial officer for the city-

owned utility, said the company

has had to dip well into the

money reserved to backup

water services because con

sumption is well below projected

use, and the revenue from the

toward replenishing that fund.

"People are fundamentally

changing their behavior," Hunt
said in an interview Wednesday.
"Because of that, our sales have

gone down significantly."

Water sales have dropped by

23 percent since 2008, she said,

6RU on Page 5B

GRU: City Commission will have the ultimate say

in part because of the economy

and the utility's own conservation

programs.

While that is good environmen-

to pay.

"There arejust certain things

you're going to have to pay no

matter what," Hunt said, estimat

ing that GRU is essentially locked

into 73 percent of its expendi
tures.

In 2008 and 2009, GRU shored

up about $31.7 million in its ,

budget through cuts and a hiring

U's State of the Utility

..hat: General Manager Bob

linger will give the annual

rt of the utility's performance

initiatives, and there will be

pen-mic panel with him and

r executives

..hen: 6 p.m. today

■ Where: Thomas Center, 302

Sixth Ave.

left to cut, she said.

Next week, she will be pitching

her budget to the City Commis

sion, which has the ultimate say

before the new rates go into effect

Oct. 1.

As it stands, rates for water,

waste,water and natural gas

would go up while the electric

a net increase m most ratepayers'

bills.

In the proposal for next year's

$385 million budget, the biggest

expenditure is fuel, accounting

Another significant piece is the

amount the utility will pay into

the city's general fund— $35.15

million.

Gainesville Regional utility bills to rise
Although electric rates will decrease, gas, water and wastewater rates will

Average usage

Electric 813 kWh

Gas 25 therms

Water 6,000 gal.

Waste water 5,000 gal.

SOURCE: Gainesville Regional Utilities

Current Avg. Projected Avg. Price

Residential Bill Residential Bill Difference

$100.90

$35.77

$17.20

$31.35

$185.22
■ ■ ■

$99.15

$37.43

$19.90

$32.95

$189.43

-$1.75 T

$1.66 A

$2.70 A

$1.60 A

$4.21 ▲

In the spring, the commission more emphasis on conservation
agreed to a set annual transfer programs going forward, particu-

a huge chunk of its operating
budget.

Next fiscal year, that transfer

But Lowe said that fixed costs

don't change when consumption

does.

will account for nearly 36 percent "Regardless ofhow much water

ofthe city's general fund. is used, the pipes still costthe

reviewing GRU's budget and still cost the same," he said.
meeting with Hunt and the ;
utility's general manager, Bob Contact Chad Smith at 338-3104

Hunzinger, he would like to see or chad.smith@gvillesun.com.
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The Deas Brothers Farms,, of Hamilton County, was recog

nized at the 10th Annual CARES dinner on June 29. The

Deas family is pictured with Florida Agriculture Commis

sioner Charles Branson, third from right, and Pat Cockrell,

of Florida farm Bureau, far right. - Courtesy photo :&>

FARMERS
Continued From Page 1A

help increase irrigation effidency

and protect Water quality.

"These farmers are protecting

and conserving water on their '

farm operatiorte,"said SRP Coor

dinator Darrell Smith. "They '■ .

have proven to be good stewards

of the environment and we ap

plaud their efforts."

At the event, heid at the

UF/IFAS Research and Educa

tion Center in Suwannee County,

CARES farmers were recognized

and congratulated by Florida

Agriculture Commissioner

Charles Bronson and Pat Cock

rell, of Florida Farm Bureau.

The event drew hundreds of

Farmers recognized for

enviroilinental stewardship

Deas family takes top honors into

Twenty-five local farmer's, a ;

Jasper family included, were ;

recognized for their efforts to

protect the environment at the

10th Annual County Alliance

for Responsible Environmental

Stewardship (CARES) dinner

on June 79.

The Florida Farm Bureau and

the SuWannee River Partner- • •■

ship (SRP) created the CARES

program to highlight efforts b^

farm owners td improve natural
resource fflattegeineht in the;>j

Suwannee and Santa Fe river ;

basins.. ■;■;. . ■■':^>,:- '{.'.[ /■■ '\:..'.:.:

CARES farmers are commit

ted to improving the enyirbn-

: ment by implementing beist* w-

Management practices, Which

SEE FARMERS, PAGE 5A

folks, including farmers, local of

ficials and others from both the
Suwannee and Santa Fe river

basins,

Following are those recognized

at the CARES dinner and the

counties in which their opera

tions are located: Straughn

Farms, LLC, Alachua; Ramsey

Stock Farm, Alachua; Butler

Farms, Alachua; Patterson

Farms, Columbia; Dewy Gay

Farm, Columbia; C. Bar Ranch,

Columbia; Ellis Goat Farm,

Gilchrist; Edwin I^ouglas Farm,

Gilchrist; Deas Brothers Farms,

Hamilton; Koon Farm, Inc.,_

Lafayette; Witt Farm, Lafayette;

Central Florida Lands & Timber,

Lafayette; Soiithpoint Dairy,

Levy; Sunset Hill Farm, Madison;

Glee Heritage Acres, Madisori;

Kinsey Farm, Madison; S&J

Farm, Madison; Diamondinthe

Rough Ranch, Madison; Carl

Ann Corporation, Madison; Iott

Hay Day Ranch, Madison; Full

Circle Dairy, Madison; Suwannee

Valley Grassing, Madison; Ran-

dell Family Hay Farm, Suwan

nee; North Florida Research and

Education Center, Suwannee;

and New River Ranch; Bradford.

For more information about the .

CARES progrdm, edit the Suwannee
River Partnership at 386-362-1001.

You may also call you/county Farm

Bureau office or Scot Eubanks,

Florida Farm Bureau Federation, at

352-384-2633.
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3 Lafayette men among those honored

Farmers recognized for

environmental stewardship
Twenty-five . Suwannee

River Basin farmers and

ranchers, including three

from Lafayette - Matt

Buchanan, Sidney Koqn and

Jimmy Witt - were recog

nized for their efforts to pro

tect the environment at the.

10th Annual County Al

liance for Responsible Envi

ronmental Stewardship

(CARES) dinner on June 29. (

The Florida Farm Bureau

and the Suwannee River

Partnership (SRP) created

the CARES program to '

highlight efforts by farm

owners to improve natural

resource management in the

Suwannee and Santa Fe rivT

er basins.

CARES farmers are com-'

mitted to improving the-en

vironment by implementing

best management practices,

which help increase irriga

tion efficiency and protect

water quality. .

"These farmers are pro

tecting and conserving wa^

ter on their farm opera

tions," said SRP Coordina

tor Darrell Smith. "They

have proven to be good

stewards of the environ

ment and we applaud their

efforts."

At the event, held at the

UF/JTAS Research and Ed

ucation Center.in Suwannee

County, CARES farmefs .

culture Commissioner

Charles Bronspn and Pat

SEE FARMERS, PAGE 9A

The Koon Farm, of Lafayette Count* was recognized at the 10th Annual CARES dinner on June 29. The Koon
family Is pictured with Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles Bropson, third from right, and Pat Cockrell,

of Florida Farm Bureau,far right . ';' ■:'

The Witt Farm, of Lafayette County, was recognized at the 10th

Annual CARES dinner on June 29. Pictured from left, Florida

Agriculture Commissioner Charles Branson, Jimmy Witt and

Pat Cockrell, of Florida Farm Bureau. Central Florida Lands & Timber, of Lafayette

County, was recognized at the 10th Annual

CARES dinner on June 29. The Buchanan

family.-Courtesyphotos

Farmers recognized for

environmental stewardship
Continued From Page 1A lumbia; C. Bar Ranch, Ranch, Madison; Full

Columbia^ Ellis Goat Circle Dairy, Madison;

Bureau ■ Farm, Gilchrist; Edwin Suwannee Valley Grass-

the event drew hun- Douglas Farm, ing, Madison; Randell
dreds of folks, indud- Gilchrist; Deas Brothers Family . Hay J*™>.
iei f-™,^c ir.^a1 r,ffi- Farms. Hamilton: Koon Suwannee;. North Flon

IciSs and others from Farm, Inc., Lafayette; da Research and Educa
both the Suwannee and Witt Farm, Lafayette; tion Center; Suwaimee;

Santa Fe river basins. Central Florida Lands & and New River Ranch,
• fr-n>«^Mnr ~ra thnap Timber. Lafavette; Bradford.

CARES dinner and the Sunset Hill Farm, Madi- . about the CARES pro-

Icounties in which their son; Glee Heritage grany call the-Stiwan,

Straughn Farms, LLC,

Alachua; Ramsey Stock

Farm,.,Alachua; Butler-

Farms, Alachua; Patter

son Farms, Columbia;

Dewy Gay Farm, Co-

Farm, Madison; S&J

Farm, Madison; Dia

mond in the Rough

Ranch, Madison; Carl

Ann Corporation,

Madison; Iott Hay Day

386-362-1001. You may

also call your county

.. Farm Bureau office .or

Scot Eubanks, Florida

Farm Bureau Federa

tion, at 352-384-2633.
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Farmers

recognized for

environmental

stewardship
Twenty-five local farmers were rec

ognized for their efforts to protect the

environment at the 10"1 Annual County

Alliance for Responsible Environmen

tal Stewardship, or CARES, dinner on

June 29.

The Florida Farm Bureau and the Su-

vvannee River Partnership created the

CARES program to highlight efforts

by farm owners to improve natural re

source management in the Suvvannee

and Santa Fe river basins.

CARES fanners are committed to

improving the environment by imple

menting best management practices,

which help increase irrigation efficien

cy and protect water quality.

"These farmers are protecting and

conserving water on their farm op-

See FARM page 2A

New River Ranch of Bradford County was recognized at the 10>h Annual CARES dinner on June 29.

Pictured from left, Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles Bronson, Marie and Eddie Oden, and Pat
Cockrell of Florida Farm Bureau.

FARM
Continued from page 1A

erations," said SRP Coordina
tor Darrell Smith. 'They have
proven to be good stewards of

the environment and we applaud
their efforts."

At the event, held at the UF/
IFAS Research and Education
Center in Suvvannee County,
CARES farmers were recognized
and congratulated by Florida Ag-.
rtculture Commissioner Charles
Bronson and Pat CockreM of
Florida Farm Bureau^

The event drew hundreds of
folks, including farmers, local
officials and others from both
the Suvvannee and Santa Fe river
basins.

. Following' are those recog
nized at the CARES dinner and

the counties in which their opera
tions are located: Straughn Farms

LLC, Alachua; Ramsey Stock
Farm, Alachua; Butler Farms,
Alachua; Patterson Farms, Co
lumbia; Dewy Gay Farm,Colum
bia; C. Bar Ranch, Columbia; El
lis Goat Farm, Gilchrist; Edwin

Douglas Farm, Gilchrist; Deas
Brothers Farms, Hamilton; Koon
Farm Inc., Lafayette; Witt Farm,
Lafayette; Central Florida Lands
& Timber, Lafayette; Southpoint
Dairy, Levy; Sunset Hill Farm,

Madison; Glee Heritage Acres,
Madison; Kinse^Farm, Madison;
;S&J Farm, Madison; Diamond in
:.the Rough Ranch, Madison; Carl

;Ann Corporation, Madison; Iott

-Hay Day Ranch, Madison; Full

.Circle Dairy, Madison; Suwan-

nee Valley Grassing, Madison;
Randell Family Hay Farm, Su

vvannee; North Florida Research

-and Education' Center, Suwan-
"riee; and New River Ranch,
•Bradford.
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Southpoint Dairy, of Levy County,
was recognized at the 10th Annual

CARES dinner on June 29. Pictured
from left, Florida Agriculture
Commissioner Charles Bronson,
Guy Wayne Parrish and Pat
Cockrell. of Florida Farm Bureau.

Area farmers

honored for

conservation
By MARK SCOHIER

news2@chieflandcitizen.com

Twenty-four farmers and ranchers from the

Suwannee and Santa Fe River basins were hon

ored on June 29 for their efforts in environmen

tal conservation.

Hundreds turned out for the 10th annual

County Alliance for Responsible

Environmental Stewardship (CARES) awards,

held this year in Live Oak at the UF/IFAS

Suwannee Valley Research and Education

Center. The Florida Farm Bureau and the

Suwannee Valley Partnership give the awards
each year.

"It recognizes farmers and ranchers for

implementing Best Management Practices

(BMPs) on their ranches and farms," Scot

Eubanks, assistant director of agricultural poli

cy for the Florida Farm Bureau, said in a phone

interview prior to the event.

Eubanks said BMPs include using new tech

nologies and methods to conserve water and

reduce the use of fertilizer, practices he said are

especially important in environmentally sensi

tive areas like the Suwannee River Basin where

both the quantity and quality of the water have

been adversely affected.

"In the Suwannee and Santa Fe it's really

caught on," he said.

More than 400 CARES awards, also given

out to agriculturists in other parts of the state,

have been given out over the last 10 years. The

lion's share of those awards has gone to farm

ers and ranchers in the Suwannee River Basin.

"A big part of this is PR, showing the non-

ag community what's going on."

Ron St. John, owner of Southpoint Dairy, in

Chiefland, was the only fanner in Levy County'

to receive a CARES award this year.

St. John was unavailable for comment, but

Thursday, July 8, 2010 Chiefland Citizen

CARES
Continued from Page 1B

Hugh Thomas, a representa

tive from the Florida

Department of Agriculture

who was at the event, said

St. John was being honored

for the rotational grazing

that he practices with his

dairy cows.

"It produces a lot less

animal waste," he said.

Thomas explained that

on farms like Southpoint,

dairy cows are allowed to

graze on pie-shaped wedges

of pastureland. After they

are rotated to another

wedge, much of the nutri

ents from animal waste on

the previous wedge are used

up by grass that's allowed to

grow, putting a dent in the

amount of nitrates that end

up in the area's groundwa-

ter.

"It's an old practice," he

said. "But what they have

found in Florida is that tradi

tional methods were not

always production-orient

ed." The dairy cows typical

ly used, he said, just didn't

do very well in Florida's

heat.

But according to

Thomas, St. John was able

to deal with the issue of

Florida's heat by using a

mixture of different breeds

of dairy cows like Holsteins,

Jerseys and Guernseys.

"It's more of a traditional

method with a little bit of a

twist."

According to the

UF/IFAS website, rotational

grazing, compared to contin

uous grazing, works by

more evenly distributing

animal waste, which is good

for the growth of forage and

grasses. Animals under a

continuous grazing system

in warm climates tend to

deposit waste near water and-

shade.

Rotational grazing,

according to the website,

can also extend the life of a

pasture and cost the farmer

less in terms of fertilizer that

might normally need to be

used.

The only drawbacks

include the initial invest

ment for fencing, water and

feed banks, labor to move

the animals from one field to

another and the potential to

make more decisions on the

part of management, the

website stated.

_ See CARES on Paae_5R_
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Dispute continues over

Chiefland area well site
By Terry Witt

Staff Writer Water, from Page 1A

Chiefland Mayor Tea! Pomeroy said property now and, as the legal owner,

he and an attorney met recently with the district says it can decide what the

an official of the Suwannee River Water property is used for. Still said the water

Management District and explained the district's responsibility is to protect
city's concerns regarding a plan to allow Chiefland's well and it will do whatever

a regional water authority to drill a well js necessary to make that happen. But he

a block north ofthe Chiefland city limits said the district has a legal contract with

to supply other municipalities. the city and did nothing wrong.

Tbemeetingendedwithomadecision "The city knew what it was doing, so

on whether SRWMD will eventually why does this become the big bad district

permit a regional well field to be drilled doing everything under the table," Still

by the Nature Coast Regional Water said in an interview.

Authority on a piece of land the city City Auditor Robert Beauchamp

says it thought would always remain said SRWMD told him it considered the

as a natural buffer to protect the cityTs $160,000 Chiefland contribution to be "a

future water well. gift" from the city. Beauchamp had found

"As it stands now the City of the expense listed in city books as a pre-

Chiefland has expressed its concerns and paid lease deposit on 155 acres. Reading

we are leaving it to them," Pomeroy said the minutes of city commission meetings,

at Monday's regular city commission he said it was clear the city commission

meeting. Pomeroy said the city will thought it was leasing the entire 155 acres

wait to see what develops when ll authorized &* expenditure. But
The city hired water attorney John ^hen he calIed me water district- officiai3

Fumero to accompany Pomeroy to the there said ^ conside«d the money a
meeting in Chiefland with SRWMD glft from chiefland to make the purchase
Director David Still. Pomeroy and ha^™'
Fumero consulted with Citv Attornev The Clt* sald lf received assurances
Norm Fugate in advance on what issues &<™ SRWMD tiiat the land would remain
the city would raise regarding the 122- ** Cluenand Wellhead Protection Area,
acre parcel at County Roads 341 and Fugate said that designatl°n. which is
346 in writing, is an important legal tool

The land is part of a larger 155-acre for the ^ He said usin£ the land for
tract the city helped SRWMD purchase a reeiooal wellhead site for the Nature
in 2004 for the Chiefland Wellhead Coast Re8ionaI Water Authority would
Protection Area. The city contributed be a major change of use and m ^ view
$160,000, but for reasons unknown would violate SRWMD's agreement to
former city manager Ed Smith never use Flonda Forever money to purchase a
asked the district to give the city partial Chiefland Wellhead Protection Area,

title to the property. Still said SRWMD The Clt* settled for a lonS term lease
would probably have been willing to Wlth the °Ptl0n to P^chase 33 acres of
givemecityone-nfthtitleifthecityhad the 155"acre tract. SRWMD kept the
asked for title at that time remaining 122 acres as district property.

But the water district owns the Fugate said the contract came back to him
in 2004 for a 33-acre lease on the property.

See Water, Page 4A He was not part of Smith's negotiations
with the district. But he said he knows the.

original negotiation with SRWMD was

for a lease with the option to buy the full

155 acres. He doesn't know how or why

the original lease proposal was changed to

33 acres. But he said the 33-acre lease is

what Smith sent to him and he presented

to commissioners, who approved it.

| The city has now exercised its option to
purchase the 33 acres for what the district

paid, or $5,000 per acre. Thecitywas given

credit for the $ 1,000 per acre it contributed

for each ofthe 33 acres, but had to borrow

an additional 5132,000 to secure the land.

A majority of city commissioners didn't

trust the district to honor the lease, given

the district's plan to allow the other 122

acres to be used for a regional well site

by a different organization. They decided

buying the 33 acres was the best way to

assure a future well site. The city has

borrowed nearly $300,000 to this point.

Sandra Stockwell, deputy general

counsel for the Florida Department of

Environmental Protection, the state

agency that released the Florida Forever

money to SRWMD to buy the 155-acre

parcel, said the FDEP has no oversight

authority once it allocates Florida Forever

money to an agency like SRWMD. She

said the water district is an independent

government agency. As long as the land is

used for a public purpose and the interest

on the bonds used to finance the Florida

Forever funding remains tax deductible,

the state has no further role to play.

Stockwell said the questions being

raised by the city may become a

consumptive-use issue. She said another

issue the city appears to be raising is

that there was an expectation that the

property would remain a water recharge

area. But she said FDEP is basically out

of the picture at this point. It issued the

bonds and therefore has done what it was

supposed to do as a state agency.

Stockwell said as far as she knows,

SRWMD has not issued a well permit for

the property. If it ever does issue a well

permit, she said public hearings would

have to be held by the entity that wants to

drill the well, which would give Chiefland

an opportunity to have public input.
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Farmers For Environmental
Twenty-five local farmers were recognized for

their efforts to protect the environment at the 10th

Annual County Alliance for Responsible Environ

mental Stewardship (CARES) dinner on June 29.

The Florida Farm Bureau and the Suwannee

River Partnership (SRP) created the CARES pro

gram to highlight efforts by farm owners to im

prove natural resource management in the

Suwannee and Santa Fe River basins.

CARES farmers are committed to improving

the environment by implementing best manage

ment practices, which help increase irrigation effi

ciency and protect water quality.

"These farmers are protecting and conserving wa

ter on their farm operations," said SRP Coordinator

Darrell Smith. "They have proven to be good stewards

of the environment and we applaud their efforts."

At the event, held at the UF/IFAS Research and

Education Center in Suwannee County, CARES

farmers were recognized and congratulated by

Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles Bron-

son and Pat Cockrell, of Florida Farm Bureau.

The event drew hundreds of folks, including

farmers, local officials and others from both the

Suwannee and Santa Fe River basins.

Following are those recognized at the CARES

dinner and the counties in which their operations' i

are located: Straughn Farms, LLC, Alachua; Ram- j
sey Stock Farm, Alachua; Butler Farms, Alachua; j

Patterson Farms, Columbia; Dewy Gay Farm, Co- i

lumbia; C. Bar Ranch, Columbia; Ellis Goat Farm,

Gilchrist; Edwin Douglas Farm, Gilchrist; Deas

Brothers Farms, Hamilton; Koon Farm, Inc.,

Lafayette; Witt Farm, Lafayette; Cen,tral Florida

Lands & Timber, Lafayette; Southpoint Dairy, Levy;

Sunset Hill Farm, Madison; Glee Heritage Acres,

Madison; Kinsey Farm, Madison; S&J Farm, Madi

son; Diamond in the Rough Ranch, Madison; Carl

Ann Corporation, Madison; Iott Hay Day Ranch,

Madison; Full Circle Dairy, Madison; Suwannee Val

ley Grassing, Madison; Randell Family Hay Faring
Suwannee; North Florida Research and Education!*
Center, Suwannee; and New River Ranch, Bradford. •-

For more information about the CARES pro- -

gram, call the Suwannee River Partnership at 386-

362-1001. You may also call your county Farm

Bureau office or Scot Eubanks, Florida Farm Bu

reau Federation, at 352-384-2633.



Pholo submitted

Diamond In the

Rough Ranch, of Madi

son County, was recog

nized at the 10th Annual

CARES dinner on June

29. Representatives of

the farm are pictured

with Florida Agriculture

Commissioner Charles

Bronson, far left, and Pat

Cockrell, of Florida Farm

Bureau, far right

Ptoto Submitted .

lott Hay Day Ranch,.

of Madison County, was:

recognized at the 10th;'.

Annual CARES dinner on-j

June 29. Representatives.*

of the farm (Richard lott,■;;■

his wife, Danatta, and his -

son, Zac) are' pictured ;

with Florida Agriculture;

Commissioner Charles:,

Bronson, far left, and Pat -

Cockrell, of Florida Farm

Bureau, far right .

Pholo submitted

Full Circle Dairy, of

Madison County, was

recognized at the 10th
Annual CARES dinner on

June 29. Representatives

of the farm (Greg Watts

and his son, Philip) are

pictured with Florida

Agriculture Commission

er Charles Bronson, far

left, and Pat Cockrell, of

Florida Farm Bureau, far

right

Photo submitted

Suwannee Valley *

Grassing, of Madison

County, was recognized."

at the 10th Annual ■

CARES dinner on June"

29. Representatives of '

the farm are pictured ■

with Florida Agriculture '

Commissioner Charles

Bronson, far left, and Pat '

Cockrell, of Florida Farm '
Bureau, far right. -

. •' . ■ Photo submitted

Glee Heritage Acres, of Madison County, was recognized at the 10th Annual CARES dinner on June 29.

Representatives of the farm are pictured with Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles Bronson, fourth

from left, and Pat Cockrell, of Florida Farm Bureau, second from right ' ' '/;■■■

Photo submitted

S&J Farm, of Madi

son County,1 was recog

nized at the 10th Annual

CARES dinner on June

29. Representatives of

the farm (Sandra and

Johnnie Norris) are pic

tured with Florida Agri

culture Commissioner

Charles Bronson, far left,

and Pat Cockrell, of Flori

da Farm Bureau, far

right. '

Photo submitted

Sunset Hill Farm, of

Madison County, was

recognized at the 10th

Annual CARES dinner on

June 29. Representatives

of the farm (Jan Smith,

Bern Smith, and Mac

Smith) are pictured with

Florida Agriculture Com

missioner Charles Bron

son, second from left,

and Pat Cockrell, of Flori

da Farm Bureau, far

right.

Photo submlttid

Klnsey Farm, of

Madison County,, was

recognized at the 10th

Annual CARES dinner on

June 29. Representatives

of the farm (Ernestine

Klnsey, her son, Bobby

Klnsey, and her grand

son, Casey Klnsey) are

pictured with Florida

Agriculture Commission

er Charles Bronson, far

left, and Pat Cockrell, of

Florida * Farm Bureau,

second from right.
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When the well runs

dry it'll be too late
Thanks to the Sun's editori

als, an awareness ofwater

conservation is consistently

provided to readers. Because

we humans can only survive

seven or eight dayswithout

water, it's essential that we

collectively guard our finite

underground supply. Drink

ing water remains relatively

inexpensive but we should not

allow this fact to give us a

false sense of security.

"When the well's dry, we

knowthe worth of water,"

Benjamin Franklin (1776).

David Flagg

Vice Chair,

Suwannee River Water

Management District

Governing Board

Gainesville
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Vote onLOly Springsbottlingdelayed
By Christopher Curry

Staff writer

It appears that a long-

lingering application for a

bottled water operation

near Lilly Springs will

linger at least a little

longer.

The Suwannee River

Water Management

District governing board

was scheduled to vote

today on a request for a

20-year permit to pump

400,000 gallons of water a

day from two wells

planned at a Gilchrist

County property about a

half-mile south of Lilly

Springs.

But, with district staff

recommending denial,

district spokeswoman

Vanessa Fultz spokes

woman confirmed

Monday.

That would push backa

board vote on the with

drawal request, which was

first proposed in 2007, to

September.

The site eyed for the

waterwithdrawal is a

3.5-acre parcel at North

east County Road 340 and

Northeast 90thAvenue.

The property is just across

the Alachua County line

and southwest of Poe

.Springs Park.

A business plan submit

ted by Corbin and Barley

stated the waterwouldbe

transported off site in

the Liberty County

municipality of Telogia.

In general, the water

management staff's

recommendation of denial

concluded that Corbin and

Barley's application did

not showthata pumping

operation was a "reason

able-beneficial use" of the

resource or "consistent

with the public interest."

Specifically, water

management district staff

concluded the withdrawal

would have "unacceptable

impacts" on the flow from

Hornsby Spring in

Alachua County and that

Corbin and Barley "failed

to provide reasonable

assurances" that environ-

NaturePark.

The. recommendation to

deny questioned if the

waterwithdrawnfrom the

site, located a half-mile

from Lilly Springs, would

qualify as "spring water."

Water management

district staff also stated

the application lacked any

detail on which companies

would purchase water

from Panther Creek Inc.,

the water broker, or their

water bottling facilities.

Wayne Flowers; the

Jacksonville attorney

representing Corbin and

Barley, could not be

reached for comment

Friday or Monday.

now requested and

received a 60-day delay,

Inc., a spring water

brokerage firm based in

wetlands, the Santa Fe

River and Poe Springs

curry@gvidesun.com.
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Chiefland Citizen

July 15, 2010

RE: Fate of sinkhole still unkown

I would like to thank Mark Scohier for the excellent article that brought us up to date on

the plans—or the lack of plans-for Chiefland's Florida Department of Transportation sink
hole.

Thanks to Mr. Scohier's investigation, we know that the Florida Department of

Transportation is not planning to address any polluted runoff issues in the near future.

Thanks also to the Citizen for publishing the results of the dye trace study that was done

earlier this year. It is amazing that sinkholes in Chiefland are connected to a groundwater

cave system that flows all the way to Manatee Springs.

Water quality in most of Florida's springs is declining due to changing land uses in the

spring's watersheds. Manatee Spring is no exception.

Now that Mr. Scohier pointed out that runoff from roads, yards and neighborhoods can

lower our local water quality, the Citizen has helped to raise public awareness that could

help to solve this problem.

This article also gave me an idea. Because engineering solutions to divert the road

runoff from directly entering the Manatee Spring cave conduit is likely too expensive to do

right now, perhaps the FDOT or the Suwannee River Water Management District could

post informational signs on the fence around the sink and on US 19 and 27 to let the pub

lic know that the runoff goes straight to Manatee Springs.

Another awareness raising project might be to label the storm drains with a stencil that

reads "Runoff from this drain goes to Manatee Springs." For those who live in the area, it'

would remind us all not to dump pollutants at the curb (oil, fertilizer, doggie doo, antifreeze,

trash etc.).

Thanks for the excellent work that you do.

Annette Long

Chiefland, FL
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Lilly Springswaterpermitvote delayed-again
ByRachaelAnne Ryals

HeraldStag'Writer

HIGH SPRINGS - Due to un

resolved concerns on how a bulk

water permit for a planned water

plant could impact the Santa Fe

River downstream of Lilly

Springs, the water district had rec

ommended denial of a water use

permit.

But an extension oftime before

the decision is made has beep

given at the applicant's request,

said Vanessa Fultz, spokesperson

for the Suwannee River Water

Management District.

Richard E. Corbin and John A.

Barley, who applied for the

400,000-gallon water permit, have

stated they can resolve all con

cerns of the district if they had

more time.

The permit could have "unacceptable impacts" to areas

downstream on the Santa Fe, the water district states.

The applicants have been try

ing for three years to receive the

water use permit.

According to materials pre

pared by the water district, remov

ing that much water from Lilly

Springs could harm nearby springs

including Homsby Spring, as well

as Poe Springs Park.

The permit could have "unac

ceptable impacts" to the Santa Fe

River, the material states, going

on to say that the water with

drawal would "harm the source"

from which it came. Further, the

water permit does not serve the

public interest, according to me

water district materials.

Lilly Springs is located near

Ginnie Springs on the Santa Fe

River and is most famous for its

caretaker, Naked Ed. The own

ers ofthe springs have tried to get

a permit in the past but were un

able to do so because ofquestions

about who owned the land.

Water permit applications can

often stretch on for years, as ex

tensions are given tp applicants

who have rights under state laws.

Even though the district- staff

has recommended denial, Ion

Dinges, director of the Depart

ment of Resource Management,

said that "this is not the end of

the line."
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Suwannee water

to raise tax; first

time in 20 years
Tho public hearings

will be held before

the rate is finalized.

By Karen Voyles

Staff writer

For the first time in

more than 20 years, the

Suwannee RiverWater

Management District is

proposing an increase in

its tax rate.

The district's governing

board has approved an

increase of 0.0535 mills.

The proposed increase

means the district's

annual tax on a piece of

property with a taxable

value of $100,000 would

increase by $5.35 to

$49.34.

If given final approval,

the increase means the

district's budget for fiscal

2010-11 will be $61.6

million.

The district covers

more than 310,000 people

and 13 river basins,

including the Suwannee

and Santa Fe rivers.

The district includes all

of Columbia, Dixie,

Gilchrist, Hamilton,

Lafayette, Madison,

Suwannee, Taylor, and

Union counties as well as

portions ofAlachua,

Baker, Bradford, Jeffer

son, Levy and Putnam

counties.

Before the tax increase

and budget are finalized,

the district will hold two

public budget hearings.

The meetings are

scheduled for Sept. 14

and Sept. 28 at 5:40 p.m.

in the district's head

quarters at the corner of

U.S. 90 and Suwannee

County Road 49 in Live

Oak.

The final budget and

millage rate will be

adopted during the Sept.

28 meeting.

For more information,

call the district at

800-226-1066 or 386-362-

1001.
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[ FLORIDA'S WATER SUPPLY ]

Florida's Water Supply: Cheap, Ignored, 

Wasted

 

Published: Friday, July 16, 2010 at 12:01 a.m. 

Last year, with much of the country in a severe drought, Richard A. Meeusen, CEO of 

Badger Meter, wrote in the Milwaukee Journal: "A large part of the problem is that 

we do not charge for the value of water, so there is little incentive to conserve. The 

average cost of water in the United States is about $3 per thousand gallons, while it is 

closer to $10 in Europe."

Meeusen's company surveyed residential water rates across the U.S. and found that 

"some cities with severe water shortages have the lowest rates in the nation."

Last week, several counties north of Polk in Alachua, the news that Gainesville 

Regional Utilities wants to raise water rates because customers are using less of it 

raised hackles. Customers asked, why conserve if it's going to cost us more?

MILLIONS OF 'STRAWS'

The answer is that to the degree water remains a relatively cheap commodity, the 

urge to use it in wasteful ways will continue.

The fact that water conservation in the Southwest Florida Water Management 

District's area has improved somewhat of late is no guarantee that the trend will 

continue.

The district conducted a study a few years ago showing, "Water use decreases with 

increases in water price. The decreases are predictable and statistically valid."

A David Still, executive director of the Suwannee River Water Management District, 

noted: "The misperception that our region has an abundance an unlimited supply of 

groundwater has given us an unquenchable thirst and little appetite to curb our water 

use. ... But we're beginning to better understand the serious impacts of the 

thousands, indeed millions, of 'straws' that are sucking our aquifer dry."

Historically water has been a much undervalued, and thus more casually wasted, 

resource in our society. Appropriate pricing helps ensure sustained, wiser water use.

 

This story appeared in print on page A12 

 
This copy is for your personal, noncommercial use only. You can order presentation-ready 
copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers here or use the "Reprints" 
tool that appears above any article. Order a reprint of this article now.
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SRWMD adopts tentative budget,
millage rate increase for 2010-11
The Suwannee River Water

Management District

(SRWMD) Governing Board

approved a tentative budget of

$61.6 million for Fiscal Year

2010-11 on July 13.

The board also approved a

proposed ad valorem millage of

0.4934.

The proposed millage rate

represents an increase of

0.0535 of a mill over the

current fiscal year. Those who

own property widi a taxable

value of $100,000 will see an

increase of $5.35 in property

taxes paid to SRWMD.

The owner's tax bill to the

district will be $49.34. Owners

of property with a taxable value

of $150,000 will have an

increase of $8.02 for a district
tax bill of $74.01.

If the proposed millage rate

is adopted, this will be die first

time in more than 20 years the

district has raised the tax rate,
officials said.

The tentative millage rate
increase is earmarked to fund

the district's Minimum Flows

and Levels (MFLs) Program.

MFLs are benchmarks mat

show the district how much

water is available for issuing

water use permits.

Taxes paid to the district also

fund numerous public services,

including protection of rivers

and springs, water monitoring

programs, water resource

development and water supply

planning.

The district will hold two

budget hearings on Sept. [4

and Sept. 28. Both meetings

will take place at 5:30 p.m. at

the district's headquarters in

Live Oak at the comer of U.S.

90 and CR 49.

The final budget and millage

rate will be adopted at the Sept.

28 hearing. The public is

invited and encouraged to

attend.

For more information call

(800) 226-1066.
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SRWMD votes to increase property taxes for

first time In two decades

Approves $61.6 million budget,

up from last year's $55.9 million

The Suwannee River Water

Management District (Dis

trict) Governing Board on

July 13 approved a tentative

budget of $61.6 million for

Fiscal Year 2010-11. The

board also approved a pro

posed ad valorem millage of

0.4934, up from last year's .

rolled-back rate of 0.4399.

The proposed millage rate

represents an increase of

0.0535 of a mill over the cur

rent fiscal year. Those who

own property with a taxable

value of $100,000 will see an

increase of $5.35 in property

taxes paid to the District.

The owner's tax bill to the

District will be $49.34. Own

ers of property with a tax

able value of $150,000 will

have an increase of $8.02 for

a District tax bill of $74.01.

If the proposed millage rate

is adopted, this will be the

first time in more than 20

years the District has raised

the tax rate.

The tentative millage rate

increase is earmarked to

fund the District's Mini

mum Flows and Levels

(MFLs) Program. This will

offset funding reductions

from the state that have paid

for the establishment of

MFLs in the past.

MFLs are benchmarks that

show the District how much

water is available for issu

ing water use permits.

MFLs will help protect our

springs, rivers, and ground-

water resources while en

suring there is an adequate

water supply for.all users.

"We are facing critical times

concerning our water sup

ply" said District Executive

Director David Still. "MFLs

have shown us that ground-

water levels are diminishing

in some areas within our

District. Without the adop

tion of MFLs District-wide,

other areas remain Vulnera

ble."

Taxes paid to the District

also fund numerous public

services, including protec

tion of rivers and springs,

water monitoring programs,

water resource development

and water supply planning.

The District will hold two

budget hearings - Sept. 14

and Sept. 28. Both meetings

will take place at 5:30 p.m. at

the District's headquarters

in Live Oak at the corner of

U.S. 90 and CR 49. The final

budget and millage rate will

be adopted at the Sept. 28

hearing. The public is invit

ed and encouraged to at

tend. For more information

call 800-226-1066 (FL only) or

386-362-1001.



SRWMD's

June 2010

Hydrologic

Conditions
RAINFALL - Average

District rainfati inJune was 6.54",

nearly equal lo the District's

long-term average of 6.5".

Distribution wa3 uneven and

typical of summer "hit or miss"

convective rainfall patterns.

While most of the Suwannee

River Basin received above-

average rain, the Santa Fe Basin,

the Waccasassa Basin in Levy

County, and Jefferson, Madison

and Taylor counties were below

average, with localized areas

significantly below average.

Rainfall for the past twelve

months was 58.61". The twelve

month surplus was 3.93".

Rivers: Flows at Suwannee

River and upper Santa Fe River

gauges remained near median

seasonal conditions. The Santa

Fe River near Fort White on the

lower Santa Fe remained below

the 25* percentile for the second

month in a cow (the percentile is

the percentage of historic levels

or flows for the month that are

equal to or below the month's

I KC--1»

[County

lAiacnua

[Baker

Bradford

IColumbia

iDiide

IGllchrlet

Hamilton

Jefferson

Lafayette

Levy

Madison

Suwannee

Taylor

[Union

June 2010 Average:

Last I June

June-2010 I June-2009 I 12 Months | Average

in the Fenliolloway, Econfina

and Waccasassa rivers were

above average, but in a range

Historical 12-month Average (since 1932):

Past 12-Month Totafi

12-month Rainfall Surplus: ' j. .

remained above normal. «« ™*4* **>*%* * 1978" predict the likelihood of above-
_ r pvhIi in Tavlnr roimtv were normal rainfall through the

monitoredlakes fell, continuing »bovc the 80* percentile, while summer, based on a potently

Eleven ofthe 16 monitored lakes

fell below or remained below

their long-term average levels,

compared to ten in May. Levels

at Waters Lake and Governor

Hill Lake remained below the

minimum measurable state. Lake

Butler in Union County rose to

County fell below the 30* Homeowners and others

percentile. within the District are required

RVBROLOGiCALf to limit landscape irrigation to

two days per week, based on a

year-round water conservation

The Palmer Drought rule that applies to residential

Severity Index (PDSI), a landscaping, public or

evaluates the scope, severity and businesses that aren't regulated

average. frequency of prolonged periods by a District-issued permit. The

Condition^ continued ofabnormally dry or wet weather District offers a varie* of free

dropping by an average of indicated near normal cond.nons by - ,uest.

0.6 feet. Conditions averaged during June. -4
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The.Suwannee River Water Management Di'sV..
trict has been forced to raise Its rnillage rate for ."-"
the first time m.marethim;2&.yeazsV. : ■ ' .

.V TheeoverriingBoardbnJulyl3appr6veda'

board also approved a proposed ad valoretn

SEEH!LlAGEiPAGE.3A

MILLAGE-
Continued From Page 1A

The proposed millage

rate represents an in

crease of 0.0535 of a

mill over the current

fiscal year. Those who

own property with a

taxable value of

$100,000 will see an in

crease of $5.35 in prop

erty taxes paid to the

District. The owner's

tax bill to the District

will be $49.34. Owners

of property with a tax

able value of $150,000

will have an increase of

$8.02 for a District tax

bill of $74.01.

If the proposed mill-

age rate is adopted, this

will be the first time in

more than 20 years the

District has raised the

tax rate.

The tentative millage

rate increase is ear

marked to fund the Dis

trict's Minimum Flows

and Levels (MFLs) Pro

gram. This will offset

funding reductions

from the state that have

paid for the establish1

ment of MFLs in the

past.

MFLs are benchmarks

that show the District

how much water is

available for issuing wa

ter use permits. MFLs

will help protect our

springs, rivers, and

groundwater resources

while ensuring there is

an adequate water sup

ply for all Users.

"We are facing criti

cal times, concerning bur

water supply," said Dis

trict Executive Director

David Soil. "MFLs have

shown us that ground-

water levels are dimin

ishing in some areas

within our District.

Without the adoption ot

MFLs District-wide, oth

er areas remain vulnera

ble."

Taxes paid to the Dis-

. trict also fund numerous

public services, includ

ing protection of rivers

and springs, water mon

itoring programs,, water "

resource development - ^

and water supply plan-

The District will hold

two budget hearings -

Sept. 14 and Sept. 28.

Both meetings will take

place at 5:30 p.m. at the

District's headquarters

in Live Oak at the cor

ner of US 90 and CR 49.

The final budget and

millage rate will be

adopted at the Sept. 28

hearing. The public is

invited and encouraged

to attend. Fo^inSir^ in^

formation caUS6%226-
1066 (Florida only) or

386-362-1001.
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SRWMD declares public lands as surplus
Submitted

The Suwannee River

Water Management Dis

trict's Governing Board on

June 8 approved several

parcels of District-owned

lands to be declared as sur

plus and for the District to

enter into a contract with a

group of brokers to market

the properties.

The board approved

about 280 acres for surplus

on parcels in Hamilton,

(ill, in iu. Dixie, Madison

and Suwannee counties.

The surplus lands ap

proved by the board are

scheduled for appraisal and

marketing, along with sev

en other tracts that were

previously approved. Pro

ceeds from land sales will

be used to fund future pur

chases of property with a

greater environmental val

ue.

"Rather than selling en

tire parcels, we are simply

redefining tract bound

aries," said Joe Flanagan,

District director of land ac

quisition and management.

"Sellers are sometimes un

willing to divide property

that is offered to the Dis

trict Therefore, when the

District purchases environ

mentally sensitive lands,

they sometimes come with

portions .of property that

have minimal conservation

value."

"The surplus lands pro

gram will allow us to ac

quire land that better meets

the District's water re

source values," Flanagan

added. '. ■'-■-.'.

The District will evalu

ate all District-owned

property to identify por

tions of land no longer

needed for conservation

purposes. Land that does

not have one or more of the

following characteristics

will be considered for sur

plus: river frontage, flood-

plain acreage, wetlands

acreage, aquifer recharge

areas, adequate public ac

cess and management prac

ticality.

To date, about 700 acres

have been declared surplus

out of the 160,000 acres of

District-owned land.

The District may retain

certain ownership rights of

property that is sold to en

sure environmental quali

ties remain preserved.

Properties considered for _

surplus are reviewed by the

District's Surplus Lands

Committee before consid

eration by the Governing

Board. The public is en

couraged to provide input

in the process. The next

committee meeting is

scheduled for June 22 at

1:30 p.m. at the District's

headquarters on the comer

of U.S. 90 and CJt 49 in

live Oak. For more infor

mation contact Joe Flana

gan at 386-362-1001.

The District acquires and

manages lands for flood -

control, water quality pt0- '

lection and natural W

source conservation. Dis

trict lands are available for

public use for recreational

opportunities, such as hunt

ing, fishing, hiking, camp

ing and horseback riding.
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Local dairy takes CARE of environment
Receives award

from Suwannee

River Partnership
Stowy and photos by Tsrry Witt

Sfetfl Wrtor

Southpoint Dairy off County Road 347 west of

Chiefland would be easy to miss if you didn't notice

the sign. Nestled in lush fields of grass and tucked
away in a grove of oak trees, it fits well with the

Chiefland area landscape. If not for the grazing Jersey

cows in the fields, the 1000-cow dairy would be

almost invisible.

But someone did take notice of the farm recently.

The rotational grazing dairy was honored on July

2 for its environmental stewardship. The Suwannee

River Partnership and Florida Farm Bureau presented

owner Ron St. John with a County Alliance for

Responsible Stewardship Award, a prestigious honor

in the farming community.

CARES farmers are recognized for their efforts

to implement best management practices, which

increase production and profitability while protecting

the environment, according to Hugh Thomas, Santa

Fe Basin coordinator for SRP.

SRP was formed in 1999 as a coalition of state,

federal and regional agencies, local governments

and private industry representatives to reduce nitrate

levels in surface waters and groundwater within the

Suwannee River and Santa Fe River basins.

Grazing dairies are different from conventional
dairies. They are smaller and the primary food source

for the cows is grass. The grass is carefully monitored

and scientifically grown to assure maximum nutrition

with no impact from nitrates. Currently the cows are

being rotated through a series of pastures over 10

days.

"We spoon feed this grass. The economic and

environmental reasons are why we do it,'" said Dairy

Manager Guy-Wayne Parrish.

Most of the waste is deposited in the fields by the

cows and absorbed naturally into the ground.

If the waste disposal process sounds familiar, it

should. It has been used by small family dairy farmers

for as long as dairy farms have existed in Florida.

"This is nothing more than the way they used to

dairy 50 years ago," Parrish said.

Parrish runs the dairy from a laptop using

spreadsheets. He uses science to manage the grass and

cows. The amount of grass and grain the cows eat and

the milk they produce each day is carefully monitored

See CARES, Page12B

CARES, from Page 1A

on the laptop to calculate the amount

of profit and assure the fields are

managed to grow plenty of grass with

the least amount ofwater. The average

cow at Southpoint will produce 13,000

to 14,000 pounds ofmilkayear.

Parrish uses a carefully hand-

drawn map showing the 410 acres of

grazing fields under pivot irrigation,

as well as the 84 acres used to spray

liquid manure. He tracks the height

of the grass using a special disc. He

moves cows around to allow them

to graze on grass that gives them

maximum nutritional value. The grass

is best when it's not tall and has tender

stems.

The goal of the dairy is to run the

dairy efficiently with a small work

force. The goal is 150 to 200 cows per

employee. Since there are no dairy

barns and the cows are not confined in

pens or barns, the process of milking

the cows requires relatively little

effort.

The cows file into a milking parlor

twice aday to eat grain and get milked.

It's a voluntary thing. The grain is like

candy to them. They line up at the gate

in the field when the employees arrive

on four-wheelers to bring the cows to

the bam. They wait at a gathering spot

next to the milk parlor contentedly

chewing their cud until it's their time

to be milked. It's a routine. Cows like

a regular routine.

The Jersey cows file out of the

parlor when the milking is finished

and head back to fields of ankle deep

grass to graze again. The men who

handle the milking aren't required to

do heavy lifting. They attach milking

cups to the cow's udder. The cups

swing from an overhead metal frame

into place. The milk flows to a cooler.

After being milked, the cows march

out of the milking parlor as if they

were trained. If diey are thirsty, there

is fresh water flowing into a trough

next to the exit ramp. The dairy uses

pivot irrigation sprayers equipped

with misters to showeT the cattle with

cool water after leaving the milking

parlor during the summer months.

Parrish said the dairy harvests hay

silage and uses it as a food source for

the cows. The grass silage is stored

in white rolls of plastic. It looks like

mowed grass from a lawn. The cows

like the taste and it has high nutritional

value. Using hay silage also makes the

harvest easier. Parrish doesn't have to

wait for hay to dry in the field to cut

and store it.

Owner Ron St. John doesn't use

growth hormones for any ofhis cattle.

He also owns Alliance Dairy north of

Chiefland, a 3,000-cow conventional

dairy. Thomas said St. John uses best

management practices at Alliance

Dairy as welL and the environmental

impacts are about the same as

Southpoint Dairy. But there clearly

are differences between Alliance and

Southpoint. Alliance is bigger, the

cows produce much more milk, and

more liquid manure is sprayed on

fields because the cows are confined.

The costs are also higher.

"The benefit of this operation is

your input costs are low." Thomas

said.
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Farmer recognized for good environmental

practices, credits satellites and chicken poop

ByAlex Orlando

For TheHerald

HIGH SPRINGS — Chester

Patterson has an award-winning

recipe for environmental farming: ■

satellites and chicken poop.

Patterson was one of 25 local

farmers—two from High Springs

— last month who were recog

nized for implementing best man

agement practices at the 10th

annual County Alliance for Re

sponsible Environmental Steward

ship by the Suwanhee River Part

nership.

On his 50 acres of hay pasture

in the Santa Fe River basin, near

O'Leno State Park's River sink,

Patterson said fertilizer runoff

can be dangerous to the environ

ment as he sprays his crop three

times a year.

To minimize runoffand fertilize

the grass more economically, he

began using a global positioning

'device two years ago to guide his

tractor in a straight line on each

pass of the pasture to prevent

spraying over some tracts ofgrass

twice - a procedure that got him

recognized by the partnership.

Before, he said, he would use

landmarks like dead trees or boul

ders on the edge of the pasture

fence to guide his tractor for a

straight, 40-foot-wide trail offer

tilizer behind him on each pass.

Now, he looks at ascreen in his

tractor showing a road with a dot

on it that he keeps on the digital

road by steering his tractor in a

straight line.

He likened the concentration it

takes to steer a straight path to

playing one of his

granddaughter's video games, but

with higher stakes.

Any lapse of concentration or

steering ability from bumps in the

pasture could cause a shift in the

trail. And he could end up splay

ing some sections twice, wasting

time, fertilizer, hay and money.

Any patches of grass that he

misses turn yellow within 90 days

and can't be sold.

At the beginning ofevery grow
ing season, around spring, he

plunges l-inch by 6-ineh tubes

into the soil around his pastures

to collect soil cores for sampling.

He mixes them up in a bucket and

sends the dirt to the University of

Florida's soil lab for testing.

A few weeks later, he gets back

Chester Patterson bales hay on

his 50-acre farm near O'Leno

State Park. Patterson uses GPS

satellite technology to apply

fertilizer three times a year, a

practice that helps him use less

fertilizer duo to (ne precision that

the technology allows. Less

fertilizer means less time ami

money spent, but Vie practice

also helps the environment by

lessoning the amount offertilizer

that would otherwise endup In

the Santa Fe River basin.

Ifefaf

Photo By Alex Orlando

;..-.■ j ., ' " ..

Photo By Alex Orlando

the results so he knows what he putonthat field and whatyoutake that he isn't wasting money and

needs in me fertilizer for that sea- off," he said. that he is abiding by state fertili-

son, a blend of nitrogen, potash , He said the partnership agreed zation regulations by following the
and chicken poop. to give him money, for his fertii- program.

1 He said if someone were

.„. 6™, ,,h.._J...6 .„„ to confront him about the

tons per 30-acre pasture, 'YOU hdVe tO be a QOOd leveloffertilizerheisspray-
oversprays can be expen- ' y ingonhiscrop.hewouldbeg on h op, he would be

steward. Ifyou take care «we <° p°ini **< p™™ *>
th d h k d t

oversprays can be expen- a

sive, Patterson said. steward. Ifyou take c
He said after bailing the _,

hay, which usually takes two Of [We CTOp], it II take
hours per 30-acre field, de- f »

pending on weather, he usu- w"7 *-" /*-'"•

the records he keeps and to

the program.

"I know what I can put
oul because thev te]] me „ he

steward," Patterson said. "If

you take care of [the crop],

it'll take cace of you."

He said that as part of the

CARES program, he is respon

sible for keeping a record of fer

tilization and production and fol

lowing soil sample guidelines.

"You keep a record ofwhat you

Local Farmer one behind us if someone
questions us."

izer sprayer ifhe followed the pro

gram for three years. Patterson

would not say how much the part- The other High Springs farmer

nership paid for the sprayer. recognized by the Partnership,

The program also offers him Edwin Douglas, said he did not

confidence, he said—confidence have time to be interviewed.
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SRWMD to raise property tax rate for first time in 20 years
On July 13. the Suwannee

River Water Management Dis-

tricl (SRWMD) Governing

Board approved a tentative bud-

gel of $61.6 million for fiscal

year 2010-11.

The board also approved a

proposed ad valorem millage of

0.4934, which represents an in

crease of 0.0535 of a mil! over

the current fiscal year.

'As an example of the proposed

rate, those who own property

with a taxable value of $100,000

will see an increase of $5.35 in

property taxes. The portion of

(he lax bill going to SRWMD

will be $49.34. Those who own

properly with a taxable value of

$150,000 will have an increase

of $8.02 with .574.01 of their

total property tax bill going to

SRWMD.

If the proposed millage rate is

adopted, this will be the first time

in more than 20 years SRWMD

has raised the tax rate.

The tentative millage rate in

crease is earmarked to fund the

Minimum Rows and Levels

(MFL) Program to offset fund

ing reductions from the stale

that have paid for the program

in ihe past.

MFLs are benchmarks that

show SRWMD how much wa

ter is available for issuing water

use permits.

■'We are facing critical times

concerning our water supply,'"

said District Executive Director

David Still.

"MFLs have shown us that

groundwater levels are dimin

ishing in some areas within our

district. Without the adoption of

MFLs district-wide, other areas

remain vulnerable."

Taxes paid to SRWMD also

fund numerous public services,

including protection of rivers

and springs, water monitoring

programs, water resource devel

opment and water supply plan

ning.

SRWMD will hold two bud

get hearings—Sept. 14 and

Sept. 28. Both meetings will

take place at 5:30 p.m. at the

district headquarters, located on

the corner of U.S. 90 and C.R.

49 in Live Oak. The final budgel

and millage rate will be adopted

at the Sept. 28 hearing. The pub

lic is invited and encouraged to

altend. For more information,

call 800-226-1066.
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JASON MATTHEW WALKER/Lake City ReporterVVolunteering to take a little off the top

Volunteering to take a little off the top at vet’s Domiciliary
Volunteer barber Gene Long trims Jack Stone’s hair at the Robert H. Jenkins Jr. Veterans’ Domiciliary Home of Florida in the 
facility’s barber shop on Monday.

$167 per seagull: Feds price oil damage
By MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BAY RONQUILLE, La. 
— The marsh is soaked 
with oil and the grass is 
dying. It’s a common sight 
on the Gulf coast these 
days, and it’s nothing new 
for Robert Nailon.

The BP-hired environ-
mental consultant kneels 
as he has done many times 
on the Louisiana coast, 
assessing the damage in 
a task now taking on new 
importance as the world’s 
attention turns from the 
ubiquitous images of gush-
ing oil to the daunting task 
of restoration.

He dips his hand, cov-
ered in a blue rubber glove, 
into the muddy ground. It 
comes up streaked brown 
with crude. “You’ve got 
sheen throughout,” he says, 
and calls out his findings to 
a government scientist: Oil 
covers about 95 percent of 
the grass, reaching about 
15 feet inland.

Both men nod, agreeing 
to add this stretch to the 
growing and painstaking 
census of the dead from 
the Gulf of Mexico oil 
spill. About 40 BP-govern-
ment teams are catalogu-
ing seemingly everything 
touched by the oil, from 
poisoned plankton and fish 
to lost marshes and stained 
beaches.

BP PLC will eventu-
ally be given two options: 
Restore everything itself, 
or pay the government to 
do it. Before a final bill 
is written, however, those 
tallying the damage must 
still account for things they 
can’t see — from contami-
nated fish eggs that never 
hatch to impacts that may 
take years to show.

Some experts worry BP 
could exploit the uncertain-
ty to minimize its respon-
sibility.

“If you end up with a 
bunch of dead fish five 
years from now, it becomes 
very hard to prove BP 
killed them,” said Mark 
Davis, director of Tulane 
University’s Institute on 
Water Resources Law and 
Policy.

BP spokesman John 
Curry declined to detail 
any potential challenges 
his company might make 
regarding wildlife and habi-

tat claims.
“We’re not trying to run 

and hide from the situa-
tion,” he said. “Bottom line 
is we want to know exactly 
what the impact is, too.”

So far, about 4,000 birds, 
more than 700 sea turtles, 
dozens of dolphins and 
one whale have been found 
dead, or alive but oiled. 
Oil has hit some 600 miles 
of shoreline and at least 
44,000 square miles of the 
Gulf. The count doesn’t 
include the hundreds of 
oiled birds left in the wild 
to avoid disturbing their 
nesting grounds.

Pinpointing damage 
beneath the Gulf’s surface, 

however, is turning into an 
even bigger problem.

“It’s a 3-D challenge,” 
said Tom Brosnan, 
chief of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s assess-
ment and restoration divi-
sion. “It’s not just on the 
shoreline, it’s at depth, 
down to 5,000 feet in the 
Gulf.”

The government is 
deploying remotely oper-
ated submarines to get 
snapshots of what is hap-
pening in the deep, as well 
as collecting water samples 
to assess the populations of 
plankton and other small 
organisms.

Computers will use the 
information gathered to 
produce estimates of how 
many plankton, fish or 
shrimp are killed based in 
part on how much habitat 
is ruined.

Gauging the consequenc-
es could take years and 
require some calculated 
guesswork to account for 
wildlife that dies or suffers 
unseen.

Federal officials haven’t 
said whether they’ve 
assigned a cost to every-
thing.

In some cases, however, 
arriving at a cost can be as 
straightforward as similar 
efforts during the 11 mil-
lion-gallon Exxon Valdez 
spill in 1989 in Alaska. The 
state priced each seagull 
at $167, eagles at $22,000, 
harbor seals at $700 and 
killer whales at $300,000.

The scope of the lat-
est census is enormous 
— the Gulf spill has so far 
unleashed between 91 and 
179 million gallons of oil 
— and the cost of that tally 
will likely prove expensive 
in itself.

In the case of the Valdez, 
$125 million has been spent 
on scientific research since 
the spill in Prince William 
Sound.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this July 15 photo, a joint BP-government team looks for oil in the fragile marshlands on 
Bay Ronquille, La. The team is performing a damage assessment that will determine how the 
company has to compensate for damage to natural resources.

COURTESY PHOTO

David Pharr, a citizen gauge reader for the SRWMD, checks 
a wire weight gauge on the Suwannee River near Suwannee 
Springs.

Citizens engage in 
water data collection 
from rivers, lakes
From staff reports

Data collection special-
ists with the Suwannee 
River Water Management 
District spend long hours 
installing, maintaining and 
collecting data from gauges 
along local rivers, lakes, 
and streams, but they can’t 
do it without the help of a 
few volunteers that supple-
ment their efforts.

More than 30 volunteer 
observers help collect rain-
fall and water-level data 
from manual gauges with-
in the district’s 15-county 
region. Observers take 
readings at least once a 
week and record the data 
in a log that is returned to 
the district.

Volunteer observers typi-
cally live or own property 
near the gauge sites and 
have a vested interest in the 
information. 

“They are folks who have 
an interest in river and lake 
levels for fishing purposes 
or who like to know how 
the levels affect their prop-
erty, such as during a flood 
or drought event,” said 
Donald Monroe, district 
hydrologic data collection 
specialist.

David Pharr, former 
owner and operator of the 
Canoe Outpost at the Spirit 
of the Suwannee Music 
Park in Live Oak, found 
that collecting water-level 
data was helpful to his cus-
tomers.

“We would get frequent 
inquiries about flood lev-
els,” said Pharr, who is an 
observer for the Suwannee 
River. “It was nice for us 
to provide our customers 
with information from the 
horse’s mouth.” 

Now, he and his wife, 
Debbie, enjoy weekend 
trips rafting along the river 
on their floating platform 
dubbed the “Clampett 
Mobile.” The platform — 
which carries a tent, chairs, 
coolers, fishing poles, the 
family dogs and other items 
— floats down the river with 
the current.

Knowledge of river levels 
helps in planning weekend 
trips.

“If the levels are too high 
we run into the branches; if 
they are too low there’s not 
enough current to carry 
us,” Pharr said.

Kim Davis, who lives on 
the Santa Fe River, has a 
staff gage on her property. 
She reads the gage weekly 
while out walking her dogs. 
However, when the river 
flooded in 1998, she was 
collecting levels for the dis-
trict daily.

The water had risen five 
feet under her home, which 
luckily, was built on 10-foot 
stilts in the 1970s. 

“There was no land in 
sight for two months at my 
house,” Davis said, noting 
she had to use a gheenoe 
boat to access her prop-
erty.

Davis was able to assist 
the District in taking read-
ings during that flood until 
the staff gage became sub-
merged.

Observers serve as 
a backup for electronic 
gages, which transmit data 
to a computer via satellite 
or phone lines.

“Having backup data is 
important in case of equip-
ment failure and it also 
provides a means to check 
data against that which is 
produced from automated 
equipment,” Monroe said. 
“The most critical time for 
this data is during a flood 
event when the public relies 
on this information.”

 The District provides 
water-level and rainfall data 
to the public through its 
website, www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com. Flood warn-
ings are posted during a 
flooding event. Such data 
is also used to compile 
reports for projects and for 
decision-making.

Obtaining reliable data 
for these purposes could 
not be possible without the 
District’s volunteer observ-
ers. 

“We have reliable data 
observers, whose service 
to the district serves an 
important purpose,” said 
Monroe. 

“The district appreciates 
all their efforts and hard 
work,” he said.

Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park to host Elvis
From staff reports

Spirit of the Suwannee 
Music Park in Live Oak 
has scheduled regional 
Elvis tribute artist winner 

Matthew Spalding of Atlanta 
to portray the King during 
his younger years, and Ted 
“Teddy Mac” McMullen, to 
portray Elvis during Elvis’ 
jumpsuit era on July 31.

McMullen is a nationally 
known tribute artist and 
Spalding has an all new 
show for his fans.

The Music Hall opens 
at 5 p.m. on July 31 with 

music beginning at  7 p.m. 
Admission is $10.

Call (386) 364-1683 or 
visit www.musicliveshere.
com for directions or more 
information.

HUD and VA work to 
prevent homelessness 
among war veterans
From staff reports

In an effort to prevent 
homelessness among vet-
erans, primarily those 
returning from the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
and the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs announced 
Thursday that both agen-
cies will invest a combined 
$15 million in five selected 
communities near military 
installations. 

The HUD and VA grant 
funding is intended to pro-
vide housing assistance 
and supportive services to 
veterans who might other-
wise be living in homeless 
shelters or on the streets.

Under the new Veterans 
Homelessness Prevention 
Demonstration Program, 
existing HUD grantees 

or “Continuums of Care” 
located near the following 
military installations will 
each receive $2 million: 
MacDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa; Camp Pendleton 
in San Diego, Calif.; Fort 
Hood in Killeen, Texas; 
Fort Drum in Watertown, 
N.Y.; and Joint Base Lewis-
McChord near Tacoma, 
Wash.. In addition, VA med-
ical centers in the follow-
ing areas will each receive 
$1 million: Tampa, San 
Diego, Dallas, Syracuse, 
N.Y.; and American Lake in 
Washington.

“The men and women 
who serve our nation 
deserve better than a life on 
the streets when they return 
home,” said HUD Secretary 
Shaun    Donovan. 

“These grants represent 
a first step,” he said.

/shared-content/e-edition/jump.php?page=6a&date=2010-07-23&pub=
/shared-content/e-edition/jump.php?page=6A&date=2010-07-23&pub=


Bradford County Telegraph • Thursday, ]uly 29,2010

Citizens 'engaged' in water data collection
Data collection specialists with

the Suwannee River Water Man

agement District spend long hours

installing, maintaining and collect

ing data from gages along rivers,

lakes and streams, but they can't do

it without the help of a few volun

teers that supplement their efforts.

More than 30 volunteer observers

help collect rainfall and water-level

data from manual gages within the

district's 15-county region. Ob

servers take readings at least once

a week and record the data in a log

that is returned to the district.

Volunteer observers typically

live or own property near the gage

.sites and have a vested interest in

the information.

"They are folks who have an in

terest in river and lake levels for

fishing purposes or who like lo

know how the levels affect their

property, such as during a flood or

drought event," said Donald Mon

roe, district hydrologic data collec

tion specialist.

David Pharr, former owner and

operator of the Canoe Outpost at the

Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

in Live Oak, found that collecting

water-level data was helpful to his

customers.

"We would get frequent inquiries

about flood levels," said Pharr, who

is an observer for the Suwannee

River. "It was nice for us to provide

our customers with information

from the horse's mouth."

Now, he and his wjfe, Debbie,

enjoy weekend trips rafting along

the river on their floating platform

dubbed the "Clampett Mobile."

The platform-which carries a tent,

chairs, coolers, fishing poles, the

family dogs and other items-floats

down the river with the current.

Knowledge of river levels helps

in planning weekend trips.

■'If the levels are too high we run

into the branches; if they are too

low there's not enough current to

carry us," Pharr said.

Kim Davis, who lives on the

Santa Fe River, has a staff gage on

her property. She reads the gage

weekly while out walking her dogs.

However, when the river flooded in

1998, she was collecting levels for

the district daily.

The water had risen five feet uh-,
der her home, which luckily, was

built on 10-foot stilts in the 1970s.

"There was no land in sight for

two months at my house," Davis

said, noting she had to use a Gheen-

oe boat to access her property.

Davis was able to assist the dis-

See WATER page 7A
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Climate change should be considered in water management
Water
«>h™ued from page *
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Levy County may have

only a moderate risk of

future water shortages,

according to a new study by

the Natural ■ Resources

Defense Council.

The results of the study,

released on July 20, show a

county-by-county analysis of

water shortages throughout

the U.S. by the year 2050

due to climate change.

"In Florida, '21 counties,

mostly in Central Florida,

potential for extreme water

shortages where demand

ment...butthey'regOnna:be 2050, most in the southern

expensive." There may be . half of the state." Texashas

that much of SRWMD's

laments ^ based on

projected population esti

mates. And even those are

unpredictable,he said.

J» feW yCara ag<?' We

water is available.

■water resources, Ushof map

half of its 264count1es „ hejllB h-h .. ._ »

map. '* ?°,Se "S^ u^"'
Columbia and Alachua, are

said. But now. not as many

But despite whether or

- - - ::; I ■ •• / Ushofsaid8 "We
could be a global leader in need to plan for a planet in

that effort, he said. -,this situation"

leader m trying to anticipate age water take into account h, J™^\ <a^onnt U"
he said. But how do you go

^ored into management

should be conservative m

P°°rly
systems

irrigation

to be

ning for the future:

y, the Suwannee

water-supply

keep a cautionary watch on

i™

"It's aH about being a

good steward and just being

Lashof said. would have a demand that

ihnrtHOM i_" . vjiimhs 01 me oih say it is OUtStr

' __Sn°"a?eS- nQndred eountl« a« at servation and better manage- hurting the state's economy done.

■ a 14 fold increase due to cli- Roy said.
fall mto the moderate cate- mate change." Usho, ,

asked if SRWMD consid- projects 20 years into the

could, but it's hard. You the Suwannee River Basin is

can't predict it." | soon to follow.

Climate change has the ' To see the NRDC's study

having extreme and high

what extent. Herd explained ty.
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Citizens engage'd in water data collection

David Pharr, a citizen gage reader for the SRWMD, checks a wire weight gage on the

Suwannee River near Suwannee Springs. - photo submitted

Submitted

LIVE OAK, FL, July

22,2010 - Data collection

specialists with the

Suwannee River Water

Management District

(District) spend long

hours installing, main

taining and collecting

data from gages along

our rivers, lakes, and

streams, but they can't

do it without the help of

a few volunteers that

supplement their efforts.

More than 30 volun

teer observers help col

lect rainfall and water-

level data from manual

gages within the Dis

trict's 15-county region.

Observers take readings

at least once a week and

' record the data in a log

that is returned to the

District.

Volunteer observers

typically live or own

property near the gage

sites and have a vested

interest in the informa

tion.

"They are folks who.

have an interest in river

and lake levels for fish

ing purposes or who like

to know how the levels

affect their property,

such as during a flood or

drought event," said

Donald Monroe, District

hydrologic data collec

tion specialist.

David Pharr, former

owner and operator of

the Canoe Outpost at the

Spirit of the Suwannee

Music Park in Live Oak,

found that collecting wa

ter-level data was help

ful to his customers.

"We would get fre

quent inquiries about

flood levels," said Pharr,

who is an observer for

the Suwannee River. "It

was nice for us to pro

vide our customers with

information from the

horse's mouth."

Now, he and his wife,

Debbie, enjoy weekend

trips rafting along the

river on their floating

platform dubbed the

"Clampett Mobile." The

platform - which carries

a tent, chairs, coolers;

fishing pples, trie family

dogs and other items -

floats down the river

with the current. Knowl

edge of river levels helps

in planning weekend

trips.

"If the levels are too

high we run into the

branches; if they are too

low there's not enough

current to carry us,"

Pharr said.

Kim Davis, who lives

on the Santa Fe River,

has a staff gage on her

property. She reads the

gage weekly while dut

walking her dogs. How

ever, when the river

flooded in 1998, she was

collecting levels for the

District daily. The water

had risen 5 feet under

her home, which luckily,

was built on 10-foot stilts

in the 1970s.

"There was no land in

sight foe two months at

my house," Davis said,

noting she had to use a

gheenoe boat to access

her property. Davis was

able to assist the District

in taking readings dur

ing that flood until the

staff gage became sub

merged.

Observers serve as a

backup for electronic

gages, which transmit

data to a computer via

satellite or phone lines.

"Having backup data is

important in case of

equipment failure and it

also provides a meansto

check data against that

which is produced from

automated equipment,"

Monroe said. "The most

critical time for this data

is during a flood event

when the public relies on

this information."

The District provides

water level and rainfall

data to the public

through its website,

www.mysuwanneeriv-

er.com. Flood warnings

are posted during a

flooding event. Such

data is also used to com

pile reports for projects

and for decision-mak

ing. Obtaining reliable

data for these purposes

could not be possible

without the District's

volunteer observers.

"We have reliable, data

observers, whose service

to the District serves an

important purpose,"

said Monroe. "The Dis

trict appreciates all their

efforts and hard work."



Citizens en'gage'd in

water data collection
LIVE OAK, FL, July 22, 2010 - Data

collection specialists with the Suwannee

River Water Management District (Dis

trict) spend long hours' installing, main- .

taining and collecting data from gages

along out rivers, lakes, and streams, but

they can't do it without the help of a few

volunteers that supplement their efforts.

More than 30 volunteer observers help

collect rainfall and water-level data from

manual gages within the District's 15-

county region. Observers take readings

at least once a week and record the data

in a log that is returned to the District.

Volunteer observers typically live or

own property near the gage sites and

have a vested interest in the information.

■ "They are folks who have an interest

in river and lake levels for fishing pur

poses or who like to know how the lev

els affect their property, such as during a

flood or drought event," said Donald

Monroe, District hydrologic data collec

tion specialist.

David Pharr, former owner and opera

tor of the Canoe Outpost at the Spirit of

the Suwannee Music Park in Live Oak,

found that collecting water-level data

was helpful to his customers.

"We would get frequent inquiries

about flood levels," said Phan, who is .

an observer for the Suwannee River. "It

was nice for us to provide our customers

with information from the horse's

mouth."

Now, he and his wife, Debbie, enjoy

weekend trips rafting along the river on

their floating platform dubbed the

"Oampett Mobile." The platform -

which carries a tent, chairs, coolers, fish

ing poles, the family dogs and other

items - floats down the river with the

current '

Knowledge of river levels helps in

planning weekend trips.

"If the levels are too high we run into

the branches; if they are too low there's

not enough current to carry us," Pharr
said.

Kim Davis, who lives on the Santa Fe

River, has a staffgage on her property.

She reads the gage weekly while out

walking her dogs. However, when the

river flooded in 1998, she was collecting

levels for the District daily.

The water had risen 5 feet under her

home, which luckily, was built on 10-

foot stilts in the 1970s.

"There was no land in sight for two

months at my house," Davis said, noting

she had to use a gheenoe boat to access

her property.

Davis was able to assist the District in

taking readings during that flood until

the staff gage became submerged.

Observers serve as a backup for elec

tronic gages, which transmit data to a

computer via satellite or phone lines.

"Having backup data is important in

THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2010

case of equipment failure and it also

provides a means to check data against

that which is produced from automated
- ^Pment," Monroe said. "The most

critical time.for this data is during-a-
flood event when the public relies on
this information."

The District provides water-level and
rainfall data to the public through its

website, www.mysuwanneeriver.com.
Flood warnings are posted during a
flooding event. Such data is also used to
compile reports for projects and for.ded-
sion-making.

Obtaining reliable data for these pur
poses could not be possible without the

District's volunteer observers.
"We have reliable'data observers,

whose service to the District serves'an
important purpose," said Monroe. "The

District appreciates all their efforts and
hard work."
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Levy County may have only a moderate risk

of future water shortages, according to a new

study by the Natural Resources Defense

Council.

The results of the study, released on My 20,

show a county-by-county analysis pf water

shortages throughout the U.S. by the year 2050

due to climate change.

In Florida, 21 counties, most in Central

Florida, were rated as having the potential for

extreme water shortages where demand would

outstrip supply.

Twenty-five conn- «w rf tQ

ties, including near-,

by Alachua, Marion, anticipate

cIX, ™ that climate
rated as having the Change Will
potential for high- QCCUr."
risk water shortages. " .

Eighteen counties, ~\Dan.'£8ht!!1
including Levy, director of the cli-

fall into the moder

ate category.

"One out of three counties (in the U.S.) faces

water shortages because of climate change," Dan

Lashof, director of the climate center at NRDC,

said at a news conference held for the report's

release. "F

v —e— --—'

climate change." Climate change has the poten

tial to affect rainfall.

said that Florida, though just one of 14 states to

show significant risks, is definitely a concern.

The state wul need to mane waier tunservauuii

and better management techniques a priority,

Roy said.

Lashof said, "Certainly, some of the impacts

whole regions, that end up migrating it

where water is available.

Besides management of water resources,

Lashof said, the U.S.needs to concentrate on

reducing greenhouse emissions. The U.S. could

be a global leaderin that effort, he said.

See STUDY 11A

New coLinty-by-

county study
. - . Organization says climate

SnOWS TUtUre change shouldbepart of

Water Shortages water management efforts
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STUDY
Continued from 1A

So far, Lashof said, California has been the leader in trying

lo anticipate these kinds of problems.

In 2006, California passed Bill 32 that aims to reduce

carbon emissions in the state by 25 percent by 2020 and 80

percent by 2050.

"I think there are some positive lessons there," Lashof

Upper Santa Fe River Basin.

Bui Minnis said he's not sure how SRWMD could pos

sibly go about taking climate change into account

"You don't discount it," he said. "But how do you go

about it? Maybe you just keep a cautionary watch on it."

Carlos Herd, a senior hydrogeologist with SRWMD,

agreed. When asked if SRWMD considered climate

reducing employment' I wish we could, but it's hard. You can't predict it."

The NRDC study shows California with 36 counties Climate change has the potential to have an impact, he
having extreme and high risk of water shortages by 2050, said. But there are too many variables to know to what
most in the southern half of the stale. extent. Herd explained that much of
Texas has the highest percentage of "It's all about being a SRWMD's assessments are based on pro-

■ , ... __ ..i i__ic ~c :.- . . ... ipi-tpH nnnniation estimates. And even

mose are unpredictable, he said.

"We need to anticipate that climate

"nge will occur," Lashof said. "We

d to plan for a planet in this situation."

Lashof said it's imperative that agen-

g

climate change when planning for the future.

Locally, the Suwannee River Water Management

for a tremendous population," he said. But

now, not as many people are moving to the
—Steve Minnis, state

SRWMD Whether or not climate change can be

factored into management plans, Minnis

said, people should be conservative in their use of water.

ent Running faucets and inefficient or poorly planned irrigation

District, which manages part of Levy County, is working systems need to be addressed, he said.

an area SRWMD said would have a demand that outstrips

supply if nothing is done.

"Right now, we're doing a plan so it doesn't happen,"

said Steve Minnis, director of governmental affairs with

SRWMD.

Four counties under SRWMD's jurisdiction are shown

on the NRDC's study as being high risks. Three of those

counties, Union, Columbia and Alachua, are part of the

dent with the resource."

The Upper Santa Fe River Basin assessment, which

projects water supply 20 years into the future, should be out

by the end of the year, according to Minnis. An assessment

of the Suwannee River Basin is soon to follow.

To see the NRDC's study and map of U.S. counties, go

to www.nrdc.org/globalwarming/watersustainability.



Citizens En "Gauged" In Water Data Colleclon

A staff 9*>g« Htfpi spodrfiu collect ■tato

irw Suwannee River.

A staff gauga along Ifw Suwannes Hiver. □avid Phafr, ■ citizen gnuga ™»d« for t»s SH-

WHO, chsdu ■ wire weight gauge on the Sinnnnat

Rlvtr near Suwannee Springs.

Data collection specialists with the Suwannee

River Water Management District {District) spend

long hours installing, maintaining and collecting

data from gauges along our rivers, lakes, and

streams, but they can't do it without the help of a

few volunteers that supplement their efforts.

More than 30 volunteer observers help collect

rainfall and water-level data from manual gauges

within the District's 15-county region. Observers

take readings at least once a week and record the

data in a log that is returned to the District.

Volunteer observers typically live or own prop

erty near the gauge sites and have a vested interest

in the information.

"They are folks who have an interest in river

and lake levels for fishing purposes or who like to

know how the levels affect their property such as

during a flood or drought event," said Donald Mon

roe, District hydrolDgic data collection specialist.

David Pharr, former owner and operator of the

Canoe Outpost at the Spirit of the Suwannee Music

Park in Live Oak, found that collecting water-level

data was helpful to his customers.

''We would get frequent inquiries about flood
levels," said Pharr, who is an observer for the

Suwannee River. "It was nice for us to provide our

customers with information from the horse's

mouth."

Now, he and his wife, Debbie, enjoy weekend

trips rafting albng the river, on their floating plat

form dubbed the "Clampett Mobile." The platform

- which carries a tent, chairs, coolers, fishing

poles, the family dogs and other items - floats down

the river with the current.

Knowledge of river levels helps in planning

weekend trips.

"If the levels are too high we run into the

branches; if they are too low there's not enough

current to carry us," Pharr said.

Kim Davis, who lives on the Santa Fe River, has

a staff gauge on her property. She reads the gauge

weekly while out walking her dogs. However, when

the river flooded in 1998, she was collecting levels

for the District daily.

The water had risen five feet under her home,

which luckily, was built on 10-foot stilts in the

1970s.

"There was no land in sight for two months at

my house," Davis said, noting she had to use a

gheenoe boat to access her property.

Davis was able to assist the District in taking

readings during that flood until the staff gauge be

came submerged.

Observers serve as a backup for electronic

gauges, which transmit data to a computer via

satellite or phone lines.

"Having backup data is important in case of

equipment failure and it also provides a means to

check data against that which is produced from au

tomated equipment," Monroe said. "The most crit

ical time for this data is. during a flood event when

the public relies on this information."

The District provides water-level and rainfall

data to the public " through . its website,

www.mysuwanneeriver.com.' Flood warnings are

posted during a flooding event. Such data is also

used to compile reports for projects and for deci

sion-making.

Obtaining reliable data for these purposes

could not be possible without the District's volun- ■

teer observers.

"We have reliable data observers, whose ser

vice to the District serves an important purpose,"

said Monroe. "The District appreciates all then- ef-
forts and hard work."




