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‘Hunting season on
horizon on SRWMD Iands

Hunting will soon begin on nearly 100,000 acres of -
Suwannee River Water Management District-owned
lands. Deer, hog, turkey and small game hunting is

. available on limited days from September-March.

N

Hunting on these lands is managed by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as
Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs).

The following is a list of areas available for hunting:

* Big Shoals, eastern Hamilton County

» Cypress Creek, eastern Hamilton County

* Holton Creek, southern Hamilton County

« Little River, southern Suwannee County

» Troy Springs, northern Lafayette County

« Twin Rivers, eastern Madison County {
- « Mallory Swamp, southern Lafayette County

« Steinhatchee Springs, southern Lafayette, northern -

Dixie and eastern Taylor counties
» Lower Econfina, western Taylor County
» Middle Aucilla River, eastern Jefferson, western

Madison and Taylor counties

« Aucilla, eastern Jefferson and western Taylor coun-
ties

* Log Landing, eastern Dixie County

» Devil’s Hammock, southern Levy County

« Santa Fe Swamp, eastern Bradford County

Holton Creek is a mobility impaired hunting area. It
is closed to the public during hunt dates, except to per—
sons hiking the Florida Trail, :

Persons using WMAs are required to havc appropri-
ate licenses, permits and stamps.

Additionally, new regulations apply to some areas
beginning this season.

For more information contact the Florida Fish and .
Wildlife Conservation Commission at 386-758-0525
or visit www.myfwc.com. Hunting regulations and
maps of WMAs are available at -
http://www.myfwc.com/ :
RECREA’I‘IONfHunt WMABrochs htm#ne
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Huntlng season on
horizon on SRWMD lands

Hunting will soon: “begin_on
nearly 100,000 acres of Suwan-

nee River Water Management

District-owned lands. Deer, hog,
turkey and small' game hunting
is available on limited days from
September-March.

Hunting on these lands is man-

aged by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion as Wildlife Management
Areas.
The following is a list of areas
available for hunting:
- Big Shoals, eastern Hamilton
County
* Cypress Creek, eastern Ham-
ilton County
* Holton Creek, southern Ham-
ilton County
- Little River, southern Suwan-

nee County
- Troy Springs, northern Lafay-
ette County
+ Twin Rivers, eastern Madi-
son County
- Mallory Swamp, southern
Lafayette County
-"Steinhatchee Springs; south-
ern Lafayette, northern Dixie and
eastern Taylor counties -
Lower Econfina, western
Taylor County

- Middle Aucilla River, eastern

Jefferson, western Madison and
Taylor counties
- Aucilla, eastern Jefferson and

western Taylor counties

- Log Landing, eastern Dixie
County

+ Devil’s Hammock, southern
Levy County '

Santa' Fe bwamp. eastern
Bradford County

Holton Creek is a mobility im-
paired hunting area. It is closed
to the public during hunt dates,
except to people hiking the Flor-
ida Trail.

Persons__ using WMAs are re-
quired to have appropriate li-
censes, permits and stamps.

Additionally, new regulations
apply to some areas beginning
this season.

For more information con-
‘tact the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission
at 386-758-0525 or visit www.
myfwec.com. Hunting regulations
and maps of WMA s are available
as well,
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Hunting Season On Horizon
On SRWMD Lands

Hunting will soon begin on nearly 100,000 acres of Suwannee

River Water Management District-owned lands. Deer, hog, turkey
and small game hunting is available on limited days from September-
March. : ) :
Hunting on these lands is managed by the Florida Fish and .
wildlife Conservation Commission as Wildlife Management Areas
(WMAs). - . :

The following is a list of areas available for hunting:

Big Shoals, eastern Hamilton County

Cypress Creek, eastern Hamilton County

Holton Creek, southern Hamilton County

- Little River, southern Suwannee' County
Troy Springs, northern Lafayette County
. Twin Rivers, eastern Madison County
Mallory Swamp, southern Lafayette County ”
" Steinhatchee Springs, southern Lafayette, northern Dixie
and eastern Taylor counties :
Lower Econfina, western Taylor- County :
Middle Aucilla River, eastern Jefferson, western Madison
and Taylor counties . : ;
' Aucilla, eastern Jefferson and western Taylor counties

Log Landing, eastern Dixie County

Devil’s Hammock, southern Levy County ’

Santa Fe Swamp, eastern Bradford County g

Holton Creek is a mobility impaired hunting area. It is closed
to the public during hunt dates, except to persons hiking the Florida
Trail. .

Persons using WMAs are required to have appropriate licenses,
permits and stamps. ; s )

Additionally, new regulations apply to some areas beginning this
season. _ _ .

For more information, contact the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission at 386-758-0525 or visit wwwmyfwc
com <http://www.myfwc com>. Hunting regulations and maps of
WMAs are available at http:/www.myfwe.com/RECREATION/

Citizens
En‘GAGE’d
In Water Data
Collection

Data collection specialists
with the Suwannee River Water
Management District (District)
spend long hours installing,
maintaining and collecting data
from gages along our rivers,
lakes, and streams, but they can’t
do it without the help of a few
volunteers that supplement their
efforts. : ’

More than 30 volunteer
observers help collect rainfall
and water-level data from manual
gages within the District’s
15-county region. Observers take
readings at least once a week and

- record the data in a log that is

returned to the District.
Volunteer . observers
typicallylive orownproperty near
the gage sites and have a vested
interest in the information.
“They are folks who have an
interest in river and lake levels for
fishing purposes or who like to

know how the levels affect their

property, such as during a flood
or drought event,” said Donald
Monroe, District hydrologic data
collection specialist.

David Pharr, former owner
and operator ofthe Canoe Outpost
at the Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park in Live Oak, found
that collecting water-level data
was helpful to his customers.

A staff gage along the Suwan-
nee River. T e
“We would get frequent
inquiries about flood levels,” said
Pharr, who is an observer for the
Suwannee River. “It was nice for
us to provide our customers with

information from the horse’s.

mouth.”

Now, he and -his wife,
Debbie, enjoy weekend trips
rafting along the river on their
floating platform dubbed the
“Clampett Mobile.” The platform

— which carries a tent, chairs,

" coolers, fishing poles, the family
dogs and other items — floats

down the river with the current. .

Knowledge of river levels

helps in planning weekend trips.

“If the levels are too high

we run into the branches; if they

are too low there’s not enough
_ current to carry us,” Pharr said.

Kim Davis, who lives onthe

Santa Fe River, has a staff gage
on her property. She reads the
gage weekly while out walking

. when the public r;libs on this

river flooded in 1998, she was’

- collecting levels for the District
daily. . '

The water had risen 5 feet

‘under her home, which luckily;

was built on 10-foot stilts in the .
1970s. ; % #
“There was no land in sight

" for.two months at my house,”

Davis said, noting she had to
use a gheenoe boat to access her

' property. :

Davis was able to assist the
District in taking readings during
that flood until the staff gage
became submerged.

Observers serve as a backup
for electronic  gages, - which
transmit data to a computer via
satellite or phone lines.

“Having backup. data is
important in case of equipment
failure and it also provides a
means to. check data against _
that which is produced from
automated equipment,” Monroe
said. “The most critical time for |
this data is during a flood event
information.” ' :

_ The. District .. provides
water-level and rainfall data to .
the public through its website, -
www.mysuwanneeriver.com -
<http://www.mysuwanneeriver.
com>. Flood wamnings are
posted during a flooding’ event.
Such data is also used to compile

_ reports for projects ‘and for
decision-making. :

. Obtaining reliable’ ‘data
for these purposes could not be
possible without the District’s
volunteer observers. .

her dogs. However, when the
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Hunting season on horizon.on SRWMD lands

Submitted
~ LIVE OAK, FL, Au-
. gust 2, 2010 - Hunting
will soon begin on near-
| ly 100,000 acres of
. Suwannee River Water
Management District-
owned lands. Deer, hog,
" turkey and small game
hunting is available on
‘limited days from Sep-
tember-March.
Hunting on- these
" lands is managed by the
Florida Fish  and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission as Wildlife
‘Management Areas
(WMAs). The following
is a list of areas available
for hunting: Big Shoals,

eastern Hamilton Coun-

ty; Cypress Creek, east-

ern Hanulton County;
Holton Creek, southern
Hamilton County; Little
River, southern Suwan-
nee County;  Troy
Springs, northern
Lafayette County; Twin
Rivers, eastern Madison
County; Mallory
Swamp, .southern
Lafayette County; Stein-
hatchee Springs, south-
ern Lafayette, northern
Dixie and eastern Taylor
counties; Lower Econfi-
na, western Taylor
County; Middle Aucilla
River, eastern Jefferson,

“ford County;

western Madison and
Taylor counties; Aucilla,
eastern. Jefferson and

western Taylor counties;

Log Landing, eastern
Dixie County; Devil's
Hammock, southern
Levy County; Santa Fe
Swamp, eastern Brad-
‘Holton
Creek is a mobility im-
paired hunting area. It is
closed to the public dur-
ing hunt dates, except to
persons hiking the Flori-
da Trail.

Persons using WMAs
are required to have ap-

propriate licenses, per-

mits and stamps. Addi-

tionally, new regula-
tions apply to some ar-
eas. beginning this sea-
son.

For more informa-
tion contact the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation, Commission
at 386-758-0525 or visit
www.myfwc.com.
Hunting  regulations
and maps of WMAs are
available . at
http:/ / www.myfwe.co
m/RECREATION/Hun
t_WMABrochs.htm#ne.
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Citizens en‘gage’d in
water data collection

“If the levels are too high we run into the
branches; if they are too low there’s not enough
current to carry us,” Pharr said.

Kim Davis, who lives on the Santa Fe vaer has a
S staff gage on her property. She reads the gage weekl
lakes, and streams, but they can’t do it without while out waﬂqng her dogs. However, when the nve);
the help of a few volunteers that supplement their flooded in 1998, she was collecting levels for the
efforts. District daily.

More than 30 volunteer observers help collect The water had risen 5 feet under her home, which
rainfall and water-level data from manual gages luckily, was built on 10-foot stilts in the 1970s.

within the District’s 15-county region. Observers ;
take readings at least once a week and re?cord the house,” Davis said, noting she had to use a gheenoe
data in a log that is returned to the District. boat to access her property.

Volunteer observers typically live or own Property Davis was able to assist the District in taking
near the gage sites and have a vested interestinthe o5 4i0 during that flood until the staff gage became
information. o - submerged.

“They are folks who have an interest in river and Observers serve as a backup for electronic gages,
lake levels for fishing purposes or who like to know  ypich transmit data to a computer via satellite or _

LIVE OAK - Data collection specialists with
the Suwannee River Water Management District
(District) spend long hours installing, maintaining
and collecting data from gages along our rivers,

“There was no land in sight for two months at my

how the levels affect their property, such as during phone lines.

a flood or drought event,” said Donald Mgmoe, “Having backup data is important in case of

District hydrologic data collection specialist. - equipment failure and it also provides a means to
David Pharr, former owner and operator of the | check data against that which is produced from

Canoe Outpost at the Spirit of the Suwannee Music | 4tomated equipment,” Monroe said. “The most
Park in Live Oak, found that collecting water-level ¢ itica time for this data is during a flood event

data was helpful to his customers. when the public relies on this information.”

“We would get frequent inquiries about flood The District provides water-level and rainfall
levels,” said Pharr, who is an observer for the data to the public through its website, www.
Suwannee River. “It was nice for us to provide our mysuwanneeriver.com. Flood warnings are posted

customers with information from the horse’s mouth.”

Now, he and his wife, Debbie, enjoy weekend compile reports for projects and for decision-making.
trips rafting along the river on their floating platform  p¢ainino reliable data for these purposes could
dubbed the “Clampett Mobile.” The platform — not be possible without the District’s volunteer
which carries a tent, chairs, coolers, fishing poles, the o o o
family dogs and other items — floats down the river “We have reliable data observers, whose service
with the current. _ _ ' to the District serves an important purpose,” said

Knowledge of river levels helps in planning Monroe. “The District appreciates all their efforts
weekend trips. and hard work.”

during a flooding event. Such data is also used to
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Huntmg season on horlzon on SRWMD lands

Huntinig will soon begin on
* nearly 100,000 acres of Suwan-
nee River Water Management
- District-owned lands, includ-
.ing large tracts in Lafayette.
'Deér, hog, turkey and small

game hunting is available on

limited days from September-

March.

‘Hunting on these lands is
managed by the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
Commission as Wildlife Man-
agement Areas (WMAs).

The following is a list of ar-
eas available for hunﬁ.ng-

* Big Shoals, eastern Hamil-
ton County
* Cypress Creek, eastern
Hamilton County
¢ Holton Creek, southern
Hamilton County

~ SEE HUNTING, PAGE TA-

Huntmg season on hOI‘lZOH
on SRWMD lands

Continued From Page lA

e Little River, south-

ern Suwannee County

* Troy Springs, north-
ern Lafayette County

¢ Twin Rivers, east-
ern Madison County

¢ Mallory Swamp,
southern Lafayette

County .

e Steinhatchee
Springs, southern
Lafayette, northern

Dixie and eastern Tay-

lor counties
* Lower Econfina,
western Taylor County
e Middle Aucilla
River, eastern Jefferson,

western Madison and
" Taylor counties

e Aucilla, eastern Jef-
ferson and western Tay-
lor counties

¢ Log Landing, east-

ern Dixie County

e Devil’'s Hammock,

southern Levy County
e Santa Fe Swamp,
eastern Bradford Coun-

Holton Creek is a
mobility impaired
hunting area. It is
closed to the public
during hunt dates, ex-

cept to persons hiking.

the Florida Trail.
Persons using WMAs

are required to have ap-
‘propriate licenses, per-

mits and stamps.
Additionally, new
regulations apply  to

some areas begmnmg :

this season.

For more information ~
contact the Florida Fish ;
-and Wildlife Conserva- .
tion Commission at

386-758-0525 or visit
www.myfwc.com.

Hunting  regulations
and maps of WMAs are

available - at
http:/ / www.myfwc.co

.m /RECREATION /Hun
& WMABmchs hitm# *
' ne.
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Local folks en‘gage’d
in water data collection

Data collection specialists with the
Suwannee River Water Management
District spend long hours installing,
maintaining and collecting data from
gages along our rivers, lakes, and
streams, but they can’t do it without
the help of a few volunteers that sup-
plement their efforts.

More than 30 volunteer observers
help collect rainfall and water-level
data from manual gages within the
District’s 15-county region. Ob-
servers take readings at least once a
week and record the data in a log that
is returned to the District.

Volunteer observers typically live
or own property near the gage sites
and have a vested interest in the in-
formation.

“They are folks.who have an inter-
est in river and lake levels for fishing
purposes or who like to know how
-the levels affect their property, such

as during a flood or drought event,”

said Dopald Monroe, District hydro-

logic data collection specialist.

David Pharr, former owner and op-
erator of the Canoe Outpost at the
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in
Live Oak, found that collecting wa-
ter-level data was helpful to his cus-
tomers.

“We would get frequent inquiries
about flood levels,” said Pharr, who is
an observer for the Suwannee River.

“It was nice for us to provide our cus-

tomers with - information from the
horse’s mouth.”

Now, he and his wife, Debbie, en-
joy weekend trips rafting along the

river on their floating platform

dubbed: the “Clampett Mobile.” The
platform — which carries a tent,
chairs, coolers, fishing poles, the
family dogs and other items — floats
down the river with the current.

Knowledge of river levels helps in
planning weekend trips, :

“If the levels are too high we run
into the branches; if they are too low
there s not enough current to carry

” Pharr said.

The District provides water-level
and rainfall data to the public through
its website, -
www.mysuwanneeriver.com. Flood
warnings are posted during a flooding
event. Such data is also used to com-
pile reports for projects and for deci-
sion*making.

Obtaining reliable. data for these
purposes could not be possible with-
out the District's volunteer observers.

“We have reliable data observers,
whose service to the District serves
an important purpose,” said Monroe.
“The District appreciates all their ef-
forts and hard work.” :









Gounty,
water
district
buy land

By Christopher Curry
Staff writer ’

The Suwannee River Water Management
District and Alachua County have completed an
approximately $2.5 million purchase of conserva-
tion property along the Santa Fe River.

The 463-acre tract runs along the river for nearly
1 % miles. A mix of swamp forest where river
birch, cypress and tupelo trees grow andan
upland forest area populated by spruce pine and
oaks, the property is directly east of the water
management district’s 737-acre Santa Fe River
Ranch and nearly one mile west of the point
where State Road 121 anid County Road 239 cross
near the Alachua/Union county line.

The riverfront property will be an addition to the
adjacent Santa Fe River Ranch, which thf: water
management expects to open to the public later
this year.

“Qur plans are to not develop that property
extensively but to allow some of these passive
recreation uses such as biking, hiking and trail
riding,” said Terry Demott, acquisitions coordina-
tor for the Suwannee district.

The purchase of the land from the Osceola Land
& Timber Corp. was completed on Aug. 4.The
property consists of three separate tax parcels,
the largest of which Osceola Land & Timber
purchased for $2.48 million in 2006, Clerk of

" Courts records show. The Alachua County

| Property Appraiser’s Office listed the market
value of the property &t approximately $1.8

- million, while the taxable value of the agricultur-
ally zoned land was a little more than $117,000.

The water management district and county
purchased the property for $2 ,494,324. The water
management district used $1.87 million in state
Florida Forever conservation funds, and county
government’s Alachua County Forever program
contributed $624,324 generated by the half-cent
Wild Spaces & Public Places sales tax that voters
approved in November 2008. As state budget cuts
have diminished the district’s annual allotment of
Florida Forever funds from about $75 mi_llion to
approximately $1.5 million, Demott said it’s
become more vital to partner with the county on
conservation purchases. ’

|  Meanwhile, the county expects that, by the f:nd
| ofthe year, its full allotment of sales tax funding
for Alachua County Forever will either be spent or
: LAND on Page 4B

' 4B THE GAINESVILLE SUN | '1‘UESDAY, AUGUST10,2010
LAND: Purchase will help keep
area by Santa Fe River safe

Continued from 1B

tied to a contract offer.
Initially projected to
raise nearly $17.1 million
for conservation purchas-
es, the tax is now expect-
ed to raise a little less than
$13.1 million toward that
program. Ramesh Buch,
project manager for
Alachua County Forever,
said about $5.9 million
remains, but that money
will be gone if land
owners and the County
Commission approve
contract offers already
made.
Protecting land along
the Santa Fe River,
| particularly the Osceola
| Land & Timber tract, has
emerged as a priority goal
of the Alachua County
Forever program.
The nonprofit Alachua
Conservation Trust also
| has plans to buy and
' preserve undeveloped
property along the river.
The group has a $4 million
grant from the Florida
Communities Trust to go
toward the acquisition of
property along the river.
“The important thing is
.to protect as much of the
river corridor as possible,
and that’s what we’re
trying to do,” gaid Robert
‘Hutchinson, executive

. director of the trust. “A

Land purchase
Land owned by Gainesville Regional
Utilities located near State Road 121
south of the Columbia County line
would be bought through the
Alachua County Forever
conservation program

et 7

RéB h;AEIO‘Suffgr r.l‘:c
portion of the river is
developed and a portion
should stay undeveloped.”
Hutchinson said the first
priority is a nearly
100-acre property the city
of Gainesville owns. The
county made a prior
attempt to buy that land,
but city officials said they
could not come down from
the approximately
$570,000 asking price.

Contact Christopher
Curry at 374-5088 or chris.
curry@gvillesun.com.
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Conservation easement
protects wetlands near
Suwannee River

From staff reports

The Suwannee River
Water Management
District commends
Anderson Columbia Co.,
Inc., and Strickland Field
Limited Partnership for
alQ-year commitment to
water resource protection.

The District purchased
development rights on a
3,822-acre parcel owned by
Anderson Columbia and
Strickland Field Limited
Partnership for $2.3 million
10 years ago. '

Under the terms of ‘the
‘conservation  easement,
landowners of the property
have agreed to keep the
property in its current natu-
ral state. The agreement
restricts harvesting or alter-
‘ation of forested wetlands.
Silviculture activities “in
non-wetland areas must
comply with best manage-
ment practices to protect
the environment.
_ “Anderson Columbia
and Strickland Field
Limited Partnership have
proven to be dedicated

partners in conservation,”

said ~ Joe Flanagan, the.

District’s director of land
acquisition and manage-
ment. “Through these
efforts 1,837 acres of
cypress and wetland forests
will permanently remain
untouched.” .

. The Dixie County prop-

erty adjoins the Suwannee

River estuary and the

Lower Suwannee National

Wildlife Refuge.

Under the easement, the
landowners retain hunting
rights and rights to grow
and harvest pine plantation
on non-wetland acreage.

A conservation ease-
ment is a perpetual agree-
ment that leaves the basic

ownership and manage-
ment of property with the .

private landowner but per-
manently restricts develop-
ment and prohibits the
alteration of ‘wetlands. The

District. currently protects

more than 125,000 acres of
water resource lands using
this tool. =+
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En‘gage’d in water data collection

Special to the Citizen
Data collection special-
ists with the Suwannee
River Water Management
District spend long hours
installing, maintaining and

collecting data from gages

along, our: rivers, lakes, and

streams, but they can’t do it
without the help of a few
volunteers that. sypplement
their efforts. .,

“More than 30 volunteer
observers help collect
rainfall and water-level data
from manual gages within
the District’s 15-county
region. Observers . take
readings at least once a week
and record the data in a log
that is returned to the
District.

Volunteer observers typi-
cally live or own property
near the gage sites and have
a vested interest in the infor-
mation.

“They are folks who have
an interest in river and lake
levels for fishing purposes
or who like to know how the
levels affect their
property, such as during a
flood or drought event,” said

Donald Monroe, District
hydrologic data collection
specialist,

David Pharr, former

owner and operator of the

~Capoe Outpost at the Spirit.

of the Suwannee Music Park
in Live Oak, found that col-
lecting water-level data was
helpful to his customers.

“We would get frequent
inquiries about flood levels,”
said Pharr, who is an observ-
er for the Suwannee River.
“It was nice for us to provide
our customers with informa-
tion from the horse's
mouth.”

 Maobile.”

Now, he and his wife,
Debbie, enjoy weekend trips
rafting along the river on
their floating platform
dubbed the “Clampett

The platform — which
carries a tent, chairs, cool-
ers, fishing poles, the family
dogs and other items — floats
down the river with the cur-
rent.

Knowledge of river lev- ;

els helps in planning week-
end trips.

_“If the levels are too high
we run.into the branches; if
they are too low there’s not
enough current to carry us,”
Pharr said. -

Kim Davis, who lives on

the Santa Fe River, has a
staff gage on her property.

She reads the gage weekly

while out walking her dogs.
However, when the river
flooded in 1998, she ‘was
collecting levels for the
District daily.

The water had risen 5 feet
under her home, which luck-
ily, was built on 10-foot
stilts in the 1970s.

“There was no land in

- sight for two months at my

house,” Davis - said, noting
she had to use a gheence
boat to access her property.
Davis was able to assist
the District in taking read-
ings during that flood until

the staff gage became sub-
merged.

Observers serve as a
backup for electronic gages,

. . which transmit data to a "

' computer via satellite or
phone lines.

“Having backup clata is

important in case-of equip-
ment failure and it also pro-

vides a means to check data.

against that which is pro-
duced from automated
equipment,” Monroe said.
“The. most critical time for
this data is during a flood
| event when the public relies
| on this information.”

The District providgs
| water-level and rainfall data

to the public through its
www.mysuwan- .

website,
neeriver.com. Flood warn-
ings are posted during a-
flooding event. Such data is
also used to compile reports

| for projects and for deci-

sion-making.

Obtaining reliable data

for these purposes could not-
be possible without the
District’s volunteer
observers.
- “We have reliable data
observers, whose service to
the District serves. an
important purpose,”  said
Monroe. “The  District
appreciates all their efforts
and hard work.”
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: Letter To The
Editor

SUBJECT: Clarification

This letter is to clarify
comments made at the Nature
Coast Regional Water Authority’s
(NCRWA) Water and Wastewater
Feasibility Study in Old Town on
June 24th. During the workshop,
it was stated that the funding
for the Feasibility Study came'
from a source intended for Dixie
County. |

According to Diane Scholz,
a representative from the Office
of Tourism, Trade, and Economic
Development (OTTED), the
funding source for NCRWA’s
Feasibility Study is from the
Rural Infrastructure Fund Grant.
This grant program is funded
by the State Legislature from
general appropnailons

The statement made at the
workshop regarding the funding
source for the Feasibility Study
inadvertently referred to another
matter. At one time the NCRWA
Board discussed the possibility of
applying for a federal Economic
Development Grant associated
with the 2004 hurricane season |
to. assist in paying water and/'
or wastewater  construction
costs. for Old Town residents
and businesses. However, the
NCRWA Board decided to finish
the - Feasibility Study prior to

. pursuing possible grants.

The Authority has and will

. continue to extend ariolive branch

to any community that wishes
to partner with the Authority to

ensure a long-term reliable water

supply and wastewater service..
The Authority sincerely believes
that a partnership approach on
common ground will benefit

our communities. Some of these

benefits are:

« _ Reduce water and
wastewater cost to res;dents and
businesses;

*  Create local jobs;

Strength local
economles ! i
Enhance  economic
opportunities; '
*  Improve fire
protection;-
*  Ensure long-term
reliable water supply;
*  Improve water quality
in the region;
= Protect the health of
our communities;

* - Avoid conflict and

competition; and

" Establish and
maintain a positive community
environment. '

Further, the - State
'encourages and supports a
‘regional water supply approach
and provides various incentives
to regional entities to accomplish
their missions efficiency and
effectively.

The next meeting of the
Authority is scheduled for
Wednesday, August 18th, at 2:00
p.m. at the Fanning Springs City
Hall. We look forward to seeing
you there. :

Sincerely,

Randy Durden

Chair, Nature Coast
Regional Water Authority
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Conservation
Easement
Protects
Wetlands Near
Suwannee

Water Management District
(District) commends
Anderson Columbia Co. Inc.,
and Strickland Field Limited
Partnership .for alQ-year
commitment to water resource
protection.

The District purchased
development rights on a
3,822-acre  parcel owned
by Anderson Columbia and
Strickland = Field Limited
Partnership for $2.3 million

10 years ago.
Under the terms of the
conservation easement,

landowners of the property
have agreed to keep the
property in its current natural
state. The agreement restricts

harvesting or alteration of
forested wetlands. Silviculture
activities in  non-wetland
areas must comply with best
management practices to
protect the environment. |
“Anderson Columbia
and Strickland Field Limited
Partnership have proven
to be dedicated partners
in conservation,” said. Joe
Flanagan, the  District’s
director of land acquisition
and management. “Through

" these efforts 1,837 acres of

cypress and wetland forests

will permanently remain
untouched.”
The Dixie County property

adjoins the Suwannee River

estuary and the Lower
Suwannee National Wildlife
Refuge. '

Under the easement, the
landowners retain hunting
rights and rights to grow and
harvest pine plantation on
non-wetland acreage. :

A conservation easement
is a perpetual agreement that
leaves the basic ownership
and management of property
with the private landowner
but permanently restricts
development . and prohibits
the . alteration of wetlands.
The District currently protects
more than 125,000 acres of
water resource lands using
this tool.
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SRWMD Alachua County use “Forevef’
funds to protect Santa Fe River

Submttfed

LIVE OAK, FL, August 9, 2010 — The
Suwannee River Water Management
District (District), under a joint partici-
pation agreement with Alachua Coun-
ty, has purchased 463 acres along the
Santa Fe River. The District and Coun-
'ty closed on the property August 4.
The parcel, purchased from Osceola

Land and Timber Corp., will become

an addition to the 737-acre Santa Fe
River Ranch parcel owned by the Dis-

trict anid located within the Pareners

Branch Conservation Area. The prop-
erty is located 1.5 miles southwest of
Worthington Springs.

The parcel will provide surfacewater
protection, as well as maintain the nat-
ural floodplain. The purchase also will
expand recreational opportunities in

" the area. _
“This expansion of the Santa Fe Riv-

er Ranch tract will protect an addition- '

al 1.4 miles of river frontage,” said Joe
Flanagan, the District’s director of land
acquisition and management. “This
land purchase could not be made pos-
sible without Alachua County as a
partner.”

. The District used $1.87 million in
Florida Forever funds for its share of
the purchase. Alachua County spent
$624,324 in Alachua Forever fu.nds for

its share of the pu.rchase

Though it was a joint acqu.tslhon, the
District will assume lead land manage-
ment and recreation responsibility of

the property. The District plans to -,

open the Santa Fe River Ranch parcel
later this year for hiking, trail riding
and bicycling:
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Conservation easement protects -
‘wetlands near Suwannee River

Submitted

LIVE OAK, FL, August 4, 2010 The
Suwannee River Water Management
District (District) commends Anderson
Columbia Co., Inc, and Strickland
Field Limited Partnership for a 10-year
commitment to water resource protec-
tion.

The District purchased development
rights on a 3,822-acre parcel owned by
Anderson Columbia and Strickland
Field Limited Partnership for $2.3 mil-
lion 10 years ago.

Under the terms of the conservation
easement, landowners of the property
have agreed to keep the property in its
current natural state. The agreement
restricts “harvesting or alteration of
forested wetlands. Silviculture activi-
ties in non-wetland areas must comply
with best management practices to
protect the environment.

“Anderson Columbia and Strlck]and_

Field Limited Partnership have proven
to be dedicated partners in conserva-
tion,” said Joe Flanagan, the District's
director of land acquisition and man-
agement. “Through these efforts 1,837
acres of cypress and wetland forests
will permanently remain untouched.” -

The Dixie County property adjoins
the Suwannee River estuary and the
Lower Suwannee National Wlld]l.fe
Refuge.

Under the easement, the landOWners
retain hunting rights -and rights to
grow and harvest pine plantaﬁon on
non-wetland acreage.

A conservation easement is a perpet;
ual agreement that leaves the basic
ownership and management of prop-
erty with the private landowner but
permanently restricts development
and prohibits the alteration of wet-
lands. The District currently protects
more than 125,000 acres of water re-
source lands using this tool.
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Conservation easement
protects wetlands near
Suwannee River

LIVE OAK, FL, August 4, 2010 - The Suwannee
River Water Management District (District) com-
mends Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., and Strickland
Field Limited Partnership for a 10-year commitment
to water resource protection.

The District purchased development rights on a
3,822-acre parcel owned by Anderson Columbia and
Strickland Field Limited Partnership for $2.3 million
10 years ago. '

Under the terms of the conservation easement,
* landowners of the property have agreed to keep the
property in its current natural state. The agreement
restricts harvesting or alteration of forested wet-
lands. ‘Silviculture activities in non-wetland areas
must comply with best management practices to
protect the environment. '

“Anderson Columbia and Strickland Field Limit--

ed Partnership have proven to be dedicated partners

in conservation,” said Joe Flanagan, the District’s di- -

rector of land acquisition and management.
“Through these efforts 1,837 acres of cypress and
wetland forests will permanently remain un-
touched.” -

The Dixie County property adjoins the Suwannee

River estuary and the Lower Suwannee National
Wildlife Refuge.

Under the easement, the landowners retain }lunt-

ing rights and rights to grow and harvest pine plan-
tation on non-wetland acreage.

A conservation easement is a perpetual agreement
that leaves the basic ownership and management of
property with the private landowner but perma-
nently restricts development and prohibits the alter-
ation of wetlands. The District currently protects
more than 125,000 acres of water resource lands us-
ing this tool.
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