















































From: LAKECITYJOURNAL.COM

9/15/2010 10:47:00 PM
Ichetucknee Springs Basin Working Group envisions three-

year project for restoration plan
By Karl Burkhardt

Restoration planning is the focus of the
new coordinator of the Ichetucknee
Springs Basin Working Group
(ISBWG).

“We will working toward a vision
stakeholders create for what the springs
should look like, what the biology and
water quality should be and the
ultimate health of the springs,” said

Ondine Wells, neWIy appointed ondine Wells, coordinator of the Ichetucknee Springs Basin

H Working Group, presents a proposal to create a three-year
coordinator of the group. restoration pla|’1. (LakeCityJournal.com photo)

She was speaking at a joint meeting
with The Ichetucknee Partnership
(TIP), enlisting their support and
explaining how the two groups could
work together without duplicating
efforts.

TIP emphasizes education and
programs that “Achieve results through
voluntary programs to satisfy
regulatory objectives.”

Wells succeeds Jim Stevenson who
retired earlier this year as the leader of
the working group. She is a
communication specialist at Pandion ~ Joel Foreman, Chair of The Ichetucknee Partnership,
Systems, an environmental science,  &eereses Seor e Reing ot i O e
ecology and communications company District. (LakeCityJournal.com photo)

in Gainesville.

Wells said the first step is to outline ecological, hydrological and biological issues. Ichetucknee
Springs and other natural waterways are suffering from low levels and increasing amounts of
nitrogen compounds.



With stakeholders, including concerned residents, government officials, farmers and business
owners, Wells intends to create a vision of what the springs should become.

Setting benchmarks for reducing impairments and identifying restoration actions will lead to a
restoration plan.

Wells envisions a series of restoration actions, guided by monitoring and evaluation of the
progress.

ISBWG meets quarterly, but Wells proposed additional meetings:
e A visioning workshop on Wednesday, November 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
e Impairments and Benchmarks Workshop, Wednesday, January 26, 2011.
e Goals, Objectives and Strategies Workshop, Wednesday, April 27, 2011.

Part of the challenge for ISBWG will be finding funding and partners for restoration projects.

“We want to ensure we are building on past accomplishments and not duplicate, but assist one
another in moving forward,” she said.

“The Working Group itself will not be implementing the restoration actions,” Wells said. “Our
goal is to help initiate and help stakeholders initiate restoration.”



A3 Perry News-Herald september 17-18, 2010

SRWMD
approves
‘budget

e Suwannee River
Water Management District
Governing Board adopted
its tentative budget of $56.5
million and proposed millage

| rate of 0.4399 at its first budget
" hearing Tuesday.

The tentative budget reflects
no change in the tax rate from
the current fiscal year.

Due to decreases in property
values, however, projected
revenues for the district are
down about $300,000.

The final budget and millage
rate are scheduled for adoption
at a public hearing Tuesday,
Sept. 28, at 5:30 p.m. at the
district’s headquarters at the
corner of US 90 and CR 49 in
Live Oak.

A governing board workshop
will precede the budget hearing,
beginning at 3 p.m.

T —
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The Ichetucknee Partnership providing equipment, teacher

training for schools for LIFE and PARKnership programs
By Karl Burkhardt

The Ichetucknee Partnership (TIP) is
expanding its projects to protect the
aquifer by supporting a program to
monitor water quality and educating
residents about how their actions affect
water quality.

TIP dedicated $14,000 to continue and
expand the Learning in Florida’s
Environment (LIFE) program for
students in grades 6 through 8 in the
SAIL program at Richardson Middle
School this school year.

Students display posters they created to illustrate lessons
from the Learning in Florida’s Environment (LIFE) program.
(TIP photo)

LIFE and PARKnership programs at
Fort White Middle and High schools will receive $4,000.

Cindy Johnson, TIP Coordinator said $3,800 will go to Richardson for teacher training and
professional development, substitute teachers on field experience days, and supplies and
equipment. The money also will fund bus transportation for student field experiences to
Ichetucknee State Park, Stephen Foster State Park, and Alligator Lake. During these field
experiences, students will perform water sampling, collect data.

In addition, the Suwannee Water Management District (SRWMD) will furnish the school with
seven new Vernier Labquest data loggers to use in the field and classroom, at a total cost of
$2,300.

Also, $10,220 is dedicated to the Florida Department of Environmental Education to oversee
development of curriculum, labs and field experiences, provide teacher training


http://www.ichetucknee4ever.org/
http://lakecityjournal.com/

The LIFE and PARKnership programs at Fort White Middle and High schools will receive:

« $2,000 for the purchase of 12 rain barrels — 10 to be installed at the schools to teach,
promote and implement water conservation; one to be painted by the art classes and
presented to SRWMD for installation at its headquarters; and one to be painted and
presented to TIP.

o $1,500 for purchase and installation of a water-efficient irrigation system at the middle
school’s newly-constructed greenhouse. The greenhouse will be used as a teaching tool
both for LIFE students and Future Farmers of America (FFA) members. Springs-friendly
best management practices (BMPs) will be taught to students and implemented at the
greenhouse. The BMPs include proper fertilizer use, efficient water use, and Florida-
Friendly Landscaping™ principles.

o $500 for World Water Monitoring Day test kits (10 kits at $50 each).

Johnson announced that the SRWMD and DEP will continue funding to monitor flows and levels
at several Ichetucknee sites, including Blue Hole, Dampier’s Landing and the 27 Bridge. DEP
had announced earlier this year that due to budget constraints it was discontinuing a number of
springs monitoring sites statewide, including ones at Ichetucknee.

The TIP executive committee asked DEP to reconsider and as a result, DEP and SRWMD each
agreed to provide cost-share funds to continue the sites, which are maintained by the U.S.
Geological Survey. Estimated annual cost to continue monitoring each spring: $20,000.
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'Springs and Farms Activity Book' brings environmental

understanding to elementary schools
By Cindy Johnson : : v
TIP Coordinator

Kindergarten students throughout
Columbia County’s public schools
were presented copies of the Springs
and Farms Activity Book produced
cooperatively by The Ichetucknee
Partnership (TIP), Suwannee River
Water Management District (SRWMD) |
and the Santa Fe Soil and Water '
Conservation District. This is the

second year the activity book has been =
distributed to elementary schools. ﬁ A

Activities in the book are designed to Students from Fort White Middle and Elementary schools took
part in a buddy-up” day in which the 6" and 7*"-grade

| P

. . s .
Increasec Ch_ﬂd_ren s understanding of students taught the kindergarteners about farms and springs,
and appreciation for farms, forests, using the activity book. The middle-school students presented

. . . skits, readings and posters based on the activity book, then
rivers and Sp“ngs —all of which are guidéd the kindergarteners through the lessons and a::tivities
among Columbia County’s most in the coloring book. (TIP photo)

valuable economic and environmental
assets.

In addition to learning what it means to
be good stewards of natural resources,
students are introduced to age and
grade appropriate learning skills such
as counting, matching, printing/tracing
letters of the alphabet, and matching
letters to their sounds.

Bellamy Beaver, TIP’s friendly mascot,
guides children to the springs, where
they learn what a spring is, what plants

and animals IiV_e there, and how people enthusiastically portrayed by sixth-grader Ryan Warrick. (TIP
have fun at springs. photo)

Bellamy then slips into a pair of overalls to transport the readers down to a farm where they learn
the concepts of seed-to-harvest and farm-to-market. Agricultural best management practices
(BMPs) are introduced at a very basic level (“just enough fertilizer and water”). Students also


http://www.ichetucknee4ever.org/
http://www.ichetucknee4ever.org/
http://www.srwmd.state.fl.us/
http://www.srwmd.state.fl.us/

learn that commodities we use daily actually come from farms.

The book contains a poem, fun facts about the aquifer and the Ichetucknee springs, activities
about water conservation and recycling, and a colorful map in which Bellamy must find his way
from Alligator Lake to Ichetucknee Springs. The books will supplement other classroom lessons
and teaching materials.

“We are so excited about this book,” says Dorothy Spradley, school district volunteer/marketing
education coordinator. “We’ve never had anything like this for our kindergarteners before.”

The Springs and Farms Activity Book was so well received in Columbia County that it is now
being adapted by the Levy and Gilchrist soil and water conservation districts for use in
elementary schools within their counties.
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SRWMD
Adopts
Tentative
Budget And
Tax Rate

The Suwannee River
Water Management District
(District) Govemning Board
adopted a tentative budget of
$56.5 million and proposed
millage rate of 0.4399 at its
first budget hearing Sept. 14.

The tentdtive budget
reflects no change in the
tax rate from the Ccurrent

fiscal year. However, due to
decreases in property values,.
by maintaining the same

rate the District has actually
lowered taxes by about
$300,000.

- Taxes paid to the District
fund-numerous services to the
public, including protection
of rivers and springs, water
monitoring programs, water
resource development' and
water supply planning.

The ' final budget. and

millage rate are scheduled for

adoption at a public hearing
Sept. 28 at 5:30 p.m. at the
District’s headquarters at the
corner of US 90 and CR 49 in

Live Oak. A governing board
workshop will precede the
budget hearing, beginning at
3 pm. .

For more information
contact the District at 800-
226-1066 (FL only) or 386-
362-1001. :
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SRWMD adopts tentative

budget and tax rate

Submitted
LIVE OAK, FL, Septem-
i ber 15, 2010 — The Suwan-
" nee River Water Manage-
ment District (District)
- Governing Board adopted a

tentative budget. of $56.5 .

million and proposed mill-
age rate of 0.4399 at its first
budget hearing Sept. 14.

' The tentative budget re- '

. flects no change in the tax
rate from the current fiscal
year. However, due to de-
creases in property values,

by maintaining the . same -

rate the District has actually
lowered _taxes by about
$300,000.

Taxes paid to the District

fund numerous. services to

the’ public, including protec-
tion -of rivers and springs,

water ‘monpitoring programs,’
water resource development

and water supply planning.
The final budget and mill-

age -rate are scheduled for

adoption at a public hearing

Sept. 28 at 5:30 p.m. at the.

District’s headquarters at the
corner of US 90 and CR 49
in Live Oak. A governing
board workshop will precede

the budget hearing, begin-

ning.at.3.p.m. , . _

For more information con-
tact-the District at 800-226-
1066 (FL only) or 386-362-
1001.
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Springs, from Page 1A
among all the springs in the state.
Greenhalgh said the level of nitrates
varies in the spring but it remains one
of the most polluted springs in the state
from nitrates.

Nitrates promote the growth of exotic
plants on the spring floor and the growth
of algae. Algal blooms are common in
the spring. The green slime on the floor
of the spring is an algae caused by nitrate
contamination. Nitrates are a fertilizer,
Greenhalgh said.

Nitrates flowing downstream in
the Suwannee River are causing algal
blooms in the estuary at the mouth of the
river.

“I've got pictures that show it looks

 like a spinach patch,” he said.

Greenhalgh is one of the state
scientists that regularly attends the
Fanning and Manatee Springs Working
Group meetings every quarter and
contributes his knowledge of the springs
to the discussion. The working group is
a forum aimed at elevating the public’s
knowledge about the importance of
the springs and finding ways to protect
them.

Not everyone agrees
Greenhalgh'’s conclusions, however.

Hugh Thomas, coordinator for the
Suwannee River Partnership in the
Santa Fe and Lower Suwannee River
basins, said he is not an expert on nitrate

with

contamination, but he knows the nitrate
levels fluctuate in the spring depending
on the flow of the river and other
factors.

“Has agriculture caused an impact.
Yes. That’s the primary land use. I don’t
think it’s strictly agriculture, however.”

Thomas said agricultural practices
have improved over the years and the
scientific application of fertilizers to
farm crops through best management
practices has reduced the amount of
fertilizer used by farmer. The era of
applying 500 pounds per acre is in the
past.

“Farmers are implementing these
best management practices. They can
fertilize their corn in small doses and
split the application,” Thomas said.

Thomas said an isotopic study would
be needed to determine the specific
source of the nitrates flowing from
Fanning Springs. Isotopes would reveal
the chemical signature of the nitrates
flowing from the spring and reveal their
source, whether it was agriculture, septic
tanks or wild animals.

Greenhalgh and Thomas say an
isotopic study of the water flowing
from Fanning Springs has never been
attempted, but they are not sure why.

Thomas noted that the Florida
Department of Health  studied
Manatee Springs and found that

nitrate contamination from the park’s
campgrounds was causing some of the
nitrate pollution in the spring. Nitrate
levels in Manatee Springs are also
elevated, measuring higher than 95
percent of Florida streams. The nitrate
levels at Manatee are 1.9 milligrams per
liter, much lower than Fanning Springs.

Manatee Springs has also seen algal
blooms. The green slime on the bottom
of the spring is also attributed to nitrate
contamination.

But Shired Island in Dixie County
was at one time described as one of the
dirtiest beaches in Florida due to high
bacteria counts, Thomas said. However,
Dixie County commissioned a scientific
study that revealed the bacteria came
from wild animals rather than human
beings. -

Thomas said agriculture shouldn’t
be identified as the sole source of nitrate
contamination in Fanning Springs.

“Ido believe agriculture is responsible
for some of it; exactly how much I don’t
know,” he said.

Levy County Interim Agricultural
Extension Agent Anthony Barbaglia
echoed Thomas’s conclusion that
agriculture is probably the source of
some of the nitrates flowing from the
spring, but he said it’s difficult to say
how much.

“T don’t think it is all agriculture,” he

said.

He said the extension service tests
for crop response to nitrogen. There
are guidelines that say only so much
nitrogen should be applied per acre for
best results.

Barbaglia doubts agriculture is
causing the elevated nitrate levels in
Fanning Springs.

“You can’t really say where the
nitrates are coming from. It could be
anything. You can’t pinpoint agriculture
or dairyman,” Barbaglia said.

Greenhalgh said it is possible the
estimated 500 septic tanks in Fanning
Springs are contributing to elevated
nitrate contamination in Fanning Springs,
but he also noted Fanning Springs has a
population of just 737 people.

“A dairy cow produces the equivalent
amount of nitrogen (N) as 23.33 humans
on a daily basis,” he said an e-mail.
“Fanning Spring’s population’s potential
N loading is equal to 32 dairy cows. You
can contact the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services Dairy Division
for total dairy cow numbers in the
Fanning Springs spring shed if you wish.
As 1 related to you at the workgroup
meeting, nitrate loading in the ground
water (using WAM computer model)
indicated that fertilizer use in row crop
agriculture was the largest single loader
within the Fanning spring shed.”
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State geologist: Row crop
ag causing high nitrate
levels in Fanning Springs

By Terry Witt
Staff Writer

A state scientist says a ton of dissolved nitrates flows daily from Fanning
Springs into the Suwannee River, and fertilizer use in row crop agriculture
is the primary source of the pollution.

State geologist Tom Greenhalgh of the Florida Geological Survey has

2@ been tempted to back a flatbed tractor-trailer loaded with bags of farm

Kids enjoy a recent day in the cool water of
Fanning Springs. A state geologist says a ton
of dissolved nitrate flows from the spring into
the Swwannee Rive:.

fertilizer up to the Fanning Springs spring run to demonstrate the amount
of nitrates spewing from the spring.

“This is how much fertilizer flows daily from that spring,” Greenhalgh
said.

Nitrates are a form of nitrogen used in farm and lawn fertilizers.
Greenhalgh says farming is the dominant land use in the spring shed that
surrounds Fanning Springs and farmers use nitrogen to fertilize crops. The
spring shed is the land area contributing water to the spring.

The spring run at Fanning Springs is an opening in the Florida Aquifer.

Water flows through underground limestone caverns, tunnels and cracks

toward the spring. An estimated 70 million gallons of water bubbles and
flows from the spring daily. Nitrates are dlssolved in the water and are
invisible to the naked eye.

Water samples taken by state scientists show the nitrate level in Fanning
Springs in October of 2009 was 5.4 milligrams per liter, fourth highest

4y See Springs, Page 2A
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Hunting season on h0r1zon on SRWMD lands

LIVE OAK, FL, Aug. 2,
2010 - Hunting will soon
begm on nearly 100,000
acres of Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict-owned lands. Deer,
hog, turkey and small
game hunting is avail-
able on limited days

Lfrom September—March

 Hunting  on these
lands is managed by the*
Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commis-

sion as Wildlife Manage--

ment Areas (WMAs).

The following is a list
of areas available for
hunting:

- Big Shoals, eastern

; Hamllton County

Cypress Creek, east-
ern Hamilton County

- Holton Creek, south-
‘ern. Hamilton County
.« Little River, southern"
‘Suwannee County
- Troy Springs, north-

ern Lafayette County
- Twin Rivers, eastern
Madison County

Mallory Swamp, ;

southern Lafayette
County

- Steinhatchee Sprmgs,
southern Lafayette,

northern Dixie and east-

ern Taylor counties -
Lower

western Taylor County

- Middle Aucilla River,-
. eastern Jefferson, west-

ern Madison and Taylor
counties

- Aucilla, eastern Ieffer-
son and western Taylor
counties

Econfina,

Dixie County
.+ Devil’'s’ Hammock,
southern Levy County

- Santa Fe Swamp,

eastern Bradford County

Holton Creek is a mo-

‘bility impaired hunting
‘area. It is closed to the-

public during hunt
dates, except to persons
hiking the Florida Trail.
Persons using WMAs
are required to have ap-
propriate. licenses, per-

. mits and stamps.

Log Landing, eastern "

_ maps ‘of WMAs are

Addmonally, new reg-
ulations apply to some
areas beginning this sea- -
son. i

For more information
contact the Florida Fish |
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission at 386-
758-0525  or
www.myfwc.com. Hunt-
regulations and

available at

http:/ /www.myfwc.co

m/RECREATION /Hunt

~WMABrochs.htm#ne.

visit
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SRWMD to
adopt 2010-11
budget Sept. 28

The Suwannee River Water
Management District’s govern-
ing .board adopted a tentative
budget of $56.5 million and pro-
posed millage rate of 0.4399 at
its first budget hearing Sept. 14.

The tentative budget reflects
no change in the tax rate from

the current fiscal year. This,

along with the decreases in prop-
erty values has actually lowered
overall taxes in the district by
$300,000.

Taxes paid to SRWMD go to-,

ward funding numerous services

to the public, mcludmg protec-
tion of rivers and springs, water
monitoring programs, water re-
source devclopmenl and waler
supply planning.

The adoption of the final bud-
get and millage rate will take
place on Tuesday, Sept. 28, at
3:30 p.m. The public hearing will

_ take place at the district’s head-

quarters located at the corner
of U.S. 90 and C.R. 49 in Live
Oak.

A governing board workshop

‘will precede the budget hearing

at 3 p.m. For'more information,
call 386-362-1001.
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Rainfall Varies Across District

LAZARO ALEMAN
Jefferson Journal
Senjor Staff Writer '

It was a mixed bag for
the Suwannee River Water
‘Management . District
(SRWMD) in terms of the
rainfall that it received dur-

ing August, with coastal
areas getting significant

amounts of rain while
inland regions saw below
normal precipitation.

All told, according to
the district’s latest hydro-
logic conditions report,
released on Sept,. 8, rainfall
across the district in
August averaged 9.51 inch-

trict’s long-term average of
7.49 inches for the month. -

But given the range of
totals seen .across the
region during the month,
“this statistic may be a poor
indicator of rainfall condi-

tions in August,” the report,

notes.

“than 10 inches

es, or 127 percent of the dis-

For example, coastal

areas of Dixie and Levy

_ counties had more than 25

inches of surplus, while the
upper Santa Fe River Basin
showed a deficit of more
since
September 2009, and the
upper Suwannee River

Please See Rainfall
Page 4A

Rainfall

Cont. From Page 1

Basin was near or below
the long-term average,
according to the report.

* Meanwhile, - the 12-
month- rainfall total was
60.90 inches, giving the
district a surplus of 6.22
inches, up 2.7 inches from
the 3.52-inch surplus
recorded the ‘previous
month. The surplus is the

difference between the-

60.90 inches of rainfall in
August and the 12-month
historical average of 54 68
inches, '

The report shows that
Jefferson County received
7.00 inches of rainfall in
August, ‘'compared with
6.54 inches in August 2009
and its historical August
average of 6.46 inches.
-Jefferson County has

‘received 66.93 inches of
rain during the last 12
months.

Madison County;,
meanwhile, received 7.66
inches of rainfall in
August, compared with
8.20 inches last August

_ and its historical August
average of 6.13 inches.
Madison County has

received 61.99 inches of
rain durmg the last 12
months

The report indicates
that river flows were gen-
erally above normal for
the month, with the

exception of  the-

Suwannee River, which
was below nmormal near
Wilcox. -+ Lake |
meanwhlle. remained rel-
atively stable when com-

pared with the previous

month’s levels, as exem-
plified by Sneads
Smokehouse Lake in
Jefferson County. And

groundwater levels
declined overall.
" States the report:

“(Groundwater) levels in
74 percent of monitored

" wells dropped. in August,

with an average decline of
nearly six inches. Wells in
coastal areas ' that
received heavy rainfall
continued to rise, The
highest level in 34 years of
record was obServed in a
Floridan Aquifer well
near Gulf Hammock in
Levy County. . Overall,
conditions across the dis-

“levels; -

trict fell slightly below
the 50h percentile, based

on records beginning . in

1978.7 :

The district contin-
ues to advise homeown-
ers to limit landscape
irrigation to two days

‘per week, based on a
year-round water-conser- |
vation' rule: that applies .

to. residential landscap-
ing, public or commer-
cial recréation areas, and
public and commercial
businesses not regulated
by district- 1ssued per-
mits.

The SRWMD com-

‘piles the hydrologic con-
using

ditions report
water resource data col-
lected from  radar-
derived ‘rainfall  esti-
mates, groundwater and
surface water levels, and

‘river flows, among other

variables. :

The SRWMD encom-
passes all or parts of 15
counties in north-central
Florida, including
Madison County and the

eastern half of Jefferson

County.
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County to receive — | R
funds for property

taken off tax rolls

$20K could flow in
from Suwannee

River’s program.
By TONY BRITT
thritt@/akecityreporter.com

LIVE OAK — Columbia
County could receive
more than $20,000 from
the Suwannee River Water
Management District as
part of Payment in Lieu of
Taxes program.

The PILT program
is where the Water
Management District pays
a sum of money for lands
that have been taken off the
tax rolls because they were
purchased by the Water
Management District.

This year, the Water
Management District is set
to give 11 counties a total
of $326,314 back for lands
owned by the district that
have been taken off local
tax rolls.

According to Water

“The check
is going to be
presented to

the County

Commiission on
Oct. 7

Terry Demott
SRWMD Senior land
resource coordinator

Management District
reports, the PILT program
was created by the Florida
Legislature to help reduce
the fiscal impact to rural
counties when District-
owned lands are taken off
the tax rolls. Since land
owned by the District is
tax-exempt, PILT funds
offset the loss of tax rev-
enue when the District pur-
chases property for flood
control, water quality, water
supply and natural resource
protection.

COUNTY continued on 3A

COUNTY: PILT payment

Continued From Page 1A

Columbia County could
receive $23,183 for this
year's PILT payment.

“The check is going to
be presented to the County
Commission on Oct. 7, said
Terry Demott, SRWMD
Senior land resgurce coor-
dinator, explaining why the
amount is tentative, “We're
not making full payment this
time because there is some
information we have not
received from the tax col-
lectors office yet. I'm wait-
ing on Ronnie Brannon's
office to get that to me and
we will act accordingly.”

Demott said the $23,183
amount Columbiz is set to
get is based on the taxes
for the three years before
the Water Management
District bought them and
the amount is averaged to
determine how much each
county will get,

“Each year the Water

Management District and
the county calculates the
amount of payment in
lieu of taxes that are due
and then we are required
to get that reviewed
by the Department of
Revenue,” Demott said.
“With approval from the
Department of Revenue,
the Water Management
District Governing Board
approves the payment in
lieu of taxes.”

The Water Management
District has worked with
Columbia County on PILT
for about 10 years, Demott

said.

PILT required the Water
Management District to
pay taxes on public lands
for a 10-year period, but
with the recent passage
of legislation, counties will
now received PILT funds
until their populations
reach 150,000 people.
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Don Quincey, Jr.: Why we're selling land

By Don Quincey, Jr.
Special to The Sun

Published: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 at 6:01 a.m.

Your Sept 26 editorial, "Those Surplus Lands™ concluded with the statement: "The (Suwannee
River Water Management) District isn't in the real estate business, it's in the water protection
business.”

We couldn't agree more.

The SRWMD owns 160,000 acres of fee simple lands and 125,000 acres in conservation
easements, all acquired over a span of several decades. Our land acquisition program began with
a purchase here, a purchase there, almost always riverfront property.

What started out as a piecemeal approach gradually assumed the form of a real plan: Our Florida
Forever Work Plan. It was a giant puzzle, with one governing board after another filling in the
important pieces.

Over time, and with increased funding assistance from the state, the district developed one of the
premier land acquisition/public lands programs in Florida and perhaps the nation.

We were instrumental in creating the Suwannee River Wilderness Trail and restoring Mallory
Swamp. Our land acquisition projects have helped many rural towns and cities alleviate their
stormwater and wastewater problems. We've acquired springs in order to protect them. We've
opened up our lands for an abundance of outdoor recreational opportunities.

But the cost of managing existing public lands has become prohibitive and state funding for
acquisition and management has dried up. Therefore, we've identified and propose to sell
roughly 1,000 acres, or less than one percent of our fee-simple acres, as surplus lands.

All proceeds from the sale of these lands will be used to purchase property of greater
environmental value. Our surplus lands committee meetings where such matters are discussed
are open to the public and the press.

For the most part, these surplus properties are of little or no significant water-resource value
(uplands, for example). They are parcels that previous governing boards agreed to "bundle" into
purchases of other, more resource-valuable tracts when owners were unwilling to divide
properties offered for sale.


http://www.gainesville.com/

By divesting the district of lands that no longer provide significant floodplain management or
protection for surface waters, wetlands, springs and aquifer recharge, we believe we are engaging
in responsible stewardship not only of our precious land and water resources, but also of

taxpayers' hard-earned dollars.

We are, after all, in the business of protecting water resources - not managing real estate holdings
with minimal water-resource value.

Don Quincey, Jr. is chair of the Suwannee River Water Management District governing board.
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- Suwannee to get $30K from
Water Management District

"Most counties within
‘the boundaries of the .
Suwannee River Water
Management District
will receive a bigger
‘check this year from the
District. for payment in.
lieu of taxes (PILT), say
district officials.

The PILT program

was created by the Flori-
da Legislature to help re-
duce the fiscal impact to
rural counties when Dis-
trict-owned - lands are .

. taken off the tax rolls.

Since ],a.nd owned by the. -

. District is tax- -exempt,

PILT funds offset the
loss of tax revcnue whcn |

Suwannee to
get $30K from
SRWMD

Continued From Page 1A

"“ment of $15,208. :
"' PILT required the Dis-
trict to pay taxes on public
lands for a 10-year period.
- But with the recent passage
of legislation counties will
- now receive PILT funds

until  their
reach 150,000.
“This means the majori-

ty of our counties will see - -

-an increase in PILT rev-

genue this year because tax-

es will be reinstated for'

property that had previous-
ly fallen off the tax rolls
due to the 10-year cap,”
said District Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director Charlie

Houder. “This will resultin

' more revenue to support
our small counties.”
Collectively, 11 counties

within the District will re-

ceive a total of $326,314 in

populations.

PILT fundmg this ‘year in
comparison  to the
$177,012 they received
last year. '

The following are totals for
each county:

- Bradford: $15,093.45
Columbia: $23,183.09
(tentatlve) '
Dixie: $24,196.21
Gilchrist: $43,990.32
« Hamilton: $38,351.28
. Jefferson: $9,223.41
" Lafayette: $77,306.21
- Levy: $25,108.88
- Madison: $20,464.85
- ‘Suwannee: $30,429.59
- Taylor: $18,967.43

District officials will dis-

tribute PILT payments to
the county commissions

from now through the end
of October.

the District purchases
property for flood con-
trol, water quality, water
supply znd -natural re-
source protection. -
“Suwannee will receive
$30,429.59, more than
(double last'year’s' pay-

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 13A
.5



g RWI\TIDpET ment
to Taylor County
increases 7-fold

The Suwannee River Water
Management District presented
Taylor County commissioners
with its annual payment in lieu
of taxes, and thanks to
legislation passed this year, the

amount increased seven fold.

compared to last year.

The payment in lieu of taxes
(PILT) program was created by
the Florida Legislature to help
reduce the fiscal impact to rural
counties when district-owned
lands are taken off the tax rolls.
Since land owned by the
district is tax-exempt, PILT
funds offset the loss of tax
revenue when the district

purchases property for flood
control, water quality, water
supply and natural resource
protection.

PILT required the district to
pay taxes on public lands for a
10-year period, but with the
recent legislation counties will
now receive PILT funds until

their . populations  reach
150,000.
For Taylor County, this

meant an increase this year
from approximately $2,600 to
$18,967.

District

- Please see page 2

Governmental

Dixie County to receive
$24,196 from SRWMD

SRWMD
Continued from page 1

Affairs Director Steve Minnis
presented the check to
commissioners during their
meeting held Tuesday, Sept.
21.

“[The new legislation]
means the majority of our
counties will see an increase in
PILT revenue this year because
taxes will be reinstated for
property that had previously
fallen off the tax rolls due to the
10-year cap,” said District
Assistant Executive Director
Charlie Houder.

“This will result in more
revenue to support our small
counties.” -

Collectively, 11 counties
within the district will receive a
total .-of $326,314 in PILT
funding this year in comparison
to the $177,012 they received
last year.

In addition .to. Taylor's,
allotment, county. totals” were:’
Bradford, $15,093; Dixie,
$24,196; Gilchrist, $43,990;
Hamilton, $38,351; Jefferson,
$9,223; Lafayette, $77,306;
Levy, - - $25,108; . - Madison,
$20,464; - and . Suwannee,
$30,429.



SRWMD Adopts
$56.5 Million

Budget

The Suwannee River Water
Management District (SRWMD)
Governing Board on Sept. 28
adopted a final budget of $56.5
million and 0.4399 millage rate
for the 2010-11 fiscal year that
begins Oct. 1.

The budget reflects no
change in the tax rate from
the current fiscal year. Due to
decreased preperty values, the
District has actually lowered

taxes by about $300,000 District-

wide by maintaining the same
millage rate.

Under a 0.4399 rate,
property owners with a taxable
value of $100,000 would pay
$43.99 in property taxes to the
District. _

“The District has worked
hard to develop a budget and
work plag that addresses current
water ource issues. within

Director David Still. “We will
continue- 10 seek ways to be
conservative without affecting

existing§ll available funding
levels,”§@id District Executive

the commitment to meet the

needs of the District’s resources
and people.”

Property taxes paid to the
District fund numerous services
to the public. This year’s budget
and work plan include the
following: o
The completion of a
water supply assessment that
will assess .water availability in
order to develop a water supply
plan for the Upper Santa Fe
River Basin.

The establishment

and implementation of minimum -

flows and levels (MFLs) on our
rivers and spring systems to help
protect our water resources.
The Sywannee River
Partnership to provide cost-share
funding to local farmers for
implementing best management
practices to help protect water
resources, -
The Ichetucknee
Partnership (TIP) to promote
protection of rivers, springs and

groundwater in the Ichetucknee:

Springshed through education
and outreach, research and
monitoring, and best management
practices. :
The Digital Flood
Insurance Rate Maps and Risk
MAP programs to &valuate flood
risks, update digital flood maps,
and establish flood elevations.
The information will provide
the public better access and data
to view which properties are
located in a flood zone.
Land acquisition and

veood

DIXIE COUNTY TIMES, CROSS CITY, FLORIDA - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2010

management program, which
allows the District to' purchase
property for the purpose of flood
control, water quality protection,
andnaturalresourceconservation.
Lands are also open to the public
for recreational use.

; Hydrologic,
groundwater, and surface water
monitoring network to monitor
water levels' and quality and
to track rainfall and flooding
conditions. The figures are
available to the public through
the District’s website.

Efforts to improve,
update, and - enhance  the
District’s  commitment  to
Information Technology in the
form of computing facilities,
software and data management
tools, Geographic Information
System, and Internet services to
the public.
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SRWMD To Distribute PILT Checks To Counties
Most counties within the boundaries of the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD)
will receive a bigger check this year from the District for payment in lieu of taxes (PILT).
The PILT program was created by the Florida Legislature to help reduce the fiscal impact to rural
counties when District-owned lands are taken off the tax rolls. Since land owned by the District is tax-

" exempt, PILT ﬁmds_éﬂ?set the loss of tax revenue when the District purchases property for flood control,

{ Wwater quality, water supply and natural resource protection. '

PILT required the District to pay taxes on public lands for a 10-year period. But with the recent
passage of Ieg]_'slation counties will now receive PILT funds until their populations reach 150,000,
“This means the majority of our counties will see an increase in PILT revenue this year because taxes

' will be reinstated for property that had previously fallen off the tax rolls due to the 10-year cap,” said

District Assistant Executive Director Charlie Houder. “This will result in more revenue to support our -
small counties.” gk R ;

Collectively, 11 counties within the District will receive a total of $326,314 in PILT funding this year
in comparison to'the $177,012 they received last year. : :

The following are totals for'each county: Bradford: $15,093.45, Columbia: $23,183.09 (tentative),
Dixie: $24,196.21, Gilchrist:' $43,990.32, Hamilton: $38,351.28, Jefferson: $9,223.41, Lafayette:
$77,306.21, Levy: $25,108.88, Madison: $20,464.85, Suwannee: $30,429.59 and Taylor: $18,967.43.

District officials will distribute PILT payments to the county commissions from now through the end

‘of October.
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Hamilton to get $38K from
Water Management District

Most counties within the boundaries of the -
Suwannee River Water Management District will
receive a bigger check this year from the District for
payment in lieu of taxes (PILT), say district officials.

The PILT program was created by the Florida
Legislature to help reduce the fiscal impact to rur
counties when District-owned lands are taken off
the tax rolls. Since land owned by the District is tax-
exempt, PILT funds offset the loss of tax revenue
when the District purchases property for flood con-
trol, water quality, water supply and natural re-
source protection.

PILT required the District to pay taxes on public
lands for a 10-year period. But with the recent pas-’
sage of legislation counties will now receive PILT
funds until their populations reach 150,000.

“This means the ma]onty of our counties will see
an increase in PILT rev-
enue this year because

" taxes will be reinstated
for property that had

previously fallen off the -

tax. toIIs due to the 10-

SEE HAMILTON, PAGE 2A-

—_—

; K %% Continued From Page 1A

year cap,” said District Assistant Executive Direc-
tor Charlie Houder: “This will résult in more rev-
enue to support our small counties.”

Collectively, 11 counties within the District will

receive a total of $326,314 in PILT funding this year
4] in comparison to the. $17‘7‘ 012 they recetved last
year.

{ 5

The followmg are totals for each ‘county:

- Bradford: $15,093.45 ; :
- Columbia: $23,183.09 (tentative)
.+ Dixie: $24,196.21
« Gilchrist: $43,990.32
+ Hamilton: $38,351.28
- Jefferson: $9,223.41
» Lafayette: $77,306.21
- Levy: $25, 108.88-
 Madison: $20,464.85

| .Suwannee: $30,429.59

= 'I'aylbt: $18, 96743

! Distnct of:ﬁcxals w111 distribute PILT payments to
the county commissions from now through the end
of Octobers. (o 0 ynob s pampatan s bty sane

3% A
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SRWMD adopts
$56.5 million budget

The Suwam1ee River Water Management District

(District) Governing Board on Sept. 28 adopted a fi-

nal budget of $56.5 million and 0.4399 millage rate .
for the 2010-11 fiscal year that begins Friday.

The budget reflects no change in the tax rate from
the current fiscal year. Due to decreased property
values, the District has actually lowered taxes by
about $300,000 District-wide by maintaining the
same millage rate.

Under a 0.4399 rate, property owners with a tax-

able value of $100,000 would pay $43.99 in property '

taxes to the District.

“The District has worked hard to develop a bud- :

'get and work plan that addresses current water re-
source issties within existing available funding lev-
els,” said District Executive Director David Still.:

“We will continue to seek ways to be conservative
w1thout affecting the commitment to meet the needs

SEE SRWMD, PAGE 2A
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of the Dj.stnct’s resources andpeople ST

. Property taxes paid to the District fund nu--

*'merous services to the public. This yba.r's budget
~and work plan include the following: '

- The completion of a water supply asseséé

' ment that will assess water availability in drder ,

to develop a water supply plan for the Upper
Santa Fe River Basin. . .-

- The establishment and xmplementatmn of
minimum flows and levels (MFLS) on our nvers'_
and spring systems to help protect our water re-
sources. ]

- The Suwannee Rlver Partners]:up to prow,de :

‘cost-share fundmg to local farmers for imple- -

menting best management prachces to help pro-

“tect water resources,’ . ‘

- The Ichetucknee Pa.rtnershlp (T[P) to p:o— e

~ mote protect]on of rivers; springs and gmund-

water in the Ichetuckriee Springshed through -

:educatlon and outreach, research'and. momtur-
' ing, and best management practtces

- The Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps and

|- .Risk MAP programs to evaluate flood risks, up-

date digital flood maps, and. establish flood ele-
vations. The information will provide the public
better access and data to view which propertles
are located in a flood zone.:

- Land acqu.tsltlon and management program,
which allows the District to purchase property -

for the purpose: of ﬂood control, water quality

protection, and natural resource conservation.

'Lands are also oPen to the public for tecreation-

al use.
Hydrologlc, groundwater, and- surface water

. monitoring network to ‘monitor water levels and

quality and to track ramfall and flooding condi- -
tions. The figures are available to the pubhc L
through the District’s websn'e JPIG :
- Efforts to-i improve, update, andfenha.nce the
District's commitment to Information 'I'echnolo—

gy in the form of computing facilities, software

and data management tools, Geograpluc Infor-

: mation System, and Intemet services to the pub--'
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SRWMD sets budget at $56.5 million

District ?(c)io
millage for
year 2010-2011.

‘ By LEANNE TYO
tyo@lakecityreporier.com

The Suwannee River
Water Management District
has sealed a budget of $56.5
million and an unchanged
millage rate for the upcom-

ing fiscal year.

The district's governing
board adopted the budget
and a millage rate of 0.4399
mills Tuesday for the 2010
to 2011 fiscal year, which
begins Oct. 1.

Because of decreased
property values, the dis-
trict has lowered taxes
about $300,000 districtwide
by keeping the same mill-
age rate.

“Due to the hard economic times ...
the district has chosen not to place
extra burden on the taxpayer.”

Melanie Robert
Director of mission support
SRWMD

Property owners with a
taxable value of SIOOOOO
would pay $43.99 in prop-

erty taxes to the district
under the adopted millage.
Melanie Robert,

SRWMD director of mis-
sion support, said that the
tax rate has remained the
same since fiscal year 2008.
There is no change in the
millage from the current
fiscal year.

“Due to the hard eco-
nomic times and the fact
that many of the district’s
constituents are receiving
tax increases in otherareas,
the district has chosen not

to place extra burden on
the taxpayer,” she said.
The upcoming fiscal
year's budget will fund
numerous services to the
public, such as completing
a water supply assessment
to develop a plan for the
Upper Santa Fe River Basin
and promoting protection of
natural resources with the

SRWMD continued on 3A

SRWMD: Evaluating water supply

Continued From Page 1A

Ichetucknee Partnership.
Robert said that, among
the services with bud-
get allotments, the most
important is evaluating the
district’s water supply and
establishing the Minimum
Flows and Levels to protect
area water resources.
Florida statutes mandate
the district to establish and
implement MFLs on area

rivers, springs and lakes,
Robert said.

“This actually sets a level
of flow that our water bod-
ies cannot fall under with-
out experiencing harm,”
she said.

Although the district is
receiving less in ad valor-
em taxes and state funding
has been withdrawn, it will
provide the same public

services on less funding,
Robert said.

“The district will contin-
ue to evaluate our efforts
and projects in order to be
as efficient as possible with
taxpayer dollars,” she said,
“as well as provide the pub-
lic with natural resources
and protection of those
natural resources for the
future.”
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R.0. Ranch to hold trail riding events on Pioneer Day

In conjunction with Pioneer Day in Mayo, the
R. O. Ranch Equestrian Park will host numerous
trail riding events, along with camping, live mu-
sic, and great food.

-The activities will kick off with the Ranch’s
Boot to Saddle Trail Ride that begins Friday, Oct.
8 at 8 a.m. Participants will begin their journey at
the ranch, located on CR 357 in Cooks Hammock,
and travel down an 18 mile trail to the town of
Mayo. Riders will stop at the halfway point for
lunch (you provide). Water will be supplied for
horses.

Trailers will be provided for those who wish to

]

Lafayette to get $77K from
Water Management District

Most counties within the  ated by the Florida Legisla-

boundaries of the Suwannee
River Water Management
District will receive a bigger
check this year from the Dis-
trict for payment in lieu of
 taxes (PILT), say district offi-
dals. BT
The PILT program was cre-

ture to help reduce the fiscal
impact to rural counties
when District-owned lands
are taken off the tax rolls.
Since land owned by the Dis-
trict is tax-exempt, PILT

SEE LAFAYETTE, PAGE 10A

be taken back to the ranch at the halfway point.

A poker run will take place during the trail ride
for an entry fee of $5. Cash prizes will be awarded
at the ranch that evening. :

The ranch will host several trail riding events
on Saturday, Oct. 9. Entry fees apply to some
events. Live music will begin at 6 p.m. on Oct. 8- .
9. A food vendor will be on site. '

On Oct. 10 participants may join the ranch in
dedicating an old-style chapel building at 3 p.m.
An jce cream social will follow, .I _

Primitive camping (no stalls) will be available at
the ranch from Thursday, Oct. 7-Sunday Oct. 10.

For more information contact Pennie Flickinger
at 386-362-1001. : !

Lafayette to get STTK '

funds offset the loss of tax revenue when the District
purchases property for flood control, water quality,
water supply and natural resource protection.

~ PILT required the District to pay taxes on public
lands for a 10-year period. But with the recent pas-
sage of legislation counties will now receive PILT
funds until their populations reach 150,000.

“This means the majority of our counties will see |
an increase in PILT revenue this year because taxes.
will be reinstated for property that had previously
fallen off the tax rolls due to the 10-year cap,” said
District Assistant,Executive Director Charlie Houd-
er. “This will result in more revenue to support our
small counties.”

Collectively, 11 counties within the District will re-
ceive a total of $326,314 in PILT funding this year in -
comparison to the $177,012 they received last year.

The following are totals for each county:

- Bradford: $15,09345

Columbia: $23,183.09 (tentative)
Dixie: $24,196.21 ,!
Gilchrist: $43,990.32 - ' |
Hamilton: $38,351.28
Jefferson: $9,223.41
Lafayette: $77,306.21
Levy: $25,108.88
Madison: $20,464.85
Suwannee: $30,429.59
+  Taylor: $18,967.43 )
District officials will distribute PILT payments to
the county commissions from now through the end
of October.




