





































































































Page 1 of 1

PRESCRIBED BURNING PLANNED AT
MALLORY SWAMP DEC. 1

US State News
November 24, 2010

LIVE OAK, Fla., Nov. 23 -- The Suwannee River Water Management District issued the following
news release:

Taking steps to avoid a repeat of the 2001 Mallory Swamp Fire that burned 60,000 acres in Lafayette
County, land managers will conduct prescribed burns in Mallory Swamp starting December 1, 2010
and extending through Spring 2011.

This activity may temporarily produce smoke or other hazardous conditions. For the safety of
recreational users, some roads may be closed and public access may be limited on certain sections of
the property including the Mallory Swamp Wildlife Management Area.

Current drought conditions throughout much of the Suwannee River Water Management District
region make areas like Mallory Swamp vulnerable to wildfire. By conducting prescribed burns, land
managers are able to:

* reduce fuel levels to help lower the intensity of any possible wildfires;
* prepare the area for tree planting activities that will occur during the winter months; and
* facilitate overall ecological restoration of Mallory Swamp.

The public can monitor the Important Notices page on the Suwannee River Water Management District
website at http://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/index.aspx?NID=61 for more definite burning dates as
they become available.

Questions should be directed to Scott Gregor, natural resource specialist, at 386-362-8130. For any
query with respect to this article or any other content requirement, please contact Editor at
htsyndication@hindustantimes.com
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Nestlé Opponents Voice Concerns To Commission

By Laz Aleman Nov. 23, 2010
ECB Publishing
laz@embargmail.com

Following on their recent river rally and a flood of letters to commissioners, a group of Nestlé Waters' opponents representing three counties approached the Jefferson County Commission on
Tuesday evening, Nov. 16, to register their concerns and ask that the board act to protect the county's natural resources.

Georgia Ackerman, of Friends of the Wacissa (FTW), which describes itself as a regional volunteer coalition of concerned citizens; and April Reagan, of Protect our Wacissa River Springs
(PoWRS), a Wacissa based citizens' coalition, jointly headed the group, which consisted of about 20 individuals.

Ackerman offered that the participants' presence at the meeting was both to register concern about a water-bottling operation on the Wacissa River and put faces to some of the letters that the
commissioners had been receiving.

"We have concerns," Ackerman said. "We believe that Florida's waters belong to its citizens, not to bottling companies."
Reagan, for her part, asked that the officials be more thorough in their deliberations on Nestlé Waters than they had been on the Malloy Road Landing issue.

"We ask that you thoroughly research the river and Nestlé," Reagan said, alluding to the closing of Malloy Road Landing as a prelude to Nestlé Waters coming here, a charge that the company
adamantly denies.

Ackerman and Reagan asked the members of the group to stand and identify themselves and state their places of residences, which were Leon, Wakulla and Jefferson counties. Among the
several who chose to address the board individually were Tommy Thompson, a middle school teacher and former international guide; Pam Granger, a Wacissa resident; Mike Mendez, a
retired business professional; and Rick Petter, a computer technology consultant.

All urged the commissioners to protect the natural wonder of the Wacissa River and say no to Nestlé Waters.

Thompson told commissioners the Wacissa was as beautiful and exotic as any natural wonder that he had seen the world over; Granger asked commissioners to protect and preserve the river
for the sake of its endangered and near endangered species and future generations; Mendez warned of the commercial exploitation of the finite resource of water absent any local economic
benefits, akin to a third world treatment of Jefferson County; and Petter talked of the regional impact of whatever decision the commission made relative to the bottling company.

But it was Roland Brumbley, of Wacissa, who brought the issue down to the nitty-gritty, insofar as explaining why the group was focusing its efforts on the Jefferson County Commission, long
before Nestlé Waters has completed its testing on the river to determine if the project is even feasible and before it has applied to the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD)
for a water use permit.

Brumbley told the commissioners that the final decision on Nestlé Waters rested with them, as the opponents of the project had come to understand it.
He said he and others of the group had had a good meeting with SRWMD Executive Director David Still the night before.

"And the general consensus is that the stopping point rests with you," Brumbley said, adding that the board needed to do its research and adopt an ordinance or amend the comprehensive
plan or do whatever was necessary to stop Nestlé Waters and protect the county' natural resources.

"It lies in your hands and we're asking you to do the right thing for this county," Brumbley said.

Nestlé Waters North America bills itself as America's largest bottled water company with seven regional spring water brands, including Zephyrhills and Deer Park brands, which are produced in
Florida. The company operates a bottling facility at Blue Springs in Madison County and also draws water from satellite springs in Liberty and Washington counties. It is in the early stages of
testing and gathering data to determine the viability of the Wacissa River as a satellite spring source for the company's bottled drinking waters.
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