Conservation Easement Preserves Steinhatchee River Watershed
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Conservation Easement Preserves
Steinhatchee River Watershed

An easement will protect 6,996 acres of swamp and wetland forests,
bogs swamp and hydric hammock.

Reporter: Suwannee River Water Management District Release
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The Suwannee River Water Management District commends the owners of Bailey Brothers, Inc. for a 10-year commitment to
water resource protection.

The District purchased development rights on the 16,653-acre tract in Dixie County from Jim
and Winston Bailey 10 years ago.

The property is adjacent to Mallory Swamp and the Eight Mile Creek, an important tributary
to the Steinhatchee River, originates on the land. The easement protects 6,996 acres of
swamp and wetland forests, bogs swamp and hydric hammock. The remainder of the
property mostly consists of planted pine.

Under the terms of the conservation easement, landowners of the property have agreed to
keep the property in its current natural state. The agreement restricts harvesting or
alteration of forested wetlands. Silviculture activities in non-wetland areas must comply with
best management practices to protect the environment.

“The conservation easement continues to be an excellent example of the compatibility of
sustainable forestry and watershed protection for the Steinhatchee River,” said Joe
Flanagan, the District’s director of land acquisition and management.

“It's been a good partnership for us; it’s allowed us to continue our forestry operations while
protecting the environment,” said Jim Bailey.

A conservation easement is a perpetual agreement that leaves the basic ownership and
management of property with the private landowner but permanently restricts development
and prohibits the alteration of wetlands. The District currently protects more than 125,000
acres of water resource lands using this tool.
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City Seeks Money For High-End Sewer Plant

By Laz Aleman Dec. 04, 2010
ECB Publishing
laz@embargmail.com

Although Monticello city officials expect that the new water quality standards that a federal agency recently finalized for Florida will be challenged in court, they are nonetheless pursuing
construction of a new treatment plant that will meet the new requirements.

City Manager Steve Wingate said on Tuesday, Nov. 30, that he expected the new standards that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) had finalized 15 days earlier would end up in
litigation, given the many cities and counties that have constructed new treatment plants and must now upgrade these to meet the new requirements.

It's the representation of opponents of the EPA's action that the new standards will cost Florida as much as $50 billion to implement. Indeed, it's Wingate's estimate that it will cost Monticello an
additional $400,000 to $500,000 to construct a treatment plant that meets the new standards. Even so, he said city officials continue seeking about $5.5 million from Rural Development for
construction of an advanced treatment plant that would meet the new standards.

Wingate said the city has already submitted its preliminary engineering and environmental reports to Rural Development and is awaiting word from the agency on what to do next. Rural
Development is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Wingate said it was his hope to begin construction on a new treatment plant as soon as six months. The city's current treatment plant has been deemed unsound because of its bowing walls
and other structural problems.

The new EPA standards, meanwhile, are intended to reduce the water pollution that causes harmful algae blooms, themselves products of the phosphorous and nitrogen pollution that enters
Florida's waterways from the land in the form of livestock manure, fertilizers, stormwater runoff and treated effluent. The new standards set specific numeric limits on the amount of nutrient
pollution that is allowed to enter Florida's lakes, rivers, streams and springs.

"These specific limits will provide much needed predictability and clarity to all involved in protecting water quality compared to the current general standards," EPA information specialist Davina
Marraccini said on Nov. 15. "Currently, more than 1,900 rivers and streams, 375,000 acres of lakes, and 500 square miles of estuaries are known to be impaired by nutrients in Florida."

The new standards take effect 15 months hence, giving cities, towns, businesses, other stakeholders and the state of Florida ample opportunity to review the new standards and develop
strategies for implementing them, according to the EPA.

"After extensive scientific study, multiple rounds of public discussion, and collaboration between the state of Florida and EPA, we're ready to work together to tackle a problem that for years
has threatened drinking water supplies, hurt tourism revenue and lowered property values," Peter Silva, assistant administrator for the Office of Water at the EPA, is quoted saying. "Clean
water is essential to Florida's environmental and economic health. This rule will allow the people of Florida to take common sense, cost-effective steps to tackle harmful nutrient water
pollution.”

During the 15-month period before the numeric standards take effect, the EPA promises to work closely with the state to determine the next steps to achieve the standards' objectives.

"The standards do not take a one-size-fits-all approach, but reflect conditions in the different watershed regions and allow for case-by-case adjustments based on local environmental factor
while maintaining water quality," Marraccini said. "Government or other stakeholders can seek special consideration in cases where the state and local communities have extensively assessed
water bodies and effective measures are in place to reduce nutrient pollution."

Nutrient pollution has contributed to the degradation of approximately 1,918 miles of rivers and streams, 378,435 acres of lakes, and 569 square miles of estuaries in Florida, according to an
Integrated Water Quality Assessment conducted in 2010.

The EPA standards result from a lawsuit that the Florida Wildlife Federation filed in 2008 charging that the agency was not enforcing the Clean Water Act in the state. The resulting settlement,
reflected in a consent order entered in August 2009, required that the EPA adopt specific or numeric nutrient pollution standards by November 2010. Under the degree, the EPA is also
required to issue additional standards for Florida's coastal waers by August 2012.

The EPA's rules have thus far been opposed by the Florida League of Cities and a coalition of agriculture and industry groups. Opponents argue that the new regulations will cost the state's
water utilities billions of dollars in upgrades to water treatment facilities. Opponents also argue that the new requirements could stall the state's economic recovery, push up unemployment, and
force businesses to pass the costs of the upgrades to consumers.
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SRWMD Head Clarifies Issues Relative To Nestlé

By Laz Aleman Dec. 04, 2010
ECB Publishing
laz@embargmail.com

Concerning remarks attributed to him at a recent Jefferson County Commission meeting to the effect that local officials ultimately would decide the fate of a water bottling operation on the
Wacissa River, David Still, executive director of the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD), last week clarified his meaning.

Still told the Journal on Tuesday, Nov. 23, that what he had tried to impress on the group of concerned citizens who had met with him earlier in the week was that the land zoning and water
permit issues that would determine the fate of the bottling operation were parallel processes that could occur simultaneously.

"Normally, the applicant will meet our rules," Still said. "If that's the case, it's up to the county to make the land-use decision."
He noted that in Gilchrist County, the SRWMD had issued the water use permit for a bottling oper--ation, but then the Gilchrist County Commission had killed the project with a zoning change.

Being that the two processes were parallel and independent, it was sometimes the case that an applicant would seek the zoning change prior to approaching the district for a water use permit,
Still said.

In was also sometimes the case that an applicant would then attempt to use the zoning change approval to argue that the project was okay and so the district should approve the water use
permit; or vice versa, use the water use permit to argue that the county should therefore approve the zoning, he said.

In the case of the district, such arguments didn't hold water, insofar as convincing the staff to rule one way or the other on the water use permit, Still said, reiterating that the permit was issued
strictly on the basis of the scientific data.

Still took slight issue with the representation that the permitting process typically took about 18 months. He said the district could issue a permit as soon as 90 days, depending on the
completeness of the application. In those instances where the permit took longer, it was often because the application lacked completeness or specificity and the district had to request
additional information, he said.

As for the factors dictating his staff's recommendation for approval or denial of a permit, Still said these factors resided strictly within the scientific data. But he conceded that the SRWMD
governing board, which ultimately decides such issues, could choose to accept, reject or amend the staff's recommendation.

Still differed from a view printed in the Tallahassee Democrat that in the case of the Madison bottling facility, the SRWMD scientists had recommended that Nestlé Waters be allowed to extract
400,000 gallons a day from Blue Springs and the SRWMD governing board had upped it 1.46 million gallons daily for political and other reasons.

Still said the way he remembered it, Nestlé Waters had acquired an existing agricultural permit that was for 400,000 gallons a day and the company had asked that the board modify that
volume to 1.46 million gallons to make it viable for a bottling operation. He said to his recollection, the SRWMD staff had had nothing to do with the 400,000 gallons.

In a Nov. 7 piece titled My View in the Democrat, Andy Opel, an associate professor in the School of Communication at Florida State University, wrote in part that "In response to Nestlé's initial
pumping application, the scientist at this (SRWMD) office recommended reducing the amount of water Nestlé could extract from 1.46 million gallons a day to 400,000, over concerns for the
local environment."

"In January 2003, Nestlé sought to override the decision by appealing to the water district's governing board, whose members had been appointed by then Gov. Jeb Bush," Opel wrote. "Nestlé
promised to invest $100 million in Madison County and create 300 jobs only if it could pump the original 1.46 million gallons a day. The board agreed to Nestlé demands, overriding the
recommendation of the state scientists charged with safeguarding Florida's water."
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Report Finds Groundwater Declining In Parts Of Region

By Laz Aleman Dec. 04, 2010
ECB Publishing
laz@embargmail.com

A lengthy and comprehensive assessment conducted by the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) to determine the availability of its water supplies over the next 20 years
points to significant increases in water consumption over the period, at the same time that water resources are already declining in portions of the region.

The findings are part of an 89-page document titled 2010 Water Supply Assessment Report, a draft of which can be viewed online at www.srwmd.state.fl.us/, under the heading Water Supply
Planning.

The report projects that the district's total water use will undergo an increase of 10.3 million gallons per day by 2030, based on a low-range projection; and it will undergo an increase of 62.8
million gallons daily by 2030, based on a high-range projection.

The total water use is calculated on the consumption of all major water use categories, which the district identifies as including public supply, domestic self-supply, agriculture,
industrial/commercial/institutional, thermo-electric power generation, and recreation.

The report identifies specific areas of the district "where the use of groundwater to satisfy water demands for the (20-year) planning period will cause negative impacts to natural systems",
underscoring the point that "nearly all water used in the district is supplied by groundwater from the Upper Foridan aquifer".

The district staff used data from previous and ongoing hydrologic investigations, as well as the North Florida groundwater flow model, to determine the ability of the groundwater to meet the
projected demands of the 20-year planning period.

The report defines the North Florida groundwater model as "a predictive tool used to understand how current and projected groundwater withdrawals within the model area affect aquifer and
lake levels and flow in springs and rivers". It identifies the model area as including "all of the district, as well as large areas of the St. John's River Water Management District, smaller areas in
the Northwest and Southwest Florida Water Management Districts, and the State of Georgia."

States the report: "The results of this analysis indicate that the water resources of the northeastern portion of the district are in decline. This trend is especially evident in groundwater levels of
the Upper Floridan aquifer, which declined significantly during the past half century."

The result of the decline, according to the report, translates into a decrease of more than 20 percent, or 1,900 square miles, in the size of the area contributing groundwater to the northeastern
portion of the district. And the apparent cause for the significant decrease stems from groundwater withdrawals by the district itself, as well as the St. John's River and Georgia, according to the
report.

"The decline in groundwater levels in the northeastern district is suspected to have impacted a number of rivers and springs to the degree that they are not currently meeting their established
minimum flows and levels or interim flow constraints, or they are predicted to fall below them during the planning period," the report states.

The district, in fact, is recommending that certain of the affected areas be required to develop water supply plans that rely on conservation and alternative sources, other than groundwater, to
meet their future demands; and that these areas also develop water recovery plans. Among the sources that the report evaluated as possible alternatives were river surface water, reclaimed
water and brackish groundwater.

The report concludes with a series of recommendations that identify ways the district can enhance its statutory responsibilities to meet water supply demand while protecting the natural
systems. These recommendations include enhancing data collection and analysis efforts to gain a better understanding of hydrologic trends; continuing the district's modeling efforts to refine
the understanding of the magnitude of existing and projected impacts to water resources; and coordinating with other water management districts, Georgia and the U.S. Geological Survey to
develop cooperative strategies to enhance data collection and analysis efforts, identify current and future regional water resource impacts, and recover or avoid impacts.

Among the more specific recommendations, the report advises the designation of the Upper Santa Fe River Basin as a Water Resource Caution Area, and the designation of the Lower Santa
Fe River Basin, the Upper Suwannee River Region and the Atapaha River Basin as Water Supply Planning Regions. Meaning, among other possibilities, that within these designated areas,
the district would restrict the duration of water use permits to no more than five years until recovery and prevention strategies were developed and implemented; would require all new
applicants for water use permits and those renewing permits in excess of 100,000 gallons daily to meter their use; and would encourage new applicants for water use permits in excess of
500,000 gallons daily to use alternative sources of water, if the latter are technically, economically and environmentally feasible.

The bottom line, as SRWMD Executive David Still put it, is that water is a finite resource, and the area can no longer take it for granted.

"We're simply depleting it pretty fast," Still said.

And once it was gone, it was gone forever, he said.

Carlos Herd, a senior hydrology geologist with the SRWMD, essentially made the same point: conservation will more and more have to become a reality in the future.

Herd noted that the projected and already existing water declines were most evident in the eastern parts of the district, largely because of the State of Georgia and the nine counties in
northeast Florida that were drawing water from the aquifer. But although water was still relatively plentiful in the western parts of the district, including Jefferson County, it didn't mean it could
be taken for granted, he said.

"We need to keep an eye on Valdosta, which could impact the area there," Herd said. "These water issues are encroaching on our region. We have to be careful and manage our resources
better. We're going to have to look more at conservation. We're all going to have to conserve and cut back more. We're becoming more aware that water's not an infinite resource."

As for the eastern portions of the district where water declines are already evident, Herd said the SRWMD is trying to coordinate its remedial efforts with Georgia and the other water
management districts, at the same time that he conceded the difficulty of the task. Creating the difficulty, he noted, were the economic, political, and other pressures bearing on the different
players, and the fact that the aquifer extends beyond the boundaries of any one jurisdiction.

What the SRWMD didn't want, Herd said, was to get in a situation as happened in the western part of the state and in other parts of the country, where the issue becomes mired in litigation.

http://www.ecbpublishing.com/frontpage.html 12/10/2010















































































































































