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The Ichetucknee Partnership attempting to head off environmental
restrictions with voluntary measures

By Karl Burkhardt

Joel Foreman, Chairman of The Ichetucknee
Partnership, is taking the group’s message to the
business community. He began Thursday at noon
at the Rotary Club meeting.

“You’re going to have a new face around town and
hopefully, it will pay dividends for us,” Foreman
said. The TIP mascot, Bellamy Beaver, is being
used as a logo on educational materials to reach
out to children the same way Smokey Bear reaches
out to children about forest fires.

The Rotary Club has made a commitment to help
fund the cost of a Bellamy Beaver costume, which
will be like the mascot costumes used by college
sports teams.

“We are working together to promote the
environmental and economic wellbeing of the
Ichetucknee Springshed through programs that are
locally led, voluntary and incentive based,”
Foreman said.

“If we don’t do things voluntarily now, it is
probable, not possible, but probable that we will be
forced to do them involuntarily in the future. We
are trying to be proactive and do the things we
need to do, to avoid what some of us might
consider pretty onerous regulatory restrictions.”

Bellamy Beaver will be a living, walking (but not talking)
mascot for The Ichetucknee Partnership.
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Foreman noted that Rotary was one of the founding
partners of The Ichetucknee Partnership, organized
through the Chamber of commerce three years ago.
TIP includes the City of Lake City, Columbia County,
the Suwannee River Water Management District and
the Suwannee River Partnership.

“We have been able to bring in some sharp folks in to
familiarize us with the science so when somebody
asks me about the nitrate levels in the river, we can
have an intelligent discussion about it. And, just so
you know, right now we are about three the desired
level. That’s got to come down if we are going to
avoid regulatory restrictions.”

During the first three years, TIP promoted research
and monitoring, best management practices (BMP),
things that relate to agriculture.

“Our primary mission for the next three years is
probably going to be education and outreach,” he said.
“Conservation really starts with the individual, it starts
at home.

Joel Foreman tells Rotary Club members that TIP will focus on

. education and outreach programs. (LakeCityJournal.com
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particularly in Fort White. Every child who goes
through Fort White Schools knows principles of conservation, understands what their water use is doing to that
river that is so vital to our community.

“We also have a program at Richardson Middle School where we bring kids out of science class and take them
out in the field and show them how environmental science works. We leave those kids with a real strong
understanding and a little bit of passion for protecting that river.”

Because nearly all governmental funding has dried up, TIP is shifting its focus on “sweat equity” programs,
education and outreach.

The school programs will continue, at least for another year. They cost about $50,000 a year for field trips,
equipment and materials.

When the costume arrives, Bellamy Beaver will be accompanied by a TIP member at a variety of events,
including the County Fair and environmental programs.

Foreman is working on a process where one of the member organizations — probably the Chamber of
Commerce — will accept donations to pay for the costume.



