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State won't block sale of conservation lands

No Comments
February 02, 2011
By: Bruce Ritchie

A Department of Environmental Protection initiative to provide guidance to state agencies on the sale of lands originally
bought for conservation appears to have changed course, with DEP officials now saying such guidelines will be only
voluntary.

The Suwannee River Water Management District is continuing to list some land for sale and is moving to identify other
lands that can be sold, according to district officials. Some environmentalists say they're troubled by the agency's actions
and the precedent that could be set.

With Florida facing tight budgets in recent years, some Democratic and Republican House members have been saying the
state has too much land and should consider selling some. The state has purchased more than 2 million acres for
conservation since 1990 in what has been the largest land-buying program in the nation. But the program, which had
received $300 million a year since 1990, has received only $15 million in the past two years.

Environmentalists, including representatives of Audubon of Florida, said last year that agencies should follow the process
already established in the Constitution, which says the Cabinet can get rid of land only if it is "no longer needed for
conservation purposes.” (See "Groups want Crist to Stop Sale of State Lands," (http://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/tc.cfm?
a=article&id=18826582) June 25.)

In a Sept. 21 |etter (http://static-lobbytools.s3.amazonaws.com/press/20110202 letter crist to srwmd.pdf), Gov. Charlie Crist
told the Suwannee River Water Management District it should halt land sales while DEP develops guidelines for agencies to
follow. The district had proposed selling nine parcels totaling more than 700 acres. In November, the district decided to
proceed with land sales and develop its own criteria for selling land.

"A decision was made not to wait on DEP," said Terry Demott, senior land resource coordinator with the district.

"We received a request from DEP and the governor -- (now) the former governor -- to wait on that," Demott said. "But the
governing board made a decision not to wait but to go forward with our own program.”

DEP officials told the state Acquisition and Restoration Council (http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/arc.htm) in December
they had limited rule-making authority on the issue, according to draft council minutes. The issue is not on the council
agenda when it meets next week.

DEP spokeswoman Jennifer Diaz said the department is working on voluntary guidelines for agencies but she provided no
timetable for completing the work.

Environmentalist Eleanor Dietrich of Tallahassee, who last week attended a Suwannee River Water Management District
meeting on its own proposed criteria, said she's concerned that the district is moving too swiftly. The board is expected to
consider the criteria on March 8.
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Dietrich said critics want the agency to use specific criteria for selling land that also take into account other conservation
features besides water resources, such as endangered species and proximity to other public lands.

"We don't want it to be so quick that the criteria, and application of those criteria, would result in land that shouldn't be sold
being sold," she said.

Originally published in the Florida Current - exclusively distributed via Lobbytools (http://www.lobbytools.com) - Florida's
Premiere Legislative and Media Monitoring Service.
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FSU students rally for community river
Emily Ostermeyer
Contributing Writer

Over 100 community members gathered in the Dorothy Cooper Spence Community Center on
Thursday night for an informational meeting regarding the protection of the Wacissa River. The
Friends of the Wacissa, a local group, organized the meeting in response to the potential threat of
commercial water mining at the Wacissa River by the water-bottling company Nestle Waters North
America.

If you love FSU, if you love Tallahassee, then this is the best way to
get involved and use your voice, because it is a voice that people
listen to.

—Elizabeth Swiman Director of Campus Sustainability at FSU

The first part of the of the meeting was informational, during which Jon Dinges, director of Water
Supply and Resource Management at the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD),
gave a presentation to explain how the SRWMD issues permits for consumptive use of water to
companies such as Nestle.

The goal was to facilitate concerned citizens' understanding of the factors and criteria that the
SRWMD considers when evaluating permit applications.

"We want the citizens to understand how the permitting process works," Dinges said. "We want them
to understand that it's a public process and all the information is open to them once the permit
application comes in, and they can get involved by reviewing the applications to make comments to
the water management district during that process."

The second part of the meeting involved an update from citizen coalition members that discussed
what is currently happening with the Wacissa River in the wake of the Nestle attempt.

After receiving the necessary exploratory permit in June 2010, Nestle Waters North America is
currently in the process of evaluating the use of the Wacissa river as a harvesting source for their
water bottling facility located in nearby Madison County, according to the "Save the Wacissa" website.
If Nestle decides to pursue and gains approval for a consumptive use permit, Nestle will use the
Wacissa watershed as a satellite spring source that the company would transport by tanker truck from
the spring to the Madison County facility.

"We're not really sure if they're going to pursue it,” Georgia Ackerman of Friends of the Wacissa said.
"I believe strongly that they will, but right now, they're evaluating and testing it."

Nestle released a Frequently Asked Questions notice regarding the Wacissa Satellite Spring Source,
where it addressed community concerns. According to the information, if Nestle does pursue the
satellite spring, the maximum amount of water the company would harvest per day is 1.6 million
gallons, as permitted by the SRWMD. Additionally, the maximum amount of truckloads Nestle can run

http://www.fsunews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110203/FSVIEW/110202030&template=printart  2/3/2011



www.fsunews.com | Printer-friendly article page Page 2 of 2

in a single day ranges between 60 and 70.

"Nestle Waters works with local communities to make certain that our tankering operations are not
disruptive to the lives of the residents," the FAQ read. "We will study the Wacissa Springs' ecosystem
to ensure that, if we move forward, our water usage would be sustainable and that the local
environment would remain unharmed."

Despite these assurances, locals' concerns abound, and were voiced at Thursday's meeting.

"The majority of Wacissa residents oppose any type of satellite spring, what's called a bulk transfer
station, in their community because there's going to be big trucks running up and down the road,"
Ackerman said. "And if you've ever been to Wacissa, it's a small tiny, quiet, rural community. Having
50 to 60 trucks running up and down your roads everyday, past the bus stop where the little kids wait,
it's just going to completely upset their community. That's one of their biggest concerns."

Community members are also concerned about the potential damage the satellite spring would pose
to the aquifer. Currently, a Phase | Water Shortage Advisory was issued in December by the SRWMD
in response to recent drought conditions, and is still in effect.

"Clearly, pumping water from the aquifer when we have an advisory warning, drought level conditions
going on, is bad for the river," Ackerman said. "It's bad for the ecosystem. It's bad for the springs, so
that's what's upsetting the regional people.”

The community meeting reached a capacity of standing room only, with people from four different
local counties present.

"There were residents from Jefferson County, Waculla County, Leon County and Gadsden County
who were concerned about this across the region," Ackerman said. "So that, for me, is extremely
encouraging. A lot of people care and a lot of people don't want water mining happening on our rivers
and our springs in the area."

Ackerman said that the meeting helped disseminate awareness of the Wacissa River issue.

"I think a lot of people left last night with a good understanding of how the permit process works, and
as well as how they can get involved," Ackerman said. "If this is something that they care about and
want to help protect the Wacissa River, they now have the means to get involved, and that was one
of our goals."

Elizabeth Swiman, director of Campus Sustainability at FSU, was present at the event.

She said issues such as the protection of the Wacissa Springs are hugely important because of their
direct effect on the local community.

"You know, we have these beautiful spaces in our community that we want to remain beautiful and
untouched and open to the public," Swiman said.

Swiman encourages students to become aware and engaged in these environmental issues.

"This is the town you live in,” Swiman said. "This is where you spend four or more years of your life.
This is where you work, and this is where you go to school and this is where you play and it's also a
chance for you to purport those skills of being an engaged citizen, and this is the perfect time to
practice that. If you love FSU, if you love Tallahassee, then this is the best way to get involved and
use your voice, because it is a voice that people listen to."

Students are heeding the call. The Environmental Service Program (ESP) at FSU, for example, is an
SGA-affiliated project that hosts events on campus and in the community to educate people on
environmental issues, and is currently organizing a canoe trip on the Wacissa River to raise
awareness.

"We're organizing it with FSU Outdoor Pursuits, so there will be really knowledgeable and
experienced guides on the trip, and we're going to give out information about the political process and
the local ecology," said Rachel Walsh, FSU senior majoring in biology and an active member of ESP.
Walsh said that the canoe trip, currently scheduled for March, would help provide an opportunity for
students to see the river for themselves and hopefully instill a better appreciation for it.

"We talked to some local activists about how our organization could best become involved and one of
the things that they suggested was taking the people to see the river, because people are willing to
protect what they have experienced and what they love," Walsh said. "So | hope that to see the river
will help them to gain an appreciation and concern for it."

Students interested in attending the canoe trip can sign up through Outdoor Pursuits. For more
information about the Wacissa River issue, visit savethewacissa.com.
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Take a hike, or a stroll, on SRWMD lands
LIVE OAK, FL, February 3, 2011 — Sylvia
Dunnam found solace from the hustle and
bustle of the city when she moved to
Suwannee County from West Palm in
1986. It was nature that drew her to north
Florida.

“] wanted to be closer to nature and I knew
I would have access to the Florida Trail,”
she said.

After Dunnam made her home in McAlpin she discovered that her hiking opportunities were not
limited to the Florida Trail — one of eleven National Scenic Trails.

Dunnam, who founded the Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail Association, helps organize
guided hikes and camping and canoeing trips, some of which take place on lands owned by the
Suwannee River Water Management District (District).

“We enjoy bird watching and admiring the flora and fauna along the way,” Dunnam said. “One
unique feature of this area is the different types of geology.”

On a recent hike on the District’s Jennings Bluff Tract in Hamilton County, Dunnam was among
a group of 19 who observed the Dead River, a winding creek that takes water from the Alapaha
River and funnels it into a sinkhole.

“This is a spectacular place to visit,” said Megan Wetherington, District senior professional
engineer. “The river reemerges 16 miles downstream as the largest single freshwater spring in
the state before flowing into the Suwannee River.”


http://www.greenepublishing.com/?p=902
http://www.greenepublishing.com/wp-content/uploads/DSC_0101.jpg

Wetherington said the karst geology in this part of Florida causes many rivers and streams to
flow underground through sinkholes.

Edwin McCook, the District’s land management specialist, said other interesting features that
hikers may encounter on District lands include unique wildlife, whitewater rapids and champion
trees — the largest of trees within a species.

In addition, more than 50 miles of the Florida Trail traverses District land. The District invites the
public to explore nature by hiking on District lands during the month of February to celebrate
Florida Hiking Trails Month.

“The District encourages hikers and others to take advantage of the 183 miles of trails that
provide hiking, biking and equestrian opportunities on District-owned lands,” said McCook.

The Florida Trail Association provides ongoing planned hikes and other recreational
opportunities, some of which take place on District lands.

“If you are unable to participate in a guided hike sponsored by the Florida Trail Association, you
may take a self-guided hike on District property anytime,” said McCook.

All District hiking trails are free and open to the public every day of the year. Following is a list
of some of the best hiking opportunities:
* Bell Springs, Columbia County

* Big Shoals, Hamilton County

* Holton Creek, Hamilton County

* Falling Creek Falls, Columbia County
* White Springs Tract, Hamilton County
» Little Shoals, Columbia County

* Gar Pond, Columbia County

» Stephen Foster Tract, Hamilton County
« Camp Branch, Hamilton County

* Ellaville Tract, Madison County

* Anderson Springs, Suwannee County

* Black Tract, Madison County

* Mill Creek North, Madison County

* Mill Creek South, Madison County

* Owens Spring, Lafayette County

* Cabbage Grove, Taylor County

« Steinhatchee Falls, Taylor County

Maps to each of the above tracts are available under the Best Recreational Opportunities link on
the District’s website. It can be accessed at www.mysuwanneeriver.com/recreation. For more
information contact Edwin McCook at 386.362.1001 or ejm@srwmd.org.

For more information about planned hikes and other recreational opportunities hosted by the
Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail Association call Sylvia Dunnam at 386.362.3256 or visit
www.suwannee.floridatrail.org.
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Bowden Honored

By SRWMD

Ken Allen

Jerry Bowden, of the

Suwannee River Water

Management District, was

honored for 10 years of

outstanding service at a

governing board meeting
February 8th. Bowden, a senior professional engineer,
works in the Department of water supply and resource
management. He inspects commercial and subdivision
development projects to ensure they are in compliance
with permitting requirements and assists with the
implementation of drainage and alternative water supply
projects. Bowden joined the District in February 2001
and has 35 years of consulting and design experience in
the areas of soil and water resources. Prior to
employment with the District, he worked for 11 years as a
consultant and 14 years as the president and owner of an
engineering and construction company in Southwest
Florida. In the photo, SRWMD Governing Board
Chairman Don Quincey, left, and Jon Dinges, District
director of water supply and resource management, right,
present the award to Jerry Bowden for 10 years of
service.
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SRWD launches e-newsletter

Feb 17th, 2011
by Jacob.

LIVE OAK, FL, February 17, 2011 — It’s out with the old and in with the new for the Suwannee
River Water Management District’s RiverFronts newsletter. The monthly publication is
converting from print format to an e-newsletter that will be posted on the District’s website
beginning this month.

For about 10 years, RiverFronts was printed and mailed to subscribers quarterly before
production was temporarily suspended last year, due in part to budget constraints. Now, via its
website, the District is able to offer timely information in an attractive newsletter format at no
cost. The new electronic format is also a plus for readers who are accustomed to being able to
enlarge the size of type for easier readability.

The newsletter will present highlights of current District topics and events. Some of the features
in the first edition include a list of hiking opportunities available to the public on District lands,
answers to questions about current drought conditions and rainfall totals, and a reminder to
resume to twice-a-week lawn irrigation with the start of Daylight Saving Time.

Readers can sign up to be notified by email when the newsletter is posted each month through
the website’s Notify Me feature, located under Quick Links on the homepage at
WWW.mysuwanneeriver.com.
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SRWMD E-Newsletter
Ken Allen
Fri, Feb 18, 2011

It's out with the old and in with the new for the Suwannee River Water

Management District’s RiverFronts newsletter. The monthly publication

is converting from print format to an e-newsletter that will be posted on
the District’s website beginning this month. For about 10 years, RiverFronts was printed
and mailed to subscribers quarterly before production was temporarily suspended last
year, due in part to budget constraints. The newsletter will present highlights of current
District topics and events. Some of the features in the first edition include a list of hiking
opportunities available to the public on District lands, answers to questions about
current drought conditions and rainfall totals, and a reminder to resume to twice-a-week
lawn irrigation with the start of Daylight Saving Time.
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