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New SRWMD program speeds up

environmental resource permitting process

Landowners, developers and others in need of an envi

ronmental resource permit (ERP) from the Suwannee River

Water Management District (District) now have an opportu

nity to obtain a permit much faster - for certain projects.

The District is offering an accelerated permit review

(APR) process, which reduces the time a permit is reviewed

from 30 days to two business days. Factoring in the time the

application is received, an applicant may have a permit in

hand within three to seven business days. This is provided

that the permittee follows all guidelines required for the

accelerated process.

Non-APR permits are issued within 60 days or longer if

the application is incomplete. This process is still available

to all applicants; applicants who wish to receive a permit on
an accelerated basis can take-advantage of the APR process.

ERP projects that qualify for an APR must meet certain

criteria, including, but not limited to the following: they

must not have an impact on the wetlands and/or require mit

igation; they must not require a variance; arid they must not

require comments or review from the District's attorneys.

There is a $1,000 charge for APRs, which covers

administrative costs. This is besides the actual permit fee.

Applicants must still meet all required rules and condi

tions of issuance as listed in Chapter 40B-4 and 40B-40Q,

Florida Administrative Code.

"The APR program is designed to give premium service

for certain projects," said Leroy Marshall, District profes

sional engineer. ^_

Marshall said the program was implemented in

response to applicants' requests for an expedited permitting

process. It also allows applicants to schedule their permits in
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advance. . .

"Knowing when a permit may be issued is particularly

helpful to contractors who must meet other development

requirements, such as obtaining a zoning change or county

building permit," Marshall said. "This service is designed to

help commercial ventures get in and out the door."

Those requesting an APR schedule a receiving period -

a time frame of up to five days when the application and

related documents will be submitted. The two-day review

process begins after the five-day period.

Marshall said small to medium-sized commercial proj

ects, such as the development of a department store, conven

ience store or fast food restaurant are the type of projects that

will most benefit from the program.

Currently, the program is only offered to ERP appli

cants, but the District may look to expand the program in the

future to provide APRs for other permits. Some of the proj

ects that require an ERP include:.the development of ponds,

boat ramps, and dams; the construction of buildings, subdi

visions, and roads; and wetland or stream encroachment.

For more information about the program, call Leroy

Marshall at 386-362-1001.











Friday, April .29, 2011

i —; Jefferson CountyJournal

Mnfall Varies
eross Suwannee

Cont. From Page 1

B Publishing

Staff Writer

* ne Suwannee River'

Water Management

District v (SRWMD)

reports mixed results in

terms of rainfall during

March.

Although the aver

age rainfall: during the

month was 5.10 inches,1

or 0.58 inch higher than

the historical March

ge of 4.52 inches,

strict retained a 12-

I iiiyuih rainfall deficit of

"inches. ■

p, rainfall accu-
xations were poorly

distributed, with west

ern counties such as

Jefferson experiencing

almost double their nor

mal rainfall and coun

ties in the Santa Fe

Basin receiving signifi

cantly lower amounts,

according to the dis
trict's, latest hydrologic

conditions report.

/States the report:

"The - 12-m'onth district

average of 54 inches was

h modest rise,s near the

tXiJflVIVIPP end of the month and
iwwiiiiw those in the coastal

>i*«y»l» | basins faring a little
ft 1 i sS. S better. Lake levels also

generally dropped in

near the long-term aver- March, with the excep-

age of 54.68 inches, tion of Snead's
Significant deficits per-smokehouse Lake in
sisted in the upper jefferson County,
Aucilla, Suwannee, arid

Santa Fe basins."'

The report shows

that Jefferson County

received 7.19 inches of.

rainfall in March, com

pared with the March

average of: 5.80 inches.

The county has received

10.02 inches of rainfafl
during the last three

months and 48.94 inches

during the last

months.

Madison County,

meanwhile, received 6,81

inches in March, com

pared with the March

average of 5.72 inches.

Madison County has

received 10.66 inches

during the last three

months arid 51.01 inches

during the last 12

months.

River levels fell

throughout the district,

with a few registering
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which rose more than

a foot.

Groundwater lev

els, meanwhile, fell 40

percent in monitored

wells of the upper

Floridan Aquifer, drop

ping an average of two
inches from the previ

ous month.

The SRWMD moni

tors agricultural water

use on 106 overhead

irrigation systems. It

reports that the aver

age daily application

rate in March was 0.05

inches, an increase of

0.02 inches since

February.

The report indi

cates that parts of the

district continue to be

experience moderate

hydrologic drought

conditions.

The district contin

ues its phase-one water

shortage advisory that

it issued in mid

December 2010. The

advisory, urges home

owners and others

whose water use is no|
regulated by a district-

issued permit to

reduce their water con

sumption voluntarily j

The SRWMD com

piles the hydrologic

conditions report

using water resource

data collected from

radar-derived rainfall

estimates, groundwa

ter and surface water

levels, and river flows,

among other variables.

The district encom

passes all or parts of

15 counties in north-

central Florida,

including Madison

County and the east

ern half of Jefferson

County.
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deVd°perS f?C±rated review Process' to SRWMD said. criteria, including, but not

much faster for certain projects, in hand within 3-7 business on an accelerated basis can take attornevs
according to a recent SRWMD days. This is provided the advantage of the APR process. There
release.

The district is offering an
permittee follows all guidelines ERP projects that qualify

required for the accelerated for an APR must meet certain

There is a $1,000 charge for

APRs, which the SRWMD says

covers administrative costs.

This is in addition to the actual

permit fee.

Applicants must still meet all

required rules and conditions

of issuance as listed in Chapter

40B-4 and 40B-400, Florida

Administrative Code.

"The APR program is

designed to give premium

service for certain projects,"

said Leroy Marshall, district

professional engineer.

implemented in response medium-sized commercial

:h as the

projects that will most benefit
"Knowing when a permit from the program,

may be issued is particularly Currently, the program is only

must meet other development

requirements, such as obtaining

a zoning change or county

building permit," Marshall
said.

Those requesting an

APR schedule a receiving

period—a time frame of up to

five days when the application

and related documents will be

submitted. The two-day review

process begins afteT the five-day

period.

district may look,to expand the

program in the future to provide

APRs for other permits. Some

of the projects that require an

ERP include: the development

of ponds, boat ramps, and

dams; the construction of

buildings, subdivisions, and

roads; and wetland or stream

encroachment.

For more information about

the program, please call Leroy

Marshall at (386) 362-1001.


