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Review Team
Learns About
SRWMD’s
Largest
Restoration
Project;
Provides Input
On Land :
Management

Practices

" ' In the 1950s, when industrial
landowners began to convert
Mallory Swamp (Lafayette
County) to pine plantations by
draining water off the property,
the swamp lost some of its ability
to hold rainwater and gently
feed it to the Steinhatchee and
Suwannee rivers downstream. In
2001, a strike of lightning ignited
the dry land and a wildfire swept

through 60,000 acres of the-

swamp.

Now the Suwannee River
Water Management District
(SRWMD) is in the process of
restoring the land back to -its
natural state and condition. In
1999, the District purchased a
_conservation easement on the
property to protect the land
from further. development and
in 2002 the District -acquired
full management and ownership
of nearly 30,000 acres of the
property.

On April 5, a group of
about 25 biologists, foresters,
parks and recreation specialists,
environmentalists and
landowners toured Mallory
Swamp and other District lands
to provide feedback on the
District’s land management
practices. The group, referred to
as the land management review
team, tours District property
annually; their comments - are
later presented to the District’s
Governing Board.

Before taking the tour, the
group heard a presentation about
land - management practices
and recreational opportunities
on several District properties,
mc’luding Mallory Swamp -
h

e restoration project.

e of: the--District’s largest |

““Beéau - Willsey,
a presentation on the history of
Mallory Swamp.

About 30 years after

landowners installed a system -

of drainage canals, scientists
determined that the hydrological
alterations were increasing the

discharge of water from the l

Steinhatchee River into the Gulf
of Mexico, he told the group.

: “The increased flow had the-
potential' to negatively affect

aquatic organisms in the river,
downstream to the gulf,” Willsey *

- said.

* Such alterations also changed |

the hydrology of the swamp and
affected natural vegetation and
related wildlife.

On the tour, the

D:stnct]
environmental stientist, gave |

l_a_nd '

that existed prior to land use
alterations.

-'Plant and' ‘animal species - -

on the property are monitored
to determine the effects of land
management activities on such
species and whether the District

. is successful at returning the land
| back to its pre-altered state.

management review team saw |

firsthand what the District has

‘done to restore the natural

hydrology of the swamp  and
related - natural communities.-
Members - of the team ' asked
qﬁestions and made suggestions

“along the way.

Willsey and Scott Gregor,
District natural  resource
specialist, discussed the
extensive network of canals and

ditches previously installed to '

drain the swamp and what the
District has done to reverse the

"effects of such alterations. -

. A member of the review
team, Jack Ewel (ecologist and
farmer), praised. the District’s
efforts to install culverts, ditch
blocks and other structures to
restore groundwater levels and
natural drainage patterns.

Land managers have installed

311 culverts, 58 ditch blocks and
eight flashboard riser structures

Another ~ review = team
'member, Jacqui Sulek (Four

Rivers . Audubon ., Society), °

suggested the District do more
extensive monitoring of birds
" on the property and she offered
to provide volunteers from her
group to implement that.

“One tool for measuring the
‘ qua.hty of a natural community is
how many birds or other species
are present; it’s like if you build
it [natural habitat], they will
come,” said Gregor. -

Since 2003, the District has
spent more than $3.4 million on
restoration efforts. About $2.4
million- was provided by the
United States Natural Resource
Conservation Service through
the agency’s Wetlands Reserve
Program.

Restoration efforts at Mallory
Swamp are a key example of the
District’s land acquisition and
management goals. The District
acquires and manages  lands
for flood control, water quality
protection and natural resource
conservation.' District lands are
open to the public for recreational
opportunities, such as hunting,
fishing, hiking, camping and
horseback riding.

The purpose of -the land
management review team is to
determine whether District land

| managers are fulfilling their

the Steinhatchee and Suwannee

rivers and to recharge the aquifer
and rehydrate wetlands within
the swamp.

Data from groundwater. and
surface water monitoring devices
and the response of vegetation
in wetland areas will be used to
determine whether restoration
goals are being met.

© Willsey and Gregor also
discussed the correlation between
restoring water resources and the
health of the ecosystem.

Management activities,

: suchas prescribed burning' and

reforestation,  are toels being
i used to restore natural plant
‘communities with vegetation

’ statutory obligations, complying
to reduce the flow of water into |

withDistrictpolicyandimproving
land management practices. The
District is statutorily required
to get feedback on its land
management practices each year.
Invitations are sent to various -
local governments, agencies,
organizations and citizens in
order to form a land management -
review team.

Anyone interested in joining
the land management review
team may contact Gwen Lord at
the District at'(386) 362.1001 or
(800).226.1066 (FL only).
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The Lafayette County Com-

mission adopted a resolution
April 25 in opposition of Jack-
sonville Electric Authority’s
application with the St. John's

River Water Management Dis-

trict to increase their daily wa-
ter usage, which would be .

FIonda

| County says Je ax should
look elsewhere for water

. Aqulfer ‘ ;
. Alton Scott, Lafayette Coun— .

ty Emergency Management
Director, ‘presented the board -

_ with the written resolution to -

sign and approve. The resolu- -
tion is in oppesition of St.

John’s WMD who has applied

for an application to increase. .
their daily water usage for the
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JEA.
The resolution states
that the impact of this re-

quest for increased wa--

ter usage on Lafayette
County and all of North
Florida would be severe
and irreversible. The
massive increase over
' the suggested 20-year
period would be detri-
mental to the rivers,
springs and groundwa-
ter, and would adversely
affect recreation and
farming industries in the
county, officials said.

County says Jax should |
look elsewhere for water

“Jacksonville has been
steadily increasing their
water usage from our
district,” Scott told the
board.

Comm. Donnie Ham-
lin said, “St. John’s Wa-
ter Management is a
powerful organization.
We think Suwannee Riv-

er is powerful? That

group right
there...they’re ~ some-
thing else. They don’t
send their representa-

tives to meetings; they

send attorneys.”
Scott said that  the
“Jacksonville area. al-

.ready had vrequested"
155 million gallons a

day and they want to
increase that to almost
163 million gallons a
day.”

He stated that the
mayor of White Springs
said that two of their

springs have already
~ gone dry. He said there
“are other alternatives |

like desalination that the
JEA needs to consider
rather than taking water
from North Florida. |

It took less than four . .

minutes for the board to
adopt the resolution.



Jefferson takes stand against pumping from Wacissa River

BY JENNIFER PORTMAN

MONTICELLO — The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners unanimously approved a resolution
Thursday that asks the Suwannee River Water Management District to deny any requests to pump water in the
county and transport it elsewhere.

The resolution comes in wake of speculative plans by Nestle Waters North America to pump water from
near the headwaters of the spring-fed Wacissa River for use at its Madison County bottling plant.

"It makes it clear that we are asking the (water management district) to help us control this," said
Commissioner Danny Monroe.

Nestle has not yet applied for a consumptive use permit for the area, but has been monitoring water
guality and quantity at four test wells drilled last summer near the river. Last fall, area residents and outdoor
enthusiasts joined together to oppose the company's preliminary plans for up to 70 tanker-trucks a day, for
limited periods, to haul water from the satellite source to supplement its bottling operation at Madison Blue
Springs.

Since then, the Friends of the Wacissa have waged a grass roots informational campaign to protect the
river, which is fed by at least 13 springs that together discharge an average of about 250 million gallons a day,
making it one of Florida's 33 first-magnitude springs.

The group also has teamed up with the non-profit Corporate Accountability International, which has
assisted other small communities that have tried to stand up to North America's largest water bottler.
Thousands of people have signed a petition against any plan to tap the river.

Wacissa resident Kim Gilmore welcomed the commission's resolution aimed at stopping Nestle's plans.
"We think that is one step closer," Gilmore said.

David Stills, executive director of the water management district, said water management board
members would take the commission's recommendations seriously.

"Any time a local entity of government asks, | think the board is more than able to sit up and listen," he
said.

The board's resolution also calls on the water management district to establish minimum flow and water
level standards for the Wacissa and nearby Aucilla River as soon as possible.

In a letter to commissioners, Nestle's Southeast Region Natural Resources Manager Kent Koptiuch
said the company supports establishing minimum flow levels and would be willing to share the information it
collects about the Wacissa spring area with the water management district.

"Any data that we can get is always useful in setting minimum flows," Stills said.

Koptiuch's letter also stressed that any application to withdraw water should be "fairly evaluated and
based upon sound science."

At Thursday's meeting, Ryan Duffy of Ron Sachs Communications, which has been hired by Nestle to
help handle public relations, said testing of the potential water source is not yet complete.

Last year, literature distributed by company officials said Nestle would not go ahead with any pumping
plans without community support.

"It's going to come down to the science, if it is viable," Duffy said. "Ultimately, we want what everybody
in the community wants, clean water."
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