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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Organized opposition

also influenced Nestle

Nestle Waters claims "sci

ence" alone guided its decision

to abandon plans for extracting

water from the Wacissa River.

No doubt that played a part, but

it's far more likely the organized

opposition played an equal, and

probably greater, role hi per
suading the company to look

elsewhere for its outrageous

profits.

In very short order, residents

from throughout the Big Bend

rallied in defense of the Wacis

sa. Paddlers, airboat and fishing

enthusiasts, elected officials —

all understood what was being

threatened, and all quickly and

publicly declared their opposi

tion.

But this struggle was far
more than simply one side recit

ing a monotonous litany of "no."

Hydrology experts volunteered

their research on the status of

the region's aquifer; a handful

of attorneys offered legal assis

tance; Friends of the Wacissa

swiftly organized and learned

what could be done to protect

this amazing resource. Veterans

of other environmental battles

came forward.

And once educated, the move

ment became an irresistible

force. Even in the face of vague,

unspecified actions by Nestle,

the Jefferson County Commis

sion and Suwannee River Water

Management District held firm,

declaring they wanted protec

tions capable of withstanding

any challenge. «■

Nestle's decision to abandon

the Wacissa is good news, and let

no one underestimate the power

and influence of motivated peo

ple working to protect that which

they hold most dear.

ART CARLSON

art.carlson@mac.com

On Tuesday, Aug. 9, the

Suwannee River Water

Management District's

Governing Board will meet

at 9 a.m. at the R.O. Ranch

Equestrian Park Visitor

Center, 10807 S. State

Road 51, Mayo, Florida

32066. The meeting is to |

consider District business i

and conduct public hear- i

ings on regulatory and land i

acquisition matters. A ■}

workshop will follow the i

Governing Board meeting.

On Monday, Aug. 29, at 1

p.m., a tentative intermedi

ate Governing Board meet

ing will be held at District

headquarters in Live Oak,

Florida. Public should

check the District website

a t

http://www.srwmd.state.fi.

us/ or contact the District at

386-362-1001 to confirm

that the meeting has. not

been canceled or resched

uled.

All meetings, workshops

and hearings are open to the

public.
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$38K from SRWMD 1 .

1 -

Alphonas Alexander, right front, from Suwannee River Water Management District presents the

Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners with a check in the amount of $37,943.47 in

PILT funds. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor 510fy / B©IOW

County

coffers get

$38K from
SRWMD

Joyce Marie Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

At Tuesday's Hamilton

County Commission

meeting the Board re

ceived a check in the

amount of $37,943.47

from Suwannee River Wa

ter Management (SR

WMD).

Steve Minnis, govern

mental affairs director

and Alphonas Alexander,

vice chairman of,the Gov

erning Board, .presented

the commissioners with,

•the lump sum check,

which is for payment in

lieu of taxes, or PILT

funds, as they are called.

"It's an honor for me to

do this," Alexander said.

"In these economic times I

know everybody is

stretched for funds."

According to a press re

lease from the SRWMD,

SEE COUNTY, PAGE 2A

County coffers get $38K from SRWMD
Continued From Page 1A\

the PILT program

was created ■ by the

Florida Legislatitfe to

Help reduce the. fiscal;

impact to rural coun

ties when the State or

pisrrict acquires

.Ianclsi,:;->§inc£*' land

owned by4he District

is tax-exempt, PILT
funds offset the loss

of tax revenue wh&i

the District purchases

property for flood-

control, water quality,

■water supply and nati

Txral respuxce; protec

tion. !

. In plain English,

this payment to

prltty :--fs;

.RWMD

urchastSl from

uals in Harrtil-

ton County. The as- program in 1992 to re-

sessment value at the imburse,local govern-

time of purchase; is ments for the: loss of

paid to-the-board for revenue.'

the value of the taxes. Twenty-fivepercent

They are funds that of all Save Our Rivers

would Have been paid land • V management

by property owners if funds are set aside.to

the SRWMD had not pay for the program,

purchased the land. Io qualify for ..this

Payments in Lieu of program, a county in

Taxes (PILT) is ex- which the District has

plained by' the SR- purchased land must

WMD on. their web- have a population of

site as follows: less than 150,000. Pay-

"When 'private ments are made each.,

property does become year for the previous

public property, it is year's taxes."

taken tiff/the" county Eleven _, counties

tax roll. Although the within the SRWMD

impact on county rev- have received a total

enues is^inimal - of $326,314 in' PILT;

only 0.2 percent annu- funding this year in

.ally - the'Legislature comparison to the

'established

/merit.;*

$1777;012-;; :theyi% p
E^taxes
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Will county go to court

over area water rights?
Could join forces with

Hamilton in fight against

St Johns Mgmt District.

By ANTONIA ROBINSON

arobinson@laKecityreporter.com

Protecting the waters of Columbia

County is a major concern for the Board

of Commissioners.

"At the end of the day, our waters are

the lifeblood of the community," said

Commissioner Chairman Jody DuPree.

"People come to the county to go to the

springs. If we lose that we lost the very

core of the community. We have to do

everything in our power to protect it"

Commissioners passed a resolution

Aug. 4 to examine their options - includ

ing possible participation in a lawsuit

- concerning recent action by the SL

Johns River Water Management District

The SJRWMD Governing Board

approved a 20-year consumptive use per

mit for JEA, an electric, water and waste-

water utility company in Jacksonville, on

May 10. The permit consolidates 27 JEA

water-use permits, which have a com

bined allocation of 155 million gallons of

water per day, into one permit

WATER continued on 3A

WATER: Countymayjoin lawsuit
Continued From Page 1A

County Attorney Martin

Feagle will research a law

suit brought against the dis

trict by Hamilton County,

DuPree said.

The permit will allow

JEA to use 173 million gal

lons of water per day to

cool its towers to generate

electricity.

The flow of the average

spring in the Columbia

County is 68 million gallons

per day, Dupree said.

Farmers have a hard

time getting a permit from

water management dis

tricts, yet JEA is allowed

to have one that spans 20

years, he said. Most per

mits are three to five years

in length.

"That's just absolutely

devastating," DuPree said.

Columbia County is

steadily losing water, he

said. White Springs is

gone.

Some experts claim

excessive water consump

tion in northeastern Florida

is draining the Floridan

Aquifer, which underlies

area counties.

Allowing such a permit

for JEA could have a disas

trous affect on the area,

DuPree said.

"In less than 10 years,

we will not have water in

the river," he said.

The commissioners want

to send a message to the

water management district

by taking legal action.

They can't abuse and

take our water," DuPree

said.

The district also has a

responsibility to notify all

interested people that could

be affected by such a deci

sion, he said.

"They do this on their

own accord and we're out

of the loop on that kind of

stuff," DuPree said.

Feagle will then bring

back a report to the

board for it to determine

what legal action it can

take and how to proceed

forward.

"We can't just sit back

and allow them to do this,"

he said. "I'm certainly

going to do everything

in my power to protect

Columbia County's inter

est"
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Movement afoot to restore spring Our vanishing history
By jeffry Boatright

jeffry.bbatright®

• gatlne'ws.com

A recent movement

that has been initiated

for ,• the purpose of

restoring one of North

Florida's most beloved

landmarks and natural

springs seems to be

gaining support.

Friends of Suwannee

Springs (FOSS) thus far

has been an Internet

Facebook community.

According to group or

ganizers Janet Politano

Nix of Jacksonville and

Bobbie Tomlinson of

Jennings, their first

meeting was held July

31, allowing dozens of

interested supporters to

learn more about the

history of the location.

Both ladies recall

growing up in Suwan

nee and Hamilton

counties and now enjoy

the pleasant memories

derived from the

quenching waters

Suwannee Springs of

fered swimmers of all

ages, during the sultry

summers of North

Florida.

However, Nix and

Tomlinson both have

■become saddened by

the current condition of

the wall that has for so

long been synonymous

with the spring.

The FOSS group ar

gues there are too many

memories and the histo

ry is too rich to allow

the historic place to fur

ther deteriorate.

Finding a solution to

such a problem, howev

er, is a great challenge,

according to Nix.

"There is nomoney to

fix it with," she readily

admits. "That is why

we are thinking outside

of the box. Private,

funding might be an

option."

The. Suwannee River

Water Management

District currently owns

the spring and 125 acres

of adjoining land. Two

wood, structured cabins,

that are in excess of 100

years old remain on the

property near the

spring. While Nix and

Tomlinson believe the

cabins are salvageable,

Charlie Hauder, assis

tant executive director

for the SRWMD noted

that a University of

Florida survey has doc

umented that while the

cabins are interesting,

the ability to restore

them is doubtful.

Local, resident Quinn

Leibfried recounts

memories of staying in

the cabins at Suwannee

Springs during her

childhood. She can also

SEE OUR, PAGE 2A

Continued From Page 1A

remember the bath-'

house that was once a

fixture at the spring, but

is long gone.

"We have a simple

passion not to lose what

we have there,"

Leibfried said.

Ultimately, FOSS

would like to see

Suwannee Springs and

the historic wall that

partially surrounds it

placed on the National

Historic Registry. That

within itself is quite an

undertaking, according

to organizers of FOSS.

The group's primary

interest is raising an

awareness of the histori

cal spring. Ultimately,

they would like to see

the wall preserved but

according to Hauder,

even with adequate

funding, research would

have to be conducted to

ensure the wall's base

and structure are sound.

Hauder added that

while the state owns the

spring, it is; technically a

sovereign land, belong

ing to the stife: and not

specifically toSRWMD. ,
"With the right group

of-jiartners it c&uld be a:

greit assetfor SuWanriee
County/' Hauder said.

"We would love it if a

local group could adopt

the property and help us

out."

The Friends of Suwan

nee Springs have collect

ed an immense amount

of history relating to

Suwannee Springs. Nix

notes that in 1883, one of

the largest hotels in the

southern states at the

time was erected at

Suwannee Springs. It

was sprawled out on

over an acre of land and

had; 125 rooms. There

was a central courtyard,

fountains, and,.sub-trop

ical plants for vacation

ers to adore. Unfortu

nately, the structure

burned after just on<

year, leaving many to re

fleet what might.havi

been, had it remained.

Visit the Friends of
Suwannee Springs ofl

Facebook.
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Saving history
Movement to save

spring gaining momentum

By Jeffry Boatright property near the spring.By Jeffry Boatright property near the spring.

jeffry.boatright@gaflnews.com While Nix and Tomlinson

believe the cabins are sal-

A concerned group of vageable, Charlie Hauder,

friends on Facebook has assistant executive director

made it their mission to see for the SRWMD noted that a

that one of North Florida's University of Florida survey

most beloved landmarks has documented that while

and natural springs is pre- the cabins are interesting,

served. Friends of Suwan- the ability to restore them is

nee Springs (FOSS) has, so doubtful,

far, been an Internet Face-. Local resident Quinn

book community with 189 Leibfried recounts memo-

members as of Thursday ries of staying in the cabins

morning. According to at Suwannee Springs during

group organizers Janet Poli- her childhood. She can also

tano Nix of Jacksonville remember the bathhouse

and Bobbie Tomlinson of that was once a fixture at the

Jennings, their first meeting spring, but is now gone,

was held July 31 at Suwan- "We have a simple pas-

nee Springs off US 129 sion not to lose what we

North in Suwannee County, have there," Leibfried said,

allowing dozens of interest- Ultimately, FOSS would

ed supporters to learn more like to see Suwannee

about the history of the lo- Springs and the historic wall

cation. that partially surrounds it

Both ladies recall grow- placed on the National His-

ing up in Suwannee and tone Registry. -That within

Hamilton counties and now itself is quite an undertak-

enjoy the pleasant memo- ing, according to organizers

1 ries derived from the of FOSS.

quenching waters Suwan- The group's primary in-

nee Springs offered swim- terest is raising an aware-

mers of all ages, during the ness of the historical spring,

sultry summers of North Ultimately^ they would like
Florida. to see the wall preserved but

However, Nix and Tom- according to Hauder, even

linson both have become with adequate funding, re-

saddened by the current search would have to be

condition of the wall that conducted to ensure the

has for so long beensyn- wall's base and structure are

onymous with the spring. sound. Hauder added that
The FOSS group argues while the. state ^ owns^ the

there are too many memo- spring, if is technically, a
ries and the history is too Sovereign larid, belohgingl'to

rich to allow the historic the state and not specifically

place to further deteriorate.

Finding a solution to such

to SRWMD.

"With the right group of

a problem, however, is a partners it could be a great

great challenge, according asset for Suwannee Coun-

toNrx. ty," Hauder said. "We would

"There is no moneygto fix love it if a local group could

it with," she readily admits, adopt the property and help

"That is why we are think- us out."

ing outside of the box. Pri- The Friends of Suwannee

vate funding might be an Springs have collected an

option." immense amount of history

The Suwannee River Wa- relating to Suwannee

tef Management District Springs. Nix notes that in

currently owns the spring 1883, one of the largest ho-

and 125 acres of adjoining tels in.the southern states at

land. Two wood structured the time was erected at

cabins that are in excess of Suwannee Springs. It was

100 years old remain on the sprawled out on over an acre

i of land and had 125 rooms.

There was 'a central court

yard, fountains, and sub

tropical plants for vacation

ers to adore. Unfortunately,

the structure burned after

just one year, leaving many

to reflect what might have

been, had it remained.

Visit the Friends of

Suwannee Springs by find

ing them on Facebook.



Monticello N<

Hearings
On Aquifer
Protection,

Code
Enforcement

thatcountystafffailedto

advertise the hearings in

the newspaper as re-Hi
w-t-x

Protection Continued from Page 1

assurance that proce- ties for violations. indicated on Aug. 4 that at the head of the Wacissa sibly aimed at aquifer proposed, the ordinance
nmtoptinn Npstlp views mieht not withstand a

problem doesn't occur

again.

The code enforce

ment ordinance was sup

posed to undergo its final

hearing before adoption

on Thursday evening.

The ordinance has been

more than a year in the

tSTPONEMEMTS

LAZARO ALEMAN ... s

i ECB Publishing

Senior Staff Writer ' ,

Citizens expecting to

had the first of two re

quired hearing on July

the code enforcement and

nances on Thursday

evening, Aug. 18, will be

nances have been

rescheduled for Sept. 1

and 15 respectively.

Blame the reschedul

ing on a snafu, itself the

result of miscommunica-

tions and misunderstand

ing. The bottom lirie is

ates the position of a

code enforcement officer

and a seven-member code

enforcement board. It

also establishes proce

dures for the enforce

ment of regulations that

are found in some 16 state

and local codes, includ

ing the Florida Building

Code, the Florida Acces

sibility Code, and Florida

Fire Prevention Code;

and it establishes notifi

cation and hearing proce

dures for due process,

Please See Aquifer

PROTECTIONPage 3A

that it will do little to

change what is being

done presently; they say

it will merely fine-tune

the process and put some

teeth into enforcement

for those instances when

good will alone won't get

the job done. Critics say

the ordinance will lead to

aquifer protection ordi- quality of the water for
nance. possible use in its

At the same time, Madison uounry Doruing

Planning Attorney Scott operation.

ly targeting the water bot

tling industry. In a memo

. Specifically, the origi

nal version sought to reg-J
■iilo+a +ViQ pnncnmn+iup ugp

Shirley, who drafted the In its press statement

measure, said he was con- and subsequent state-

tinuine to work with the ments to the media,

(SRWMD) to

amiable and easygoing

culture.

tion ordinance largely

stems from the efforts of

Nestle Water North

America (NWNA) to

establish here a possible

resource site for its water

1 bottling operation.

Notwithstanding the

company's recent deci

sion to abandon its test

ing of the water at the

head of the Wacissa River

for possible bottling pur-

But Shirley said the

document would definite

ly be ready for the Aug. ia

hearing. He added that

just to be on the safe side,

he planned also to run the

ordinance past the

Northwest Florida Water

Management District

(NWFWMND)," to make

sure that the latter didn't

have a problem with the

measure.

NWNA , officially

announced the abandon

ment of its controversial

that did not meet the com

pany's strict selection cri

teria for a stable, sustain

able water supply.

The company, howev

er, did not absolutely rule

out Jefferson County as a

potential future source of

bottling water.

"I can't definitely say

we'll never come back to

Jefferson County," Nestle

Florida Natural Resource

Manager Kent r~

told the News.

Although tT

to a second planned hear

ing on the ordinance

(which hearing was can

celled at the last moment

and transportation of

water, powers granted

exclusively to water man

agement districts by state

arbitrary regulations and

did nothing to strengthen

groundwater protec

tion or encourage respon

sible , economic develop

ment. ■}:
"Additionally, these

regulations would not

apply to other water

users, such as brewers or

to regulate land-use activ- |

ities under its Land'

Development Code.

Still, the SRWMD

expressed concerns as

recent as last month,
which led to- the with

drawal of the ordinance

from the agenda at the

last minute on the sched-

said at the time. This latest rescheduling

It is such statements makes the third time that

pause and that led to the t
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Kicking Off The Great Suwainee
River Cleanup 2011

A Kickoff celebration for

the 2nd Great Suwannee Riv

er Cleanup will be held at

Ivey Memorial Park in Bran-

ford, Florida, on September

10th from 10 am until 2 pm.

There will be down-home

BBQ and great music provid

ed by the Celebration Band to

kick off this year's event.

The 2011 cleanup will oc

cur during a three-month win

dow from September through

November. There are 5 cleanups scheduled in September to

be conducted by Amigos Dive Center and the Ax Men, the

National Association for Cave Divers, Nestle Waters, Hous

ton's Crew, and the Missed Dinner Bell gang. If you're in

terested in joining a cleanup in September, go to the URL

listed below to find contact information for the group lead
ers.

Businesses, civic clubs, fishing and boating groups,

churches, government agencies, non-profits, chambers of

commerce, and groups of friends are all encouraged to par

ticipate. Go to the event map at http://tinyurl.com/3wadbd4

to determine your section based on mileposts and GPS coor

dinates. Then register your group, the date of your cleanup,

and your river section online at http://tinyurl.com/44d3obr.

Shortly after registration, your cleanup will appear oh the

event map.

Current Problems is available to assist you as you plan

your- cleanup and to provide supplies (grabbers, buckets,

trash bags, etc.). If you have questions or need assistance,

please contact Current Problems' Executive Director Fritzi

Olson at 352-264-6827 or e-mail her at aar@currentprob-

lems.org. Pete Butt is coordinating dive cleanups and can be
reached through Fritzi Olson.

If you can't participate but would still like to support this

effort, the partnership is looking for sponsors to help out

with expenses and will also gladly accept in-kind donations.

Call or e-mail Fritzi to learn more about sponsorship oppor

tunities.

This year's sponsors include American Rivers, Amigos

Dive Center, Branson Hardware, Coin & Jewelry Gallery,

Columbia County, Karst Environmental Services, Karst Pro

ductions, Normandeau Associates, Inc., The Ocean Conser

vancy, Plum Creek Foundation,1 and Suwannee County.
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The SRWMD reopens its Santa Fe Swamp tract following wildfire
Though charred trees and; thepublic August 11. • ' Florida Division of Forest™, fairiv m,ir-Wv «~ „-„„,,. «„„ „„ 1» ™__^-

open space are a reminder of

the wildfire that swept

rough the Santa Fe

Swamp, new plant growth

indicates the area is in re

covery.

Over the last few weeks,

District land managers and

workers with Florida Forest

Service (FFS) have worked

to rehabilitate fire lines and

make other repairs to pre

pare for the District's prop

erty within the swamp to re

open. The tract, located in

Alachua and Bradford coun

ties, officially reopened to

The District, which owns

5,708 acres within the

swamp, closed its portion of

the property after lightning

sparked a wildfire in early

June. The fire was declared

out by FFS on July 19.

"Before reopening the

tract, we wanted to ensure

that the hydrology and pub-

he access in recreational ar

eas were restored back to

conditions prior to the fire,"

said Edwin McGook, Dis

trict land management spe

cialist.,

The FFS, formerly the

Florida Division of Forestry, fairly quickly, fire crews fires on all District property,
worked around the clock to were successful in contain- Though the District con-
extinguish the fire., Fire- ing the blaze within the tinues to experience droughtextinguish the fire., Fire

fighters used aircraft to drop

fire retardant arid water from

the sky and used various

equipment to maintain burn

lines to contain the fire on

the ground.

"The best we can do

against a swamp fire is keep

it within the perimeter of the

swamp and let it burn out,"

said- Kurt Wisner, a

spokesperson for FFS.

With the exception of

only a few small escapes

which were extinguished

swamp. No personnel were

injured and no structures

were damaged, said Wisner.

According to GPS mea

surement of fire lines, 5,679

acres within the swamp

were burned. This number is

lower than earner reports

because GPS measurement

is more accurate than esti

mates reported during an in

cident, said Wisner.

In addition to reopening

the swamp, the District has

also lifted its ban on camp

tinues to experience drought

conditions, the ban was lift

ed based on the Keetch-

Byram drought index

(KBDI), which tracks soil

moisture content to evaluate

the risk of wildfires. As of

mid July those levels on

District lands fell within a

normal range.
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SRWMD reopens Santa Fe Swamp

Though charred trees and

open space are a reminder

of the wildfire that swept

through the Santa Fe Swamp,

new plant growth indicates

the area is in recovery.

Over the last few weeks, Su-

vvannee River Water Manage

ment District land managers and

workers with Florida Forest Ser

vice have worked to rehabilitate

fire lines and make other repairs

to prepare for the district's prop

erty within the svvamp.to reopen.

The tract, located in Alachua

and Bradford counties, officially

reopened to the public Aug. 11.

The district, which owns 5,708

acres.within the swamp, closed

its portion of the property after

lightning sparked a wildfire in

early June. The fire was declared

out by FFS on July 19.

"Before reopening the tract.

we wanted to ensure that the

hydrology and public access in

recreational areas were restored

back to conditions prior to the

fire," said Edwin McCook, dis

trict land management specialist.

The FFS, formerly the Florida

Division of forestry, worked

around the clock to extinguish

the fire. Firefighters used aircraft

to drop fire retardant and water

from the sky and used various

equipment to maintain burn lines

to contain the fire on the ground.

'The. best we can do against a

swamp fire is keep it within the

perimeter of the swamp and let

it burn out," said Kurt Wisner, a

spokesperson for FFS.

. With the exception of only a

few small escapes that were ex

tinguished fairly quickly, fire

crews were successful in contain

ing the blaze within the swamp.

No personnel were injured and

no structures were damaged, said

Wisner.

According to GPS measure

ment of fire lines, 5,679 acres

within the swamp were burned.

This number, is lower than earlier

reports because GPS measure

ment is more accurate than es

timates reported during an incf-

dent, said Wisner.

In addition to reopening the

swamp, the district has also lifted

its ban on camp fires bn all dis

trict property.

Though the district continues

to 6xperience drought condi

tions, the ban was lifted based

on the Keetch-Byram Drought

Index (KBDI), which tracks soil

moisture content to evaluate the

risk of wildfires. As of mid July

those levels on district lands fell

within a normal range.
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Hunting

Season To

Begin Soon

On SRWMD

Lands

.'■;>; .•:" ;; - If
i\ § Mt Cfflead Tract: ::J

u lo Use iHiblit dm iiig davligM horns

Jl S3 ij Lii ^ fiS

Mt G/fctfi/, part o/frte Muftffe

Aucilla WMA, provides hunting

opportunities in Jefferson,

Madison; ant/ Taylor counties.

Hunting will soon begin on

nearly 100,000 acres ofSuwannee

River Water Management

District-owned lands. Deer, hog,

turkey and small game hunting

is available on limited days from

September-March.

Hunting on these lands is

managed by the Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conservation

Commission as Wildlife

Management Areas (WMAs).

The following is a list of

areas available for hunting:

• Big Shoals: Hamilton

County

• Cypress Creek: Hamilton

County

• Holton Creek: Hamilton

County

• Little River: Suwannee

County

• Troy Springs: Lafayette

County

• Twin Rivers: Madison

County

• Mallory Swamp: Lafayette

County

• Steinhatchee Springs:

Lafayette, Dixie

and Taylor counties

• Lower Econfina: Taylor

County

• Middle Aucilla: Jefferson,

Madison

and Taylor counties

• Aucilla: Jefferson and

Taylor counties

• Log Landing: Dixie

County

• Devil's Hammock: Levy

County

• Santa Fe Swamp: Bradford

County

Holton Creek is a mobility

impaired hunting area. It is

closed to the public during hunt

dates, except to persons hiking

the Florida Trail.

Persons using WMAs are

required to have appropriate

licenses, permits and stamps.

For more information,

contact the Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conservation

Commission at 386.758.0525 or

visit the website at www.myfwc.

The SRWMD

Reopens

Santa Fe

Swamp Tract

Following

Wildfire
The Santa Fe Swamp

in August 2011 after a

wildfire swept through

most ofthe area.

Though charred trees and

open space are a reminder of

the wildfire that swept through

the Santa Fe Swamp, new plant

growth indicates the area is in

recovery.

Over the last few weeks,

District land managers and

workers with Florida Forest

Service (FFS) have worked to

rehabilitate fire lines and make

other repairs to prepare for the

District's property within the

swamp to reopen. The tract,

located in Alachua and Bradford

counties, officially reopened to

the public August 11.

The District, which owns

5,708 acres within the swamp,

closed its portion ofthe property

after lightning sparked a wildfire

in early June. The fire was

declared out by FFS on July 19.

"Before reopening the tract,

we wanted to ensure that the

hydrology and public access in

recreational areas were restored

back to conditions prior to the

fire," said Edwin McCook,

District land management

specialist.

The FFS, formerly the

Florida Division of Forestry,

worked around the clock to

extinguish the fire. Firefighters

used aircraft to drop fire

retardant and water from the sky

and used various equipment to

maintain bum lines to contain

the fire on the ground.

"The best we can do against

a swamp fire is keep it within the

perimeter of the swamp and let

it burn out," said Kurt Wisner, a

spokesperson for FFS.

With the exception of only

a few small escapes which were

extinguished fairly quickly,

fire crews were successful in

containing the blaze within the

swamp. No personnel were

injured and no structures were

damaged, said Wisner.

According to GPS

measurement offire lines, 5,679

acres within the swamp were

bumed. This number is lower

than earlier reports because GPS

measurement is more accurate

than estimates reported during

an incident, said Wisner.

In addition to reopening

the swamp, the District has also

lifted its ban on camp fires on all

District property.

Though' the District

continues to experience drought

conditions, the ban was lifted

based on the Keetch-Byram

drought index (KBDI), which

tracks soil moisture content to

evaluate the risk of wildfires.

As of mid-July those levels

on District lands fell within a

normal range.
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Hunting Season to Begin Soon on SRWMD Lands
Hunting will soon begin on nearly 100,000 acres of .

Suwannee River Water Management District-owned lands.

Deer, hog, turkey and small game hunting is available on

limited days from September-March.

Hunting on these lands is managed by the Florida

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as Wildlife

Management Areas (WMAs).

The following is a list of areas available for hunting:

• Big Shoals: Hamilton County

• Cypress Creek: Hamilton County

• Holton Creek: Hamilton County

1 Little River: Suwannee County

' Troy Springs: Lafayette County

■ Twin Rivers: Madison County

• Mallory Swamp: Lafayette County

1 Steinhatchee Springs: Lafayette, Dixie

and Taylor counties

• Lower Econfina: Taylor County

• Middle Aucilla: Jefferson, Madison

and Taylor counties

1 Aucilla: Jefferson and Taylor counties

• Log Landing: Dixie County

• Devil's Hammock: Levy County

• Santa Fe Swamp: Bradford County

Holton Creek is a mobility impaired hunting area. It is

closed to the public during hunt dates, except to persons

hiking the Florida Trail.

Persons using WMAs are required to have appropriate

licenses, permits and stamps.

For more information contact the Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation Commission at 386.758.0525 or visit

the website at www.myfwc.com.

The SRWMD Reopens its Santa Fe Swamp Tract Following Wildfire
Though charred trees and open spaces are a reminder of the wildfire that swept through

the Santa Fe Swamp, new plant growth indicates the area is in recovery.

Over the last few weeks, District land managers and workers with Florida Forest Service

(FFS) have worked to rehabilitate fire lines and make other repairs to prepare for the

District's property within the swamp to reopen. The tract, located in Alachua and Bradford

counties, officially reopened to the public August 11.

The District, which owns 5,708 acres within the swamp, closed its portion of the property

after lightning sparked a wildfire in early June. The fire was declared out by FFS on July 19.

"Before reopening the tract, we wanted to ensure that the hydrology and public access in

recreational areas were restored back to conditions prior to the fire," said Edwin McCook,

District land management specialist.

The FFS, formerly the Florida Division of Forestry, worked around the clock to extinguish

the fire. Firefighters used aircraft to drop fire retardant and water from the sky and used

various equipment to maintain burn lines to contain the fire on the ground.

"The best we can do against a swamp fire is keep it within the perimeter of the swamp and

let it burn out," said Kurt Wisner, a spokesperson for FFS.

With the exception of only a few small escapes which were extinguished fairly quickly,

fire crews were successful in containing the blaze within the P °

Santa Fe Swamp continuedfrompage 14 .

swamp. No personnel were injured and no structures were damaged, said Wisner.

According to GPS measurement of fire lines, 5,679 acres within the swamp were burned. This

number is lower than earlier reports because GPS measurement is more accurate than estimates

reported during an incident, said Wisner.

In addition to reopening the swamp, the District has also lifted its ban on camp fires on all

District property.

Though the District continues to experience drought conditions, the ban was lifted based on

the Keetch-Byram drought index (KBDI), which tracks soil moisture content to evaluate the risk

ofwildfires. As of mid July those levels on District lands fell within a normal range.
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Hunting Season To Begin Soon On SRWMD Lands
Hunting will soon

begin on nearly 100,000

acres of Suwannee

River Water

Management District-

owned lands. Deer, hog,

turkey and small game

hunting is available on

limited days from

September-March.

Hunting on these

lands is managed by the

Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation

Commission as Wildlife

Management Areas

(WMAs)."
The following is a

list of areas available

for hunting:

• Big Shoals: Hamilton

County

•Cypress Creek:

Hamilton County

•Holton Creek:

Hamilton County

•Little River:

Suwannee County

•Troy Springs:

Lafayette County

• Twin Rivers: Madison

County

•Mallory Swamp:

Lafayette County

•Steinhatchee Springs:

Lafayette, Dixie

and Taylor counties

•Lower ; Econfina:

Taylor County

•Middle Aucilla:

JeffeFson, Madison

and Taylor counties

•Aucilla: Jefferson and

Taylor counties

•Log Landing: Dixie

County

•Devil's Hammock:

Levy County

•Santa Fe Swamp:

Bradford County

Holton Creek is a

mobility impaired

hunting area. It is

closed to the public dur

ing hunt dates, except

to persons hiking the

Florida Trail.

■ Persons using

WMAs are required to

have appropriate licens

es, permits and stamps.

For more informa-.

tion contact the Florida

Fish and Wildlife

Conservation

Commission at

386.758.0525 or visit the

website at

www.myfwc.com.

Mt. Gllead, part of the Middle Aucilla WMA, provides hunting opportunities in

Jefferson, Madison and Taylor counties. ,
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COUNTY REAPS $9,000 PLUS
IN LIEU OF TAXES PAYMENTS

»LAZARd ALEMAN
ECB Publishing

^Senior Staff Writer
A representative of the

iSuwannee River Water

iManagement District (SRWMD)

(recently presented the Jefferson

County Commission with a check

for $9,223.41, the same amount as

last year.

George Cole, newly installed

on the SRWMD Board of

Directors, presented the check to

Clerk of Court Kirk Reams on

Thursday, Aug. 4, on behalf of .the
district.

Steve Minnis, SRWMD direc

tor of governmental affairs,

explained that the check came

compliments of the payment in

Please See TAXES Page 3A

Taxes
Continued from page 1
lieu of taxes (PILT) program.

Created by the Florida Legislature in 1999, the

aim of the PILT program is to lessen the impact of

revenue losses to rural counties when state-owned

lands are removed from the ad-valorem tax rolls.

"Since land owned by the district is tax exempt,

PELT funds offset the loss of tax revenue when the

district purchases property for flood control, water

quality, water supply and natural resource protec

tion," Minnis explained.

The legislation initially required that the dis

tricts make the PELT payments for a 10-year period

that was slated to end in 2009. Three or so years ago,

however, the Legislature amended the law so that

counties would continue to receive the funds until

their populations reached 150,000.

The change meant that the majority of counties

in the SRWMD saw increases in, their PELT revenues

in 2010, given that the taxes were reinstated for prop

erties that had earlier fallen off the program

because of the original 10-year cap.

Collectively, in fact, the 11 counties within the

SRWMD received combined PILT revenues of

$326,314 last year, compared with $177,012 the previ

ous year. For Jefferson County, the increase was

$9,192.52, from the $30.89 received in 2009 to the

$9,223.41 received last year and again this year.

The records show that the SRWMD owns a com

bined 5,762 acres in Jefferson County, which acreage

has a taxable value of $5,609,790 and would pay

about $90,675 in property taxes under the agricultur

al classification, or about 10 times more than the

PILT check.

The district uses the land for flood control,

water quality, water supply and natural resources

protection.
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Rainfall RemainsWlow Average During July
LAZARO ALEMAN

ECB Publishing

Senior Staff Writer

The average rainfall in the

Suwannee River Water Manage

ment District (SRWMD) during

month deficit increased to 7.8 months and 43.52 inches during
inches, with deficits of nearly 25 the last 12 months. ^
inches persisting in the Suwannee Madison County, meanwhile,
™h s^nta Fp basins. ' received 6.48 inches in July, corn-
inches persisting in the Suwannee

and Santa Fe basins.

The report sho^

County received 5.'

rainfall in July, compared wr11

age ofVw inches for the month. county received 10.59 inches of
Meanwhile, the average. 12- rainfall during the last three 2A

Please See RAINFALL Page

the last 12 months.
River flows along the Suwannee

River improved modestly in July, fol
lowing the record-breaking low flows

in June, but the Aucilla, Econfina,

Fenholloway and Steinhatchee rivers

remained below normal or extremely
low Lake levels, meanwhile,
remained generally stable, if below
their long-term historic averages.

The report indicates that, on aver

age, groundwater levels dropped 3.5

inches.
"Average conditions across tne

district, compared to the historic July
data, fell to the 15th percentile, making
July the fifth consecutive month with
conditions below the 25th percentile
(based on records beginning no earli

er than 1978)," the report states.
The U.S. Geological Survey cate

gorizes the Suwannee River and its
tributaries as being in moderate

severe hydrologic drought, and other
basins in the district as being below

normal.
The SRWMD continues its phase-

one Water shortage advisory; urging
voluntary reduction of water con

sumption. It reminds homeowners

and others whose water use the dis
trict doesn't regulate via a permit
that they are required to limit land
scape irrigation to two days per week
between March and October.

The district compiles the hydro-
logic conditions report using water

'resource data collected from radar-
derived rainfall estimates, groundwa
ter and surface water levels, and river
flows, among other variables.

The district encompasses all or

parts of 15 counties in north-central
Florida, including Madison County
and the eastern half of Jefferson

Cdunty.
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Farm could
help offset
untreated
pollutants

By MARK SCOHIER

news2@chieflandcitizen.coin

Chiefland Citizen

Hugh Thomas, a spokesperson for the cover the $400,000 cost to pipe the water to the

Suwannee River Partnership, told a group of farm.

about 40 concerned citizens and representatives A sprayfield is our only alternative at this

from various agencies at a Fanning and Manatee point," Thomas said.

Springs Working Group meeting that the owner „ SPRINGS 15A

of Simpson Farm, Douglas E. Simpson, was

considering taking re-use water as an added

measure to reduce nitrates not eliminated byjthe

Town of Fanning Springs' proposed wastewater

treatment plant.

Thomas said Simpson wasn't fully committed

to the idea yet. "It's kind of in a holding pattern

right now."

But if the deal goes through, Simpson would

use the water to irrigate and fertilize some of the

crops grown on his 400-acre operation near

Trenton. Thomas said Simpson's farm was cho-
(■on V\Oj""inc'o e~tf flio omi-Mint1 *~%f r»f*rt«o Via trrrwircf tna

farm's irrigation capabilities and, most impor-

proposed for the Town of Fanning Springs, area ,
official* nnH n.nr»c»n.of j . Thomas said the Suwannee River Water
ornciais and representatives said at a meeting w ♦ rv < i j a
last week Management District has already signed on to

SPRINGS
Continuedfrom 1A

The wastewater treatment

plant, to be built next year, is

about two miles from the spring

sprayfield to help neutralize

some of the nitrates coming out

;of the system, according to the

•working group's coordinator

a secondary wastewater facility,

such as the one proposed for

Fanning, is at 10 milligrams per

liter, according to Lippincott.

Advanced wastewater facilities

show levels at about 3 milligrams

option by SRWMD to construct

an advanced system, she said.

But it chose the secondary sys

tem because state standards only

though stating the proposed

wastewater treatment plant

more than 10 milligrams per

liter, which is strange, she said,

Syndrome. The pollutants also

encourage plant smothering

algae growth and are toxic to cer

tain species of fish, frogs and

insects. She said scientists are

even doing studies because of a

els could be linked to cancer.

All the more reason to pump

some of the nitrate-laden water to

a farm, according to Thomas. It

will hein rpHnrp nitrates hf snirl

by allowing the roots of crops to

use it as sustenance. Although,

tal scientist with Wetland

Solutions Inc., said systems

using sprayfields definitely have

an impact on water quality.

"The wastewater treatment

plant, most likely, will be a big
Jmrti-.ujrtmi.iii But vwil] it Kn

enough?" he said.

Knight, after presenting data

on sprayfileds from wells in the

Santa Fe River basin, said,

"Advanced wastewater treatment

is definitely preferable."

And though many stated the

nitrates in Fanning are both

organic and inorganic, meaning

that they come from manmade

fertilizers and waste.

The biggest contributer of

nitrates in the Suwannee Basin's
nrniinrlur'itor of AA TM^rr&nt ic

row crops, he said. Improved

crops account for about 28 per

cent. There's also an estimated

5,400 dairy cows in the basin,

which dumn about 621 tons of

nitrogen into the springshed each

year.

tanks, said there is concern that for surface water' such as whats
the facility's technology is out- "» area sPnn^s and nvers-
dated and will not do enough to Fanmng Spnngs, at 5 mil-

curb the already-high levels of ugrams Per Uter> has me UZhest
jimaio in i aiming opi ingn, espe

cially given the sensitive nature

of the areas topography.

"This was state-of-the-art in

the 1970s," she said. The average

nifrafia pffliipnt in u/ntpr H**»!it*»H at

springs the Florida Department

of Environmental Protection

monitors. Lippincott said elevat

ed nitrates have been shown to be

responsible for Blue Baby

some point or are contained in a Fanning Springs because of its Facility, which, though untested,

shell, such as peanuts. elimination of septic tanks, may also be affecting nitrate lev-

The plan will also decrease FDEP Florida Geological Survey els at Fanning. Last year,

the amount of water Simpson scientist Tom Greenhalgh said Greenhalgh led a field trip to the

another issue affecting the health

of the springs. Problems stem

ming from nitrates are amplified

when water flow is reduced.

Scott Knight, an environmen-

tanks in the town contribute to field's proximity to several geo

nitrates in the springs, logical features that lead directly

Greenhalgh, giving a presenta- into groundwater. A dye trace for

tion on the source of nitrates, the area was proposed, but fund-

said chemical analysis shows that ing ran out.
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Hunting season to begin

soon on SRWMD lands

Hunting will soon begiribin
nearly 100,000 acres of

Suwannee River Water Ma#
agement District-owned

lands. Deer, hog, turkey and

small game hunting is avail

able on limited days from

September-March.

Hunting on these lands is

managed by the Florida

Fish and Wildlife Conserva

tion Commission as Wildlife

Management Areas

(WMAs).

The following is a list of ar

eas available for hunting:

• Big Shoals: Hamilton

County

• Cypress Creek: Hamilton

County

• Holton Creek: Hamilton

County

• Little River: Suwannee

County

• Troy Springs: Lafayette

County

• Twin Rivers: Madison

County

• Mallory Swamp: Lafayette

County ^

• Steinhatchee Springs: ,^
Lafayette, Dixie

and TayldV counties
• Lower Econfina: Taylor

County

• Middle Aucilla: Jefferson,

Madison and Taylor coun

ties

• Aucilla: Jefferson and Tay

lor counties

• Log Landing: Dixie County

• Devil's Hammock: Levy

County

• Santa Fe Swamp: Bradford

County , _

Holton Creekis a mobility

impaired hunting area. It is

closed to the public during

hunt dates, except to per

sons hiking the Florida

Trail. Persons using WMAs

are required to have appro

priate licenses, permits and

stamps. For more informa

tion contact the Florida

Fish and Wildlife Conserva

tion Commission at

386.758.0525 or visit the web

site at www.myfwc.com.



WATERMANAGEMENT

Florida will

slash $700M

from budget
Alachua County is part of

two districts that will lose a

combined $44.9 million
By Lloyd Dunkelberger

Tallahassee bureau

TALLAHASSEE— Signaling a fundamental

shift in the role of the state's water management

districts, Gov. Rick Scott's administration on

Wednesday announced its approval of more than

$700 million in spending cuts for the five districts

tasked with protecting and controlling Florida's

water resources.

Scott said the new budgets, which will be

formally adopted by the districts next month,

reflect his overall goal to refocus government

agencies on their core missions.

For the water management districts, Scott said

that means an emphasis on protecting water

supplies, water quality and Floridians from

floodwaters.

In a statement, Scott said the more austere

district budgets "are just the first steps in ensur^

ing that Florida's precious water resources are

protected and managed in the most fiscally

responsible way possible."

The Suwannee River and the St. Johns Riverwa

ter management districts both include parts of

Alachua County. Northern and western Alachua

County is in the Suwannee district. Eastern and

most of southernAlachua County is in the St.

Johns district.

The St. Johns River district plans cuts of $35.5

million that would leave its budget at $209.3

million. It plans to lay off 130 employees and 56

contract workers.

The Suwannee River district would be left with

a $56.5 million budget after 9.4 million in cuts,

including elimination of five positions that would

WATER DISTRICTS on Page 4A
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WATER DtSTfUOTS: Will hold budget hearings
Continuedfrom 1A

reduce its staffing to 63.

Some environmental groups

decried the cuts—which

include a $210 million cut in

local property taxes— as a

major step in diminishing the

role of the five water manage

ment districts.

"This effort to put lipstick on a

pig is grotesque," said Charles

Lee, a longtime lobbyist for

Florida Audubon. "These

districts are now burning

through available reserves and

will survive only about two

years before a njuch more

massive series of cuts —tanta

mount to extinguishing most

agency functions —will occur."

Lee said the "core mission"

being pushed by Scott amount

ed to "essentially 'do little, if

anything.'"

Herschel Vinyard, secretary of

the Department of Environ

mental Protection, which

worked with the districts in

developing the new 2011-12

budgets, defended the spending

reductions as a way to bring

more efficiency to the districts

while at the same time continu

ing to develop and protect water

supplies.

Vinyard noted the districts are

still spending more than $1
billion on their programs,

which range from projects

related to protecting the springs

and rivers of North Central

Florida and the restoration of

the Everglades in South Florida

to creating more water supplies

in the Tampa Bay region.

"We're looking for projects

that give the environment the

most bang for the buck,"

Vinyard said.

To achieve the savings, the

districts—under the direction

of the DEP—have made a

-number of significant policy

changes, including a decision

not to borrow any money for

water-related projects. "Now is

not the time to take on any new

debt," Vinyard said.

The districts have also halted

new land-buying projects,

although theywill be allowed to

continue ongoing projects.

Vinyard said the land purchases

maybe renewed after the state

develops new standards "on

why and whenwe buy land."

The water districts will hold

hearings before submitting

final budgets to Scott and the

Legislative Budget Commission

for approval.



SRWMD reopens Owens Spring
Tract following timber harvesting
LIVE OAK, FL, Au

gust 18/ 2011 - The

Suwannee River Water

Management District

(District) on August 12

reopened its Owens

Spring Tract after the

completion of timber

harvestirig operations.
The property had been

closed to public access

since January.

Workers harvested 163

acres of timber in two

operations - a pine tim

ber harvest operation

and a hardwobd re

moval. The goal was to,

thin the pines to encour

age the growth of native

groundcover. Long term

goals for the area are to

restore the forest back to

its natural state and con

dition.

The District conducts

various land manage

ment activities on its

conservation lands such

as timber harvesting,

prescribed burning and

tree planting for the pur

pose of meeting mainte

nance or restoration

goals as directed by

Florida statutes. During

such activities, public ac

cess to District lands

may be limited.

The Owens Spring

Tract is a 474-acre prop

erty in eastern Lafayette

County. It is open to the

public for wildlife view

ing, fishing, hiking, bicy

cling and horseback rid
ing.

For more information

about recreational op

portunities on District

lands visit www.my-

suwanneeriver.com/rec

reation.
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Cuts would mean loss of

5 positions at SRWMD

By BILL KACZOR

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Gov.

Rick Scott praised Florida's

five water management

districts on Wednesday

for submitting tentative

budgets that would slash

their spending by more

than $700 .million, or 40

percent, in response to his

prodding. (I
The Republican gover

nor made ■ cutting water

management, spending

a top priority upon tak

ing office jn January. He

said the pending reduc

tions "arejjjust the first,
steps in ensuring that

Florida's precious water

resources* are protected

and managed in the most

fiscally responsible way

possible."

Scott requested, and

the GOP-controlled

Legislature approved, a

$210 million annual reduc

tion in property taxes lev

ied by four of the five

districts. The Northwest

Florida district's taxes

are already capped at

a rate much lower than

the others and were not

reduced* ■

The budget propos

als, though, won praise

from Florida Everglades

Foundation CEO Kirk

Fordham, a frequent critic

of environmental spend

ing,aits. Fordham said he

was pleasantly surprised

because he doesn't believe

the reductions .will jeop

ardize Everglades restora

tion. V .;-,
The cuts'would, though,

result in hundreds of

employees being laid off,
reduce salaries and ben

efits for those who remain

and cancel plans for land

purchases and borrowing.

The districts will hold

hearings before sub

mitting final budgets to

Scott and the Legislative

Budget Commission fox

approval. ■ •: , .;

The Suwannee River dis-,

trict would be left with a

$56.5 million budget after

$9.4 million in cuts includ

ing elimination of five posi

tions that would reduce its

staffing to 63.

Iii letters to the districts,

Scott called for-additional

cuts of only $2.4 million

including deferred com

pensation payments. Scott

also asked for more reduc

tions in salaries and ben

efits. .' .■■
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■ - ANTONIA ROBINSON/ Lake City Reporter

Reoresentatives of Columbia County The Ichetucknee Partnership, Rotary Club of Lake City and the Wildlife . ;■*
SSonSR^dSSTa new information kiosk at/Mligator Lake Park about.the Ichetu^^^
Tuesday.

Kiosk will help educate public on

importance of -fresh water supply.

By ANTONIA ROBINSON
arbbinson@lakecityr'epqrter.com-

by the Rot^y Club of Laxity to the park wfflseefee uiformabon
and the Stiwaiii^ Ri^Water "and s^rtcomiectmg^edots.

M fManagement District

morning.

There are a lot of challenges

Ichetucknee Partnership coofdi- springshed and knowwhat tiiey have
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INVITATION TO BID

SRWMD TEST WELL

TOWN OF OTTER CREEK,

FLORIDA

Sealed BIDS will be

received by the Town of

Otter Creek, Florida at the

office of the Town Clerk

until 2:00 p.m. local time

on September 14, 2011, at

which time and place they

will be publicly opened and

read aloud.

The work consists of

furnishing all labor, materials,

equipment, incidentals and

taxes to furnish and install

a 6" diameter raw water test

well including water quality

testing and all associated

work.

The CONTRACT

DOCUMENTS may be

examined at the following

locations: Otter Creek Town

Hall, 555 SW 2nd Avenue,

Otter Creek, Florida 32683,

(352) 486-4766, and

Mittauer & Associates, Inc.,

Consulting Engineers, 580-

1 Wells Road, Orange Park,

Florida 32073, (904) 278-

0030.

Copies of the CONTRACT

DOCUMENTS may be

obtained at the offices of

Mittauer & Associates,

Inc., (904) 278-0030 upon

payment of a non-refundable

charge of $50.00 for each

set. Only complete sets of

plans and specifications will

be distributed.

The Owner reserves the

right to waive technical

errors and informalities and

to reject any or all bids.

Pub.: August 25, 2011.
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SRWMD reopens Owens Spfmg
Tract following timber harvesting
LIVE OAJC, FL, August 17,2Q11 -

The Suwannee River Water Man

agement District (District) on Au

gust 12 reopened its Owens Spring

Tract after the completion of timber

harvesting operations. The proper

ty had been closed to public access

since January.

Workers harvested 163 acres of

timber in two operations-a pine

timber harvest operation and a

hardwood removal. The goal was.

to thin the pines to encourage the

growth of native groundcdver.

Long term goals for the area are to

restore die forestback to its natural

state and condition.

The District conducts various

land management activities pn its

conservation lands such as timber

harvesting, prescribed burning and

tree planting for the purpose of

meeting maintenance or restoration

goals as directed by Florida

statutes. During such activities,

public access to District lands may

be limited. " ,

The Owens Spring Tract is a 474-

acre property in eastern Lafayette

Cotinty. It is open t& the public for

wildlife viewing, fishing, hiking, bi

cycling and horseback riding.

For more information about

recreatibnal opportunities on Dis

trict lands visit www.mysuwan-

neeriver.com/recreation.

Owens Spring Tract
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Fla. water districts cut proposed budgets $700M
By Bill Kaczor

The Associated Press

Gov. Rick Scott praised

Florida's five water manage

ment districts on Wednesday

for submitting tentative bud

gets that would slash their

spending by more than $700
million, or 40 percent, in

response to his prodding.

The Republican governor

made cutting water manage

ment spending a top priority

upon taking office in January.

He said the pending reduc

tions "are just the first steps

in ensuring that Florida's

precious water.resources

are protected and managed

in the most fiscally respon

sible way possible."

Reaction from environmen

talists was split.

Audubon of Florida exec

utive director Eric Draper

said the cuts will reduce

vital protection for wetlands,

springs, rivers and other

water resources threatened

by pollution, drought and

overuse.

"How can you solve those

problems without money?"

Draper asked. "We need agen

cies focused on how to keep

those healthy or else we are

going to lose them."

Draper said this is designed

mainly to let politicians boast

that they've cut taxes.

Scott requested, and the

GOP-controlled Legislature

approved, a $210 million annu
al reduction in property taxes

levied by four of the five dis
tricts. The Northwest Florida

district's taxes are already

capped at a rate much lower

than the others and were not

reduced.

The budget proposals,

though, won praise from Flor

ida Everglades Foundation

CEO Kirk Fordham, a fre

quent critic of environmental

spending cuts. Fordham said

he was pleasantly surprised

because he doesn't believe

the reductions will jeopardize

Everglades restoration.

The cuts would, though,

result in hundreds of employ

ees being laid off, reduce sal

aries and benefits for those

who remain and cancel plans

for land purchases and bor

rowing.

The districts will hold hear

ings before submitting final

budgets to Scott and the Leg

islative Budget Commission

for approval.

In letters to the districts,

Scott called for additional cuts

of only $2.4 million including
deferred compensation pay

ments. Scott also asked for

more reductions in salaries

and benefits.

The combined water man

agement budgets would still

spend more than $1 billion in
the fiscal year beginning Oct.

1 even after the cuts.
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Water management cuts

would save $700 million
Scott sought cuts for property tax

reductions; hundreds of layoffs loom

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE I Florida's

five water management

districts have submitted

tentative budgets that

would slash their spending

by more than $700 million,

or 40 percent.

Gov. Rick Scott had majde
cutting water management

spending a top priority

upon taking office in Janu

ary. He said Wednesday

the pending reductions

"are just the first steps in

ensuring that Florida's pre

cious water resources are

protected and managed in

the most fiscally respon

sible way possible."

Continued from B-l

duce salaries and benefits

for those who remain and

cancel plans for land pur

chases and borrowing.

The districts will hold

hearings before submit

ting final budgets to Scott

and the Legislative Budget

Commission for approval.

In letters to the districts,

Scott called for additional

cuts of $2.4 million includ

ing deferred compensation

payments. Scott also asked

for. ; more reductions in

salaries and benefits.

The St. Johns River

district plans cuts of $35.5

million that would leave its

budget at $209.3 million. It

Reaction from environ

mentalists was split.

Audubon of Florida

executive director Eric

Draper said the cuts will

reduce vital protection for

wetlands, springs, rivers

and other water resources

threatened by pollution,

drought and overuse.

"How canyou solve those

problems without money?"

Draper asked. "We need

agencies focused on how to

keep those healthy or else

we are going to lose them."

Draper said this is de

signed mainly to let politi

cians boast that they've cut

taxes.

Scott requested, and

plans to lay off 130 employ

ees and 56 contract work

ers. Scott told St. Johns dis

trict officials Wednesday

to cut payrolls and other

benefits by $576,000.

The combined water

management budgets

would still spend more

than $1 billion in the fiscal
year beginning Oct. 1 even

after the cuts.

"We're looking for proj

ects to give the environ

ment the most bang for the

buck," said Department of

Environmental Protection

Secretary Herschel Vin-

yard.

Vinyard said the dis

tricts are abiding by Scott's

directive to focus on their

core missions ofwater sup

ply, flood protection, water

the GOP-controlled Leg

islature approved, a $210

million annual reduction

in property taxes levied

by four ofthe five districts.

The Northwest Florida

district's taxes are already

capped at a rate much

lower than the others and

were not reduced.

The budget proposals,

though, won praise from

Florida Everglades Foun

dation CEO Kirk Fordham,

a frequent critic of envi

ronmental spending cuts.

Fordham said he was pleas

antly surprised because he

doesn't believe the reduc

tions will jeopardize Ever

glades restoration.

The cuts would, though,

result in hundreds of em

ployees being laid off, re-

CUTS continues on B-8

quality and natural system

protection.

The South Florida dis

trict still has the largest

proposed budget of $557.1

million after cutting $519

million. That includes a

$128 million, or 32.2 per

cent, reduction in prop

erty tax revenues. The

district proposes savings

that include shedding 270

jobs, reducing benefits to

match those of other state

agencies and eliminating

contracts, flight opera

tions and other expenses

considered non-critical. It

plans to save $194.2 mil

lion by cutting land acqui

sition.

Times-Union writer Steve Patterson

contributed to this report.
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SRWMD faces standardized

reserve ruling from Gov. Scott
Florida Gov. Rick Scott more than $700 million. ' represents a 17 percent reduction

announced Wednesday __ his _ The remaining _ combined over.last years; budget and Us

Water Management District's $1 billion, a three percent reduction over
(SRWMD) tentative budget, "The core mission ofFlorida's last year's millage rate, officials

affecting its operating reserve water management districts is: said. ™wwn *■«>
in an effort to standardize water supply, flood protection, According to SRWMD staff

. . . , hi.. a notiifdi th^ npw hndtret reflects the

; , .. said Wednesday. 'Today'I'm with no increase in full-time

The ' SRWMD governing pleased to announce that the equivalent staff positions

tentative
budget in July, but job of refocusing their Efforts will continue its work removmg

partTthVbudget of each water 20U-12 budget proposals;1 flows and levels in the nver
Sagement district. Among the ways Vinyard and nearby springs We ve go

Scott and Florida Department said they had found sayings was to protect the health of our

of Environmental Protection to reduce taking on debt. - spnngs,J^^-
„ tt u-i »\U,,, ir nnt thff rime fn taVfi In '

sjssi5r* ^
tentative budgets reflected a are in place."
year-over-year reduction of SRWMD's tentative budget

,.* please see page 3

Scott wants reserves representing

two months of operating expenses

bHWMU

Continued from page 1

staff efficiencies by reducing board will hold two public
staff leyels m ^ current hearings (Sept. 13 and Sept. 27)

budget." before me bud§et aDd millage

of salary reductions.

In his letter to SRWMD

Chair Don Quincey Jr., Scott

said, "I want to note that I

appreciate the governing board

and its staff for cooperating

with the department in finding

efficiencies and savings, thus

enabling the submission of your

district's fiscal year 2011-12

tentative budget at a savings of

$9.4 million.

"Your submission included

the reduction of $4.4 million in

land acquisition, $144,000 in

salary and benefits and $51,000

which will no longer be used to

buy out excess employee leave,"

Scott said.

"I also appreciate the

governing board's past practice

in maintaining the same staffing

levels for 22 consecutive years

and the the governing board's

strengthened commitment to

the amount of $1,240,000.

"Inresponseto inconsistencies

among the districts, I have set

a consistent operating cap, of

16.5 percent (representing two

months of operating expenses),"

Scott said in his letter.

The SRWMD governing

CR 49. The final budget and

millage rate will be adopted at

the Sept. 27 hearing.

The public is invited and

encouraged to attend.

For more information call

800-226-1066 (Florida only) or

386-362-1001.
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Legislation to tax bottled water resurfaces
Bill faces opposition from bottlers,

business groups, anti-tax senators

By Michael Peltier

Newsservice of Florida

TALLAHASSEE I A proposal

to tax bottled water was

filed Monday in the Flor

ida Senate, re-igniting a

water war that has pitted

Sen. Evelyn Lynn against

bottlers and business

groups.

Lynn's bill (SB 118) is

identical to a bill she filed

last year that failed to get a
committee hearing.

Giyen $700 million

in budget cuts to water

management districts and

other cuts to statewide

water quality programs,

Lynn, R-Ormond Beach,

said providing a source

of money to pay for miti

gating the environmental

damage caused by dis

carded bottles may find

more sympathy.

"This would be an ef

fective way to set aside

money for environmental

cleanup/' Lynn told the

News Service of Florida

on Monday.

But opposition is ex

pected to be fierce as Lynn

battles bottlers like Nestle

North American Waters

and business groups that

rely upon bottled water

sales for a growing part of

their businesses.

She will also face an

uphill fight against leaders

in her own chamber, who

have taken an ardent anti-

tax stance.

"Florida's bottled water

industry generates mil

lions pf dollars in revenue

for local communities and

any efforts to penalize

Florida's bottled water

consumers will ultimately

drive business to neigh

boring states where-it

is not taxed," said Ryan

Duffy, a Nestle spokes

man. "The industry sup

ports 8,800 jobs in Florida

while utilizing less than

0.1 percent of all water us

age in the state."

The bill would levy a 6

percent surcharge on the

sale of bottled water in

containers under a gallon

size.

The money would be de

posited in the Ecosystem

Management and Restora

tion Trust Fund.

Americans use 2.5 mil

lion plastic bottles an

hour, making the bottled

water industry a $7.7 bil

lion market in the United

States alone, according to

some: industry estimates.

If recycled, bottles save

energy, but uncollected

containers have become

increasingly targeted by

recycling groups and have

been banned in some mu

nicipalities.

Past efforts to bring a

surcharge to Florida have

been opposed by bottling

companies, convenience

stores and the national

groups representing

vendors, including the

National Automatic Mer

chandising Association

and their state affiliate.


