
“What will your
communities look
like in 2020?” is the
question being
posed by the District
to each county within
its boundaries during

a series of
forums co-
hosted by
the District
and area
Chambers of 
Commerce.

The focus
of the lunch-
eon presen-
tations is on
building
community
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Celebrating AArbor DDay

DISTRICT EMPLOYEES
Chris Benson and Brian
Kauffman (upper left)
gave a helping hand to
Lee Elementary School
students who celebrated
Arbor Day by planting 24
live oak trees around the
campus. Benson drove
the heavy machinery
used to dig the holes
and Kauffman spoke to
the students about the
importance of trees to
the environment.

The District will reopen
the Mallory Swamp ATV
Trail to the public on
Saturday, April 8, 2006,
but will
continue
its ban on
ATV riding
in the
Alapaha
riverbed
and along its banks.

Last year the District
opened 38 miles of
marked trails in Mallory
Swamp to ATV use until
the start of hunting season.

The area will reopen to
riders at the end of spring
turkey season. The trail
will remain open during

the summer
and will close
again on
September 17,
the Sunday
before archery
season opens

in Mallory Swamp.
Meanwhile, the District

has issued a ban on the
use of ATVs and other
vehicles in the Alapaha
riverbed and along its

banks.
Citing a Department of

Environmental Protection
report describing ecological
damage associated with
vehicle use in the dry
riverbed and on its banks,
the District governing board
in 2004 adopted a rule
banning such use and later
amended the rule in 2005.

Warning signs will be
posted at strategic points
along the river and viola-
tors will be cited by law
enforcement officers.

District bans ATV use on Alapaha;
will open Mallory Swamp to riders in April

ATV Trail Map
Available

To receive a free copy of
this Mallory Swamp

brochure and trail map,
call 386.362.1001
or 800.226.1066

(FL toll free)
or download a copy at

www.mysuwanneeriver.com

Executive Director
Jerry Scarborough

and Governing
Board Member
Georgia Jones 

address Suwannee
County audience.

(Photos courtesy 
of Vanessa Fultz,

Suwannee Democrat)

District helps counties grapple with growth

and Hamilton counties.
Each month the District

will visit a different county
to outline its intent to
provide much-needed
technical and financial
assistance through
Quality Communities and
other programs.      

relationships and
how the District
can help local
governments and
the business 
community
address the many
challenges that
will come with
future growth.

Among those challenges
are jobs and the econo-
my, infrastructure, servic-
es, transportation, regula-
tory permitting, and bal-
ancing the environment
with a strong economy.

The first two forums
were held in January and
February in Suwannee 

Hamilton County luncheon



Congratulations to
Suwannee County
farmers McArthur
and Valua Linton,
third-place winners
in the national Lloyd
Wright Black Small
Farmer competition
sponsored by the
USDA Natural
Resources
Conservation Service. 

The Lintons were
honored for excel-
lence in conservation on their farm. 

In this 2004 photo, the couple is shown receiving an
award from Florida Agriculture Commissioner Charles
Bronson (center) and Florida Farm Bureau President
Carl Loop for their participation in the Suwannee River
Partnership CARES (County Alliance for Responsible
Environmental Stewardship) program.
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Suwannee River Wilderness Trail

Woods Ferry river camp opens; Holton Creek nearly complete
Construction

of the first of
five planned river camps
on the Suwannee River
Wilderness Trail is now
complete and Woods
Ferry in Suwannee County
is open for business.

The five screened-in
sleeping platforms are
16’x16’ and will accommo-
date eight campers.

The platforms are more
rustic than the new fully-
furnished cabins at the
state parks, but each has
a ceiling fan, electrical
outlets, picnic table, grill
and fire ring. 

In addition, the river
camp has a restroom with
hot-water showers and a
picnic pavilion suitable for

group use.
An on-site campground

host will manage the
facilities and be available
to assist campers as
needed.

Access to the camps is
by river only (canoe,

boat or kayak).
At Woods
Ferry, a 600-
foot ramp and
boardwalk 
provide ADA
access from
the river,
although sever-
al steps must
be negotiated

when the river level is
very low.

The next river camp
scheduled for completion
is located at Holton
Creek, and it should be
ready by spring.

Dowling Park, Luraville
and Adams Tract round
out the list of sites for
phase one of the project.

The estimated cost to
the District for each river
camp is $725,000.

Employee Profile:
Berry Shafii

If a picture is worth a thousand
words, Berry Shafii’s artwork
speaks volumes about the beauty 

of the Suwannee River region.
His finely detailed hawks, eagles, blue heron

and bass have adorned District T-shirts, and 
his illustrations have graced the pages and 
covers of numerous District publications.

On his office wall are plaques presented to
Berry by the Original Florida Tourism Task Force
and the Town of White Springs in appreciation 
for his help in developing a tourism guide and a 
historic walking tour map and brochure. His work
has also been featured at local art shows.

Yet after 18 years, Berry has answered the
District’s call to put his talents to work in a very
different capacity, as a GIS (geographic informa-
tion systems) graphics specialist. 

He has mastered ArcView and other computer
technologies that once were foreign to him, and
now says he enjoys the challenge of transform-
ing detailed data layers into attractive, user-
friendly maps for a wide range of District and
community projects.

Always positive, professional and service-
oriented in his dealings with the public and his 
co-workers, Berry is an asset to the District.

Ryan
Smith
joins the
District as
an Environ-
mental

Specialist in the Water
Resources Department.

Ryan graduated from
Florida State University
with a Bachelor of
Science degree in
Environmental Studies.

After graduation in
2002 he worked for
Handex Environmental,
Inc., and WRS Infra-
structure and Environ-
ment in Tallahassee. 

Steve
Minnis,
Senior
Resource
Develop-
ment
Coord-

inator, is responsible for
coordinating and imple-
menting the District’s
alternative water supply
projects. 

Steve graduated from
the University of Akron
with a Bachelor's degree
in Political Science/
Criminal Justice and a
Master's Degree in
Urban Studies/Public
Administration.

ADA-accessible ramp and boardwalk at Woods Ferry river camp
on the Suwannee River Wilderness Trail.

CARES farmers receive national
award for stewardship

News briefs
Saddling Up For
Equestrian Center
The District is moving
ahead with plans to
acquire 2,481 acres in
Lafayette County for an
equestrian center.

Starke Library
Groundbreaking

Governing board mem-
bers and staff attended a
groundbreaking ceremony
for the new Bradford
County Library in Starke.

The District assisted
with land acquisition and
engineering design for
the project.

FWC adopts new no-wake rule for flooded rivers
Law becomes official March 16, 2006

On the Santa Fe, the
rule will go into effect
when the Three Rivers
gauge reaches 17 ft. (32

miles, from the Santa Fe
River Rise to the conflu-
ence of the Suwannee
and Santa Fe rivers).

The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) has
adopted a new no-wake
rule for the Suwannee and
Santa Fe rivers during
flood events.

The idle-speed, no-wake
restriction for boaters will
automatically go into effect
on the Suwannee when the
river level is at or above: 
· 47 ft. at the Ellaville

gauge (39 miles, from US
90 to SR 51); 
· 26 ft. at the Branford

gauge (18 miles, from SR
51 to Little River Springs);
· 24 ft. at the Branford

gauge (23 miles, from
Little River Springs to CR
340 Bridge);
· 9 ft. at Wilcox gauge 

(51 miles, from CR 340 to
Fowlers Bluff).

Governor Bush has
reappointed two Columbia
County residents to the
District governing board,
pending Senate approval.

Georgia
C. Jones,
of Lake
City, will
serve as
an at-large

member. She is chief
credit officer at First
Federal Savings Bank.

Oliver J. “O.J.” Lake,
also of
Lake City,
will repre-
sent the
Upper
Suwannee
River Basin.

Lake is the security
manager for Lake &
Associates Security, Inc.

Both have served on
the board since 2001.

Their terms will expire
March 1, 2010.

Governor reappoints 2 to board
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