
John Kruce
is a Water-Use
Specialist, with
a Bachelor’s
degree in

Agriculture from the
University of Florida.

For the past 12 years,
John has been a Senior
Planner/Senior Environ-
mental Specialist with Lake
County Board of County
Commissioners.

His background includes
mining, environmental
assessments, petroleum
storage tanks, groundwater
and surface water issues,
and DRI's (developments of
regional impacts).

20,000 acres of District
lands that run along the
Steinhatchee River for a
distance of about 15
miles. 

Two major creeks -
Crossway Branch and
Owl Creek - run through
the property and feed
into the Steinhatchee
River. 

The District created
R.O. Ranch, Inc. to
facilitate the Schultes’
donation and to assist
with the management
of an equestrian facility. 

The District and R.O.
Ranch, Inc. are in the
process of selecting a
planning and design
firm to create a master
plan for the ranch. A

preliminary site evalu-
ation indicates the
property is suitable for
equestrian activities
including trail and
endurance riding, 
western pleasure riding,
rodeo events, carriage
driving and others.

The target date for
groundbreaking on the
project is mid 2007.

A board of directors
will govern the nonprofit
corporation. Members
are Frank Schulte,
Louis Shiver (District
Governing Board),
Annette Land
(Suwannee County),
Danny Liles (Dixie
County) and Coleen
Agner (Taylor County).
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The Steinhatchee
River will be protected,
equestrians will have a
new place to ride, and
local ecotourism oppor-
tunities will increase,
thanks to the vision and
generosity of a
Lafayette County couple
who transferred owner-
ship of their 2,481-acre
ranch to the District. 

On July 26, the
District closed on the
purchase of the
property from
Frank

"Red" and Olive
Schulte, owners of the
R.O. Ranch, and R.O.
Ranch, Inc., a nonprofit
Florida corporation that
will oversee and man-
age operations on the
property, including a
planned equestrian
center.

With the total land
valued at $6.5 million,
the Schultes earlier this
year donated a sub-
stantial $3.5-million
interest in the land to

the R.O. Ranch, Inc.
Proceeds of the

sale of the corpo-
ration's interest to

the District will
be placed in an

endowment
and used to

fund future
manage-

ment
activi-

ties
on
the

ranch.
The property is

located at the northern
end of approximately

Closing on the sale of the R.O. Ranch property to the District are:
seated, from left, Frank and Olive Schulte, District Governing Board
Member Louis Shiver; standing, from left, Executive Director Jerry
Scarborough and Deputy Executive Director Charlie Houder.

Kevin
Wright
joins the
District as a
Water

Resource Engineer I. 
Kevin is a graduate of

the University of Florida
with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Land and Water
Resources Engineering
and a minor in Soil and
Water Science. 

In 2002-03, Kevin held
an OPS position at the
District, creating GIS maps
for cost share programs. 

Deborah
Parker,
Land
Management
Information

Specialist, comes to the
District from the Florida
Division of Forestry. Prior
to that she was a website
and web application devel-
oper for the Department of
Environmental Protection.

Deborah is helping to
revise the District’s recre-
ation guide and update the
land management pages
of the website. She’ll also
assist the public with recre-
ation information and 
special use authorizations.

Draft FY 2006-07 
Work Plan & Budget 

at a Glance

Total: $80 million
Tax rate: .4914 mils
Fulltime staff: 68

Program highlights:
water supply develop-
ment, stormwater and
wastewater management,
monitoring, land acquisi-
tion, GIS, FEMA flood
map modernization, 
R.O. Ranch Equestrian
Center, Suwannee River
Partnership, Suwannee
River Wilderness Trail 

PUBLIC HEARINGS
District HQ - Live Oak

Tuesday, 9/12 - 5:30 PM
(first hearing)

Tuesday, 9/26 - 5:30 PM
(final adoption)

District buys R.O. Ranch,
plans equestrian center

Sellers donate $3.5 million 



When timber tracts become subdivisions

Suwannee River Partnership gets national recognition
At its 2005 annual conference in St. Louis, Missouri,
the White House Conference on Cooperative
Conservation recognized the Suwannee River
Partnership for "outstanding leadership and personal
stewardship in achieving results through cooperative
conservation." Announcement and presentation of the
award was delayed until the Partnership's Annual
CARES Recognition Dinner held in June this year. 

Niles Glasgow, State Conservationist for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (pictured at far right)
presented the award to representatives of founding
Partnership member agencies. From left: Jerry
Scarborough, SRWMD Executive Director;
Commissioner Charles Bronson, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; Mimi Drew, Florida
Department of Environmental Protection; President Carl Loop, Florida Farm Bureau; Jimmy Cheek, University of
Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

The Florida Forestry Association (FFA) 
executive committee and other guests met in
Live Oak in August to discuss the District’s
Environmental Resource Permitting program
for rural subdivisions. As large farm and 
timber tracts are being subdivided and sold
for development, the District is taking steps
to make sure the subdivisions are properly
permitted and that roads and drainage are
properly maintained. Seated, from left, are
FFA members Kelley Smith, Jr., Rep. Dwight
Stansel and Lynetta Griner. Standing, from
left, are Mike Long, director, Division of
Forestry; Jon Dinges, SRWMD; Mike
Branch, FFA; and Bob Cook, FFA president.
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Dixie, Gilchrist, Lafayette counties
get new flood insurance rate maps

FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management
Agency), in cooperation
with the District, has been
involved in a two-year
effort to update the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps for
Dixie, Gilchrist and
Lafayette counties.

This involved a restudy
of some flood areas, use
of updated topography
where available, and con-
verting the “old paper
maps” into a more user-
friendly digital format.

These maps, which will
become effective at the
end of September, will
potentially impact a num-
ber of residents and will

change the way Realtors
determine the flood
potential of properties.

Public meetings will be
held in Dixie, Lafayette
and Gilchrist counties in
September to explain the
new  maps.

The meetings will be of
particular interest to city
and county officials,
lenders, engineers, 
surveyors and Realtors.  

FEMA representatives
are expected to be avail-
able to answer insurance 
questions.

For a meeting schedule
or more information,
please contact Steve
Minnis at 800.226.1066.   

Town of Greenville con-
tributed $43,024.
· 10 acres in Suwannee

County as an addition to
the District’s Anderson
Springs Tract.
· 28 acres in Suwannee

County as an addition to
the District’s Branford
Bend Tract.
· Exchange agreement

with Plantation at Deep
Creek LLC. The District
sold 473 acres to
Plantation and retained a
Conservation Easement
on the tract. The District
now has a total of
1,199.64 acres under a
Conservation Easement
with Plantation over about
five miles of river front in
Columbia County.

The District will disburse
a total of $176,565 to the
following counties for
Payment in Lieu of Taxes:
Bradford, Dixie, Gilchrist,
Hamilton, Jefferson,
Lafayette, Levy, Madison,
Suwannee and Taylor.

Closing took place on
the following acquisitions:
· 45.88 acres in Taylor

County for Greenville
wellfield. The District
paid $111,414 and the

District
Lands

The District hosted a
workshop in July for city
and county officials to
learn about Municipal
Service Benefit Units
(MSBUs).

Guest speaker Myra
Tedder, director for
Marion County’s
MSTU/Assessment

Department, explained
how MSBUs are estab-
lished, and how Marion
County uses revenues
from MSBUs to improve
and enhance poorly
designed rural subdivi-
sion roads and roads
without operation and
maintenance.  

aerial data, and to provide
on-site training and techni-
cal assistance. 

Under the memoran-
dum of agreement, each
county will use the GIS
data in its decision-
making process prior to
granting site approval or
issuing building permits.

The District hopes to
complete the project by
mid-2007. 

The District has
announced plans to fund
the purchase of a
Geographic information
System for each of 13
counties and 18 cities and
towns.

The District will provide
up to $5,999 for the hard-
ware, software and printer
to provide digital water-
resource floodplain, wet-
land, topographical and

Bringing GIS to cities, counties

District hosts MSBU workshop

Suwannee
River 

Wilderness
Trail

Geotourism
Mapguide

Produced by National
Geographic in partnership
with Florida State Parks
and the District, this new
map is available upon
request by phoning
800.868.9914. For more
information visit
www.suwanneeriver.com  or
www.nationalgeographic.com/
suwannee 

Taylor County: meeting new challenges
District Deputy Executive Director David Still
addresses members of the Taylor County
Chamber of Commerce at a luncheon presenta-
tion held in July. Noting the many challenges
population growth poses for North Florida’s rural
communities, Still discussed how business, local
governments, citizens and the District can work
together to meet those challenges. Explaining
that “growth is a balancing act between the
economy and the environment,” he highlighted
District projects that have helped both. They
include land acquisition, ecotourism opportuni-
ties, springs restoration, water supply and waste-
water projects, greenways and trails, FEMA map
modernization, GIS services, and environmental
resource permitting.
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