
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Governing Board  

FROM: Charlie Houder, Director, Division of Land Resources 

DATE: July 2, 2013 

RE: Authorization to Conduct a Detailed Assessment for a Conservation Easement 
on the El Trigal Farms, LLC Property, 371 acres in Jefferson and Madison 
Counties

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends Governing Board authorize staff to 
conduct a detailed assessment for a conservation 
easement on the El Trigal Farms, LLC property, 371 
acres in Jefferson and Madison Counties for potential 
exchange for lands declared surplus. 
BACKGROUND 

The Floyd family has proposed the exchange of a conservation easement on property owned by 
El Trigal Farms, LLC and several family members for fee title on lands that have been declared 
surplus by the District.  This concept was reviewed by the full Governing Board at the May 2013 
workshop and referred back to the Surplus Lands Committee.  A field review was conducted on 
May 21, 2013.  On June 26, the Surplus Lands Committee discussed the project and 
recommended a configuration that excluded a predominantly upland area at the south end of 
the property.

A detailed assessment would entail the development of a draft conservation easement and 
obtaining appraisals for the new property configuration.  Dependent on these valuations, staff 
would bring back further recommendations to the Governing Board regarding the feasibility of 
an exchange.
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PARCEL ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 

TRACT:  Floyd Conservation Easement 

SELLER:  El Trigal Farms, LLC., William R. Floyd Managing Member, 
 William R. Floyd, Susan K. Floyd, and Cheyenne F. Floyd 

RIVER:  Aucilla   

COUNTY:  Madison and Jefferson 

S-T-R: S 2, T 2S; R 5E    

ACREAGE:  371 acres ± 

FRONTAGE: .71 miles ± 

WATER RESORUCE PROTECTION: 
Floodplain Protection: 85% (315 acres) 
Surfacewater Protection: 58% (217 acres) 
Aquifer Recharge:  0% 
Springs Protection:   0% 

ACQUISITION PLANNING STATUS: These lands are in an identified project area of the Middle 
Aucilla Conservation Area.  The conservation easement will protect 0.71 mile +/- of river front on 
the Aucilla River.   

TRACT DESCRIPTION: The tract is on the Aucilla River and adjacent to the District’s Lamont 
Tract on the north and east. The land within the proposed conservation easement is entirely in 
forest, about 217 acres of which are wetlands or floodplain hardwood forests.   

ACCESS: This property is accessed by a county graded Lanier Road from SR 257A. 

OUTSTANDING INTERESTS: No outstanding interests are reported on this property. 

ZONING:  The Jefferson County Future Land Use Map (FLUM) shows the majority of the tract in 
Agricultural-5 zoning.  Two small riverfront portion of the tract are designated Conservation.   

CONSERVATION EASEMENT USES: The primary management objective would be to maintain 
a forested buffer along the Aucilla River and its floodplain forest. About 217 acres are in cypress 
and hardwood forest in the floodplain and will be designated a preservation area under the 
conservation easement.  A portion of the floodplain that is in a mixed pine hardwood community 
(about 144 acres) could be designated as a forest operations area for continued natural pine 
management. The landowner will retain recreational use and the right to exclude the public. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Governing Board 

FROM:  Tim Sagul, P.E., Division Director, Resource Management 

Date:  July 3, 2013 

RE: Rescission of the Governing Board’s May 19, 2011 Authorization Regarding the 
Sampson Lake Control Structure in Bradford County and Authorization for the 
Executive Director to Provide Technical Assistance and Approval to Bradford 
County for an Interim Operational Schedule 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the Governing Board rescind 
its May 19, 2011, authorization regarding the 
Sampson Lake control structure in Bradford 
County and authorize the Executive Director to 
provide technical assistance and approval to 
Bradford County for an interim operational 
schedule. 

BACKGROUND 

Bradford County has requested that staff provide an interim operation plan to the County for the 
water control structure.  Staff has been coordinating with Bradford County staff on the best 
approach to operating the water control structure.  Staff proposes to provide an interim 
operating schedule for the water control structure that will, most importantly, help flood event 
response and also serve public recreation on Sampson Lake.  The operating schedule will be in 
an interim status until the completion of FEMA-funded flood studies, at which time the interim 
operating schedule may need to be re-evaluated.  Staff is also working with Bradford County on 
access to District automated monitoring data for Sampson Lake and the Sampson River. 

The minutes of the May 19, 2011, Governing Board meeting and associated materials are 
attached to this memorandum.  The Governing Board’s action is found on page four of the 
minutes under agenda item 14. 
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