
 

 

AGENDA 
SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

April 10, 2018 District Headquarters 
9:00 a.m. Live Oak, Florida 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
3. Announcement of any Amendments to the Agenda by the Chair 

Amendments Recommended by Staff:  None 
 
4. Public Comment 

 
5. Consideration of the following Items Collectively by Consent: 

 Agenda Item 6 - March 13, 2018, Governing Board Meeting, 
Workshop and Land Committee Meeting Minutes 

 Agenda Item 9 - Approval of February 2018 Financial Report 
 Agenda Item 13 - Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit  

2-047-221534-3, with a 0.1071 mgd Decrease in Allocation and a  
Ten-Year Permit Extension, Authorizing a Maximum 0.1941 mgd of 
Groundwater for Agricultural Use at the Lawton McCulley Farm in 
Hamilton County 

 
Page 5 6. Approval of Minutes – March 13, 2018, Governing Board Meeting, 

Workshop and Land Committee Meeting Minutes Recommend Consent 
 

7. Items of General Interest for Information/Cooperating Agencies and 
Organizations 

A. Presentation of Hydrologic Conditions by Tom Mirti, Director, Water 
Resource Division 

B. Cooperating Agencies and Organizations 
C. Service Recognition – Mark Minno (5 Years) 

 
GOVERNING BOARD LEGAL COUNSEL 
Tom Reeves 

 
LC Page 1 8. Update on Legal Activities / Enforcement Status Report 
 

BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Steve Minnis, Deputy Executive Director 

 
BCS Page 1 9. Approval of February 2018 Financial Report – Recommend Consent 
 
BCS Page 10 10. Consideration of Waiver of Right of First Refusal Tisdale Conservation 

Easement, 83 Acres +/-, Levy County 
 



 

 

BCS Page 41 11. Approval of Access Easement Relocation Request from Chris and Diana 
Topping, Lukens Tract, Levy County 

 
BCS Page 52 12. Land Acquisition and Disposition Activity Report 
 
BCS Page 53 13. Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit 2-047-221534-3, with a 

0.1071 mgd Decrease in Allocation and a Ten-Year Permit Extension, 
Authorizing a Maximum 0.1941 mgd of Groundwater for Agricultural Use at 
the Lawton McCulley Farm in Hamilton County – Recommend Consent 

 
BCS Page 63 14. Permitting Summary Report 
 

WATER AND LAND RESOURCES 
Tom Mirti, Deputy Executive Director 

 
WLR Page 1 15. Request to Increase Fiscal Year 2018 Prescribed Fire Services Funding 

Amount 
 
WLR Page 2 16. Land and Facilities Operations Activity Summary Report 
 
WLR Page 6 17. Agricultural Monitoring Report 
 

ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Darrell Smith 

 
AED Page 1 18. Approval to Enter into Contract with Land Dairy for the Construction of the 

Irrigation Component of the Groundwater Capture and Treatment System 
 
AED Page 3 19. Approval to Submit Springs Funding Applications to the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection for Review and Approval for 
Fiscal Year 2018 

 
AED Page 6 20. Ranking and Authorization for the Executive Director to Execute a Contract 

for Services for the Upper Suwannee River Regional Aquifer Recharge 
Project 

 
AED Page 7 21. Approval to Enter into Agreements with Two Agricultural Producers to 

Implement Low Input Rotations in Selected Locations 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
Hugh Thomas, Executive Director 
 

EO Page 1 22. District’s Weekly Activity Reports 
  

23. Announcements 
  



 

 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at District Headquarters in Live 
Oak, Florida 
 
May 8, 2018 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting 
  Workshop/Committee Meetings 
  IFAS-North Florida Research & 

Education Center 
  8202 CR 417-Live Oak, FL 

 

Board Workshops immediately follow Board Meetings unless otherwise 
noted. 
 

24. Adjournment 
 

Any member of the public, who wishes to address the Board on any agenda item, or any other 
topic, must sign up (including the completion of the required speaker forms) with the Executive 
Director or designee before the time designated for Public Comment.  During Public Comment, the 
Chair shall recognize those persons signed up to speak on agenda items first.  To the extent time 
permits, the Chair shall thereafter recognize those persons signed up to speak on non-agenda 
items.  Unless, leave is given by the Chair, (1) all speakers will be limited to three minutes per 
topic, (2) any identifiable group of three persons or more shall be required to choose a 
representative, who shall be limited to five minutes per topic.  When recognized by the Chair during 
Public Comment, a speaker may request to be allowed to make his or her comments at the time 
the Board considers an agenda item.  The Chair may grant or deny such request in the Chair’s 
sole discretion. 
 

Definitions:  
•"Lobbies" is defined as seeking to influence a district policy or procurement decision or an 
attempt to obtain the goodwill of a district official or employee. (112.3261(1)(b), Florida Statutes 
[F.S.]) 
 
•"Lobbyist" is a person who is employed and receives payment, or who contracts for economic 
consideration, for lobbying, or a person who is principally employed for governmental affairs by 
another person or governmental entity to lobby on behalf of that other person or governmental 
entity. (112.3215(1)(h), F.S.) 

 
The Board may act upon (including reconsideration) any agenda item at any time during the 
meeting. The agenda may be changed only for good cause as determined by the Chair and stated 
in the record.  If, after the regular time for Public Comment, the agenda is amended to add an item 
for consideration, the Chair shall allow public comment on the added agenda item prior to the 
Board acting thereon. 
 
All decisions of the Chair concerning parliamentary procedures, decorum, and rules of order will be 
final, unless they are overcome by a majority of the members of the Board in attendance. 
 
If any person decides to appeal any decision with respect to any action considered at the above 
referenced meeting and hearing, such person may need to ensure a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made to include testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is made. 
 
  



 

 

AGENDA 

SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD WORKSHOP 

 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
 

April 10, 2018 District Headquarters 
Following Board Meeting Live Oak, Florida 
 
 
 

 Public Use of District Lands Discussion  
 
 



SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
MINUTES OF

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING

Note:  A digital recording system has been used to record these proceedings and is on file in the 
permanent files of the District.  A copy of the Governing Board materials and handouts are a 
part of the record as if set out in full herein, and are filed in the permanent files of the District.

March 13, 2018 District Headquarters
9:00 a.m. Live Oak, Florida

Agenda Item No. 1 – Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m. 

Agenda Item No 2 – Roll Call

Governing Board:
Seat Name Office Present Not Present
Aucilla Basin Bradley Williams X
Coastal River Basin Richard Schwab X
Lower Suwannee Basin Don Quincey, Jr. Chair X
Santa Fe & Wacc. Basins Kevin W. Brown X
Upper Suwannee Basin Alphonas Alexander Vice Chair X
At Large Virginia H. Johns Sec./Treas. X
At Large Virginia Sanchez X
At Large Gary Jones X
At Large Charles Keith X

Governing Board General Counsel
Name Firm Present Not Present
George T. Reeves Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & Browning, P.A. X

Leadership Team
Position Name Present Not Present
Executive Director Hugh Thomas X
Assistant Executive Director Darrell Smith X
Deputy Executive Director Tom Mirti X
Deputy Executive Director Steve Minnis X
Office of MFL & Water Supply John Good X
Resource Mgmt. Division Director Warren Zwanka X
Communications & Organizational Development Katelyn Potter X
Executive Office & Board Coordinator Robin Lamm X

Guests:
Lucinda Merritt, Ichetucknee Alliance Pamela Flores, FDEP
Kathleen Greenwood, FDACS Gary Hardacre, City of Alachua
Cory Mikell, H2O Mobile Lab Charles Shinn, Farm Bureau
Kevin Wright, Generation Farms Carolee Howe, Shenandoah Dairy
Officer Creech, FFWCC Andy Jackson, FDACS
Ed Booth, City of High Springs Ray Hodge, Southeast Milk
Bob Moresi, Black & Veatch Paul Still, BSWCD
Steve Gladin
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Minutes of Governing Board Meeting and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2018
Page 2

Staff:
Tyler Jordan Keith Rowell
Pat Webster Tilda Musgrove
Leroy Marshall Stefanie Weeks
Ben Glass Bill McKinstry
Pam Shaw Steve Carpenter
Edwin McCook

Agenda Item No. 3 - Announcement of any Amendments to the Agenda by the Chair: None

Agenda Item No. 4 – Public Comment.
Carolee Howe, Shenandoah Dairy – Thanked the Board for agriculture support.
Paul Still, BSWCD – Flooding concerns in Bradford County.

Agenda Item No. 5 - Consideration of the Following Items Collectively by Consent:
Agenda Item 6 – February 13, 2018 Governing Board Meeting, Workshop and Land 
Committee Meeting Minutes
Agenda Item 9 – Approval of January 2018 Financial Report
Agenda Item 17 - Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit 2-047-219225-3, with a 
0.0021 mgd Decrease in Allocation and a Ten-Year Permit Extension, Authorizing a Maximum 
0.1501 mgd of Groundwater for Agricultural Use at the Johnny Butler Farm Project, Hamilton 
County
Agenda Item 18 - Approval of a Renewal of Water Use Permit 2-047-221431-3, with a 
0.3777 mgd Decrease in Allocation, Authorizing a Maximum 1.0302 mgd of Groundwater for 
Agricultural Use at the Superior Pine Project, Hamilton County
Agenda Item 19 - Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit2-067-220790-2, with a 
0.0407 mgd Increase in Allocation and a Six-Year Permit Extension, Authorizing a Maximum 
0.2395 mgd of Groundwater for Agricultural Use at the John L. Hart Jr. Farm, Lafayette 
County

MOTION WAS MADE BY JOHNS, SECONDED BY SCHWAB TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 6 – Approval of Minutes – February 13, 2018 Governing Board Meeting,
Workshop and Land Committee Meeting Minutes. Approved on Consent.

Agenda Item No. 7 - Items of General Interest for Information/Cooperating Agencies and 
Organizations.

A. Tom Mirti gave a presentation of hydrologic conditions of the District.
B. Cooperating Agencies and Organizations – None

GOVERNING BOARD LEGAL COUNSEL

Agenda Item No. 8 – Legal Activities Update. Tom Reeves, Legal Counsel updated the Board
on the following litigation:

Joint Regional Water Supply Plan Case
Jeff Hill Cases
Brown Case
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Minutes of Governing Board Meeting and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2018
Page 3

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATIONS

Agenda Item No. 9 – Approval of January 2018 Financial Report. Approved on Consent.

Agenda Item No. 10 – Approval of Resolution Number 2018-01, Adopting Budget Amendment 
Number One for Fiscal Year 2018.  Pam Shaw, Chief Financial Officer, presented this item to 
the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 11 – Authorization to Enter into Contracts with Qualified Forestry Consultant 
Firms.  Bill McKinstry, Land Management Program Manager, presented this item to the Board.

Mr. Alexander publicly announced a conflict of interest and abstained from voting on this 
agenda item.  The Conflict of Interest Form was completed and signed by Mr. Alexander. This 
form is hereby made part of these minutes and is filed in the permanent Governing Board 
meeting minutes files of the District.

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHWAB, SECONDED BY JOHNS TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, EXCEPT FOR ALEXANDER.

Agenda Item No. 12 – Acceptance of District Land Management Plan. Mr. McKinstry presented this 
item to the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 13 - Land and Facilities Operations Activity Summary. This summary was 
provided as an informational item in the Board materials.

DIVISION OF WATER SUPPLY

No Items.

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Agenda Item No. 14 - Authorization to Purchase Sierra Wireless RV-50 Modems. Tom Mirti,
Deputy Executive Director, presented this item to the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHWAB, SECONDED BY JONES TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 15 - Authorization to Extend a Contract with Huss Drilling, Inc., for Well 
Construction and Associated Hydrogeological Testing. Mr. Mirti presented this item to the 
Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Minutes of Governing Board Meeting and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2018
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Agenda Item No. 16 – Agricultural Water Use Monitoring Update.  This update was provided as 
an informational item in the Board materials.

DIVISION OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Agenda Item No. 17 – Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit 2-047-219225-3, with a 
0.0021 mgd Decrease in Allocation and a Ten-Year Permit Extension, Authorizing a Maximum 
0.1501 mgd of Groundwater for Agricultural Use at the Johnny Butler Farm Project, Hamilton 
County. Approved on Consent.

Agenda Item No. 18 – Approval of a Renewal of Water Use Permit 2-047-221431-3, with a 
0.3777 mgd Decrease in Allocation, Authorizing a Maximum 1.0302 mgd of Groundwater for 
Agricultural Use at the Superior Pine Project, Hamilton County. Approved on Consent.

Agenda Item No. 19 – Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit 2-067-220790-2, with a 
0.0407 mgd Increase in Allocation and a Six-Year Permit Extension, Authorizing a Maximum 
0.2395 mgd of Groundwater for Agricultural Use at the John L. Hart Jr. Farm, Lafayette County.  
Approved on Consent.

Agenda Item No. 20 – Permitting Summary Report. This report was provided as an 
informational item in the Board materials.

AGRICULTURE AMD ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS

Agenda Item No. 21 – Approval to Enter into Contract with an Agricultural Producer to Provide 
Water Conservation Cost-Share Funding. Ben Glass, Project Manager, presented this item to 
the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY JOHNS TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 22 – Approval to Enter into Agreement with an Agricultural Producer to 
Implement Precision Agriculture Practices.  Mr. Glass presented this item to the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHWAB, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Agenda Item No. 23 – Springs Protection Awareness Month Proclamation.  Katelyn Potter, 
Communications and Organizational Development, presented this item to the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY KEITH, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 24 – Water Conservation Month Proclamation.  Mrs. Potter presented this item 
to the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY KEITH, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Minutes of Governing Board Meeting and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2018
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Agenda Item No. 25 – Consideration of Right of First Refusal on the HelpCo Financial Services, 
Inc. Parcel, 82.82 Acres +/-, within the Walker Springs Conservation Easement, Jefferson 
County. Keith Rowell, Land Acquisition, presented this item to the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE THE 
RECOMMENDATION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 26 - Land Acquisition and Disposition Activity Report.  This report was 
provided as an informational item in the Board materials.

Agenda Item No. 27 - District’s Weekly Activity Reports.  These reports were provided as an 
informational item in the Board materials.

Steve Minnis updated the Board on the 2018 Legislative Session.

Agenda Item No. 28 – Announcements.  Mr. Thomas updated the Board on various District
activities.

Chair Quincey addressed the Board and resigned as Board Chair effective immediately.  He will 
remain on the Board as a voting member.  Chair Quincey nominated Virginia Johns as the new 
Board Chair.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO APPROVE MRS. JOHNS 
AS THE NEW BOARD CHAIR.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Quincey asked for nomination for the Secretary/Treasurer position from the Board.

MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY ALEXANDER TO NOMINATE MR. 
SCHWAB AS THE SECRETARY/TREASURER.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Agenda Item No. 29 – Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 11:29 a.m.

Chair

ATTEST: 
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March 13, 2018
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LAND COMMITTEE MEETING

Note:  A digital recording system has been used to record these proceedings and is on file in the 
permanent files of the District.  A copy of the Committee materials and handouts are a part of 
the record as if set out in full herein, and are filed in the permanent files of the District.

March 13, 2018 District Headquarters
Following Board Meeting Live Oak, FL

1. Call to Order / Committee Roll Call.  Meeting began at 11:37 a.m.

Mr. Quincey announced that all member of the Board would participate in the Lands 
Committee Meeting.

Members Present Not Present
Bradley Williams X
Richard Schwab X
Don Quincey, Jr. X
Kevin W. Brown X
Alphonas Alexander X
Virginia H. Johns X
Virginia Sanchez X
Gary Jones X
Charles Keith X

2. Public Comment: None

3. General Discussion / Updates:

Surplus Lands Policy.  Keith Rowell, Land Acquisition/Local Government, update the 
Committee on the upcoming changes to the Surplus Lands Policy.

4. Land Acquisition / New Property Offers: None

5. Conservation Easement Modification Requests 

Consideration of Waiver of Right of First Refusal Tisdale Conservation Easement, 83 
Acres +/-, Levy County. Mr. Rowell presented this item to the Committee. 

SCHWAB MADE MOTION TO FORWARD TO FULL BOARD FOR APPROVAL, 
SECONDED BY JONES. MOTION CARRIED.

6. Surplus Lands / Updates: None

7. Access Easement Requests

Chris and Diana Topping – Access Easement Relocation Request – Lukens Tract, 
Levy County.  Mr. Rowell presented this item to the Committee.

JONES MADE MOTION TO FORWARD TO FULL BOARD FOR APPROVAL, 
SECONDED BY SCHWAB. MOTION CARRIED.
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8. Announcements. None

9. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

Chair

ATTEST: 
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SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

GOVERNING BOARD WORKSHOP

Workshop began at 12:22 p.m.

Steinhatchee Springs River Access Project Update

Mr. McKinstry presented a powerpoint on the improvements at the Steinhatchee Springs 
River Access.

Introduction to the North Florida-Southeast Georgia (NFSEG) Regional Groundwater Flow 
Model

John Good, Chief Professional Engineer, presented a powerepoint on the North Florida-
Southeast Georgia (NFSEG) Regional Groundwater Flow Model.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Warren Zwanka, P.G., Division Director, Resource Management

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Enforcement Status Report

Matters the Governing Board has directed staff to take enforcement

Respondent Charlie Hicks, Jr.
Enforcement Number / County CE07-0087 / Madison County
Violation Unpermitted Construction in Floodway
Legal Counsel Davis, Schnitker, Reeves and Browning, P.A.
Date sent to legal October 30, 2008
Target Date Ongoing
Legal Fees to date $25,508.03
Last Update April 21, 2017

The violation consists of construction of a structure in the floodway, without obtaining a Works of 
the District permit.  The case has been before the court several times.

The nonjury trial on damages was conducted on April 3, 2012.  The Court entered its Final 
Judgment awarding the District a total amount of $31,794.07, which consisted of a $10,000 
penalty, an award of attorneys’ fees of $19,454.50, and legal and investigative costs totaling 
$2,339.57. The file was transferred from Brannon, Brown, Haley & Bullock, P.A., to Board 
Counsel in August 2013 for resolution. The District is in the process of levying on Hick’s real 
property. The  mortgage holder has contacted Board Counsel regarding resolution.

Respondent Jeffrey Hill / Haight Ashbury Subdivision
Enforcement Number / County CE04-0003 / Columbia
Violation Not Built in Accordance with Permitted Plans
Legal Counsel Davis, Schnitker, Reeves and Browning, P.A.
Date sent to legal May 2006
Target Date November 30, 2015
Legal Fees to date $13,209
Last Update February 23, 2017



This enforcement activity has been ongoing for several years.  At a hearing on January 31, 
2011, the Court granted the District’s motion for summary judgment in this case.  The judge’s 
order requires Mr. Hill to comply with the corrective actions specified in the District’s final order, 
imposes a civil penalty, and awards the District its costs and attorney’s fees.  

The District and Columbia County entered into an interlocal agreement (ILA) setting forth the 
County’s offer to obtain the necessary legal access and perform the correction action required 
on the stormwater management system.  Thereafter, the District would transfer the permit to the 
County as the perpetual operation and maintenance entity.  In exchange for the County’s 
assistance, and other actions agreed to by the County to help the District resolve two other 
long-standing ERP violations, the District contemplates donating an approximate 42-acre parcel 
of land on Alligator Lake that adjoins County-owned property. 

Columbia County has finished the remedial work. Staff has inspected the site with the County. 
Staff is awaiting the as-built certifications for the site in order to close out this file. Staff has 
contacted the County regarding submittal of the close-out documents. County staff has 
indicated that the material will be submitted shortly.

Respondent Jeffrey Hill / Smithfield Estates-Phase 1
Enforcement Number / County CE04-0025 / Columbia
Violation Not Built in Accordance with Permitted Plans
Legal Counsel Davis, Schnitker, Reeves and Browning, P.A.
Date sent to legal May 2006
Target Date November 30, 2015
Legal Fees to date $13,209
Last Update February 23, 2017

This enforcement activity has been ongoing for several years.  At a hearing on January 31, 
2011, the Court granted the District’s motion for summary judgment in this case.  The judge’s 
order requires Mr. Hill to comply with the corrective actions specified in the District’s final order, 
imposes a civil penalty, and awards the District its costs and attorney’s fees.  

The District and Columbia County entered into an interlocal agreement (ILA) setting forth the 
County’s offer to obtain the necessary legal access and perform the correction action required 
on the stormwater management system.  Thereafter, the District would transfer the permit to the 
County as the perpetual operation and maintenance entity.  In exchange for the County’s 
assistance, and other actions agreed to by the County to help the District resolve two other
long-standing ERP violations, the District contemplates donating an approximate 42-acre parcel 
of land on Alligator Lake that adjoins County-owned property.

The County has finished the remedial work. Staff has inspected the site with the County and is 
awaiting the as-built certifications in order to close out this file. Staff has contacted the County 
regarding submittal of the close-out documents. County staff has indicated that the 
material will be submitted shortly.



MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Pam Shaw, Chief Financial Officer

THRU: Steve Minnis, Business and Community Services

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Approval of February 2018 Financial Report 

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board approve 
the February 2018 Financial Report and confirm 
the expenditures of the District.
BACKGROUND

Section 373.553(1), Florida.Statutes (F.S.), authorizes the delegation of authority by the 
Governing Board to the Executive Director to disburse District funds, providing certification is 
made to the Board at the next regular meeting that such disbursement is proper, in order, and 
within budgetary limits. In compliance with the statutory provisions in Chapter 373 F.S., the 
Governing Board of the Suwannee River Water Management District has directed staff to 
prepare a Financial Report as attached.

If you have any questions about this recommendation or if you would like any further information 
regarding the District’s financial transactions, please contact me.

/tm

Attachments





Actuals Variance
Current Through  (Under)/Over Actuals As A 
Budget 2/28/2018 Budget % of Budget

Sources
Ad Valorem Property Taxes 5,591,837$         4,771,095$          (820,742)$             85.3%
Intergovernmental Revenues 59,873,387$       8,786,737$          (51,086,650)$        14.7%
Interest on Invested Funds 140,000$            294,729$             154,729$              210.5%
License and Permit Fees 135,000$            88,118$               (46,882)$               65.3%
Other 1,226,100$         464,375$             (761,725)$             37.9%
Fund Balance 15,891,753$       -$                     (15,891,753)$        0.0%
Total Sources 82,858,077$       14,405,054$        (68,453,023)$        17.4%

Current Available
Budget Expenditures Encumbrances 1 Budget %Expended %Obligated 2

Uses
Water Resources Planning and Monitoring 9,322,743$         1,404,770$          2,008,178$           5,909,795$         15% 37%
Acquisition, Restoration and Public Works 65,326,091$       4,833,910$          24,443,788$         36,048,393$       7% 45%
Operation and Maintenance of Lands and Works 5,140,309$         928,670$             1,345,397$           2,866,242$         18% 44%
Regulation 1,392,916$         516,400$             9,250$                  867,266$            37% 38%
Outreach 225,475$            45,461$               -$                      180,014$            20% 20%
Management and Administration 1,450,543$         671,878$             69,255$                709,410$            46% 51%
Total Uses 82,858,077$       8,401,089$          27,875,868$         46,581,120$       10% 44%

1 Encumbrances represent unexpended balances of open purchase orders and contracts.
2 Represents the sum of expenditures and encumbrances as a percentage of the available budget.

This financial statement is prepared as of February 28, 2018 and covers the interim period since the most recent audited financial
statements.

Suwannee River Water Management District
Statement of Sources and Uses of Funds
For the Month ending February 28, 2018

(Unaudited)















MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: A. Keith Rowell, P.S.M.

THRU: Steve Minnis, Business and Community Services

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Consideration of Waiver of Right of First Refusal on the Tisdale Conservation 
Easement, 83 Acres +/-, Levy County

RECOMMENDATION

Staff requests Governing Board approval of a 
Waiver of Right(s) of First Refusal on the Tisdale
Conservation Easement, 83 acres +/-, Levy
County.
BACKGROUND

The Tisdale Springs Conservation Easement was purchased on November 16, 2007 for 
$141,195 ($1,700 per acre). The terms of the easement include restrictions on subdivision and 
construction.

Mr. Tisdale has a contract with Paul and Tina Amari to purchase his parcel for $120,000 ($1500 
per acre) and have requested that the District waive its right of first refusal per the terms of the 
conservation easement. This waiver is only valid if the property sells for the contract price or 
greater and expires one year from the date of execution.

The property will be conveyed subject to the District’s Conservation easement.

The Lands Committee reviewed the proposed waiver at the March 13, 2018, meeting and voted 
to forward a recommendation for approval to the Governing Board.

/kr
Attachments
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Note: This map was created by the Suwannee River Water
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: A. Keith Rowell, P.S.M.

THRU: Steve Minnis, Business and Community Services

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE:                Approval of Access Easement Relocation Request from Chris and Diana Topping, 
                      Lukens Tract, Levy County

RECOMMENDATION

Staff requests Governing Board approval of a
request to relocate a portion of an Easement for 
Ingress and Egress to the Lukens Tract in Levy
County.
BACKGROUND

Together with the August 30, 2011 Lukens Tract purchase from the Andrews family the District 
was granted an easement for ingress, egress and utilities over certain properties owned by 
Dennis Andrews. On April 30, 2014, Chris and Diana Topping purchased 20 acres (the 
“Topping Property”) from Mr. Andrews subject to that easement.  A portion of the existing 
easement runs through the middle of the Topping Property.

The Toppings are requesting that the District relocate a portion of the easement to allow them 
more efficient use of the Topping Property. Staff has reviewed and supports the request subject 
to the following terms. 

That easement for ingress and egress will be relocated to the far north of the 
Topping Property as shown on the attached map.  The Toppings will agree that 
the relocated easement for ingress and egress may be used by the public to 
access the District’s property.

Electrical lines are already in place on the existing easement.  Therefore, the 
District’s utility easement shall remain in its existing location. The District will 
agree that utility easement may not be used by the public.  Of course, the District 
and the utility providers will continue to have the right to use the utility easement 
for the purposes of servicing the utility lines, etc. located thereon. 

A new road shall be constructed on the relocated ingress and egress easement.  
The new road will be constructed to the District’s standards.  The Toppings shall 
pay for the cost of the construction of the new road.  Once the new road is 
constructed and accepted by the District, the new road will thereafter be 
maintained by the District at the District’s expense.



No permanent structures, i.e. gates, fences, posts shall be constructed in the 
relocated ingress and egress easement.  The Toppings shall be required to place 
a fence on the Topping Property immediately to the south of the relocated 
ingress and egress easement.

Neither party shall be allowed to park vehicles or place any obstruction
(permanent or otherwise) in the relocated ingress and egress easement.

The Lands Committee reviewed the proposed easement relocation at the March 13, 2018 
meeting and voted to forward a recommendation for approval to the Governing Board.

/kr
Attachments
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: A. Keith Rowell, P.S.M.

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Land Acquisition and Disposition Activity Report 

Approved for Detailed Assessment
Owner Project Name Acres County Comments
Michael and 
Freda Shaw

Shaw Conservation 
Easement Exchange

1,099 Lafayette Negotiations ongoing.

SRWMD Sandlin Bay 
Sale/Exchange to U.S. 
Forest Service

2,023 Columbia USFS staff received authorization to proceed with 
purchase March 1, 2017 subject to appraisal 
update. Appraisal updates expected Spring 2018.

Jerry Coker, Etal. Lumber Camp Springs 37 +/- Gilchrist Title issue regarding access being resolved. 
Landowners evaluating access alternatives with 
Gilchrist County.

Chemours Tract Chemours Bradford and 
Clay County

893 Bradford/Clay Appraisal due April 30, 2018.

Tim Walker, Etal. Tim Walker 
Conservation Easement

90 +/- Lafayette Appraisal to be ordered in May 2018.

Authorized for Surplus
Tract Acres County Acquired

Date
Funding
Source

Appraisal 
Date

Listing 
Date

Price Comments

Alligator 
Lake 

43 Columbia 8/10/01 P2000 N/A N/A N/A As-Builts received. 
Property to be 
conveyed to County 
upon review. 

Falmouth 
North 
(8 lots) 

6 Suwannee 4/98 WMLTF 8/27/10 N/A Fee entire 
tract 
$34,930

Appraisal to be 
updated in May 
2018.

Timber 
River

1 Madison 3/98 WMLTF 8/5/10;
Updated 
7/30/14

N/A Fee entire 
tract $6,950

Appraisal to be 
updated in May 
2018.

Turtle 
Spring
Surplus
Tract

32 Lafayette 5/13/15 Florida 
Forever

5/24/15 N/A $85,000 
($67,000 for 
Acreage 
Parcel, &
$18,000 for 
Subdivision 
Lot)

Appraisal to be 
updated in May 
2018.

Bay 
Creek

55 Columbia 2/01/1988 Save Our 
Rivers

N/A N/A TBD Appraisal to be 
ordered in May 
2018.

Branford 
Bend

50 Suwannee 6/30/2004 Florida 
Forever

N/A N/A TBD Appraisal to be 
ordered in May 
2018

RO 
Ranch 
West

570 Lafayette 7/27/06 Florida 
Forever 
Bonds

N/A N/A To be 
determined 
by appraisal

Appraisal to be 
ordered in May 
2018.

Columbia 
County 
Surplus

78 +/- Columbia 7/15 Enforcement 
Action

TBD N/A To be 
determined 
by appraisal

Title Commitment 
complete.



MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Warren Zwanka, P.G., Division Director, Resource Management

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Approval of a Modification of Water Use Permit 2-047-221534-3, with a 0.1071 
mgd Decrease in Allocation and a Ten-Year Permit Extension, Authorizing a
Maximum 0.1941 mgd of Groundwater for Agricultural Use at the Lawton 
McCulley Farm in Hamilton County.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board approve 
Water Use Permit number 2-047-221534-3 with 
seventeen standard conditions and eight special 
limiting conditions to Terry McCulley, in 
Hamilton County.
BACKGROUND 

This is a modification of an existing agricultural water use to receive a ten-year permit 
extension. This project consists of 345 controlled and 145 irrigated acres and is located eight 
miles southwest of Jennings in Hamilton County.  Corn, soybeans, peas, rye, and pasture are 
irrigated using groundwater through two center pivots. Groundwater will also be used provide 
water for approximately 200 head of cattle. Supplemental irrigation models were used to 
determine the 0.1941 mgd 1-in-10-year drought allocation, a 0.1071 mgd decrease from the 
previous sequence.

All wells are 8-inches in diameter or greater (2 of 2) and will be monitoring though telemetry and 
electrical consumption.  There have been no reports of interference or observed harm to water 
resources associated with previous withdrawals at this project; and there are no lower quality 
water sources available for use at this project. The project is not located in a Water Resource 
Caution Area.

Staff has determined the proposed withdrawals are in accordance with MFLs and MFL recovery 
strategies pursuant to Chapters 62-42, 40B-8, and Emergency Rule 40BER17-01, Florida 
Administrative Code (F.A.C.).  The application is complete and satisfies the conditions for 
issuance in Chapter 40B-2, F.A.C.

SW/tm



WATER USE TECHNICAL STAFF REPORT
27-Feb-2018

APPLICATION #: 2-047-221534-3

Owner: Terry McCulley
4135 NW County Road 143
Jennings, FL 32053-2809 
(386) 938-3557

Applicant: Terry McCulley
4135 NW County Road 143
Jennings, FL 32053-2809 
(386) 938-3557

Agent: Ryan McCulley
3734 NW 34th St
Jennings, FL 32053 
(386) 855-1643

Compliance
Contact:

Ryan McCulley
3734 NW 34th St
Jennings, FL 32053 
(386) 855-1643

Project Name: Lawton McCulley Farm
County: Hamilton

Located in WRCA: No
Objectors: No

Authorization Statement:
The permittee is authorized to withdraw a maximum of 0.1910 mgd of groundwater for supplemental 
irrigation of corn/rye, a maximum of 0.1707 mgd of groundwater for supplemental soybeans/rye, a 
maximum of 0.1151 mgd of groundwater for supplemental irrigation of peas/rye, or a maximum of 0.1040 
mgd of groundwater for supplemental irrigation of pasture. The permittee is also authorized to withdraw a 
maximum 0.0030 mgd for livestock use.

Recommendation: Approval
Reviewers: Stefani Weeks; Nick Swain; Warren Zwanka

WATER USE SUMMARY:

Allocation Summary
Average Daily Rate 

(Million Gallons Per Day)
Freeze Protection (Million 

Gallons Per Year)
Allocation Change 

(Million Gallons Per Day)
0.1941 0.0000 -0.1071



Recommended Permit Duration and Compliance Reporting: Ten-year permit 
extension, to expire April 10, 2035.

USE STATUS: This is a modification of an existing agricultural use to receive a 
permit extension for voluntary implementation of automated monitoring of 
groundwater withdrawals.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
This project is located northwest of CR-143, along NW 29th Lane, and eight miles 
southwest of Jennings in Hamilton County; and consists of 345 controlled and 145 
irrigated acres. Groundwater from two wells will be used to irrigate corn, soybeans, 
peas, rye, and pasture through a center pivot. Groundwater from two wells will also be 
used to provide water for approximately 200 head of cattle. The decrease from the 
previous sequence resulted from upgrading to a more efficient irrigation system.

The permittee has elected to provide electrical consumption to SRWMD to comply with 
the water use reporting requirement of special condition 18.

WATER USE CALCULATIONS:
The District's WUPAR irrigation model was used to determine the 15.61 inches/ year of 
supplemental irrigation requirement for corn. The GIS-Based Water Resources and 
Agricultural Permitting and Planning System (GWRAPPS) was used to determine the 
following supplemental irrigation demands:
Soybeans grown from March 15 to October 1: 13.72 inches/year
Pasture grown as a perennial: 9.64 inches/ year
Peas grown from July 15 to November 1: 8.57 inches/ year
Rye grown from November 1 to March 1: 2.10 inches/ year

The livestock watering requirements were based on the industry standard 15 gallons 
per cow per day.

PERMIT APPLICATION REVIEW:
Section 373.223, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and Section 40B-2.301, Florida Administrative 
Code (F.A.C.), require an applicant to establish that the proposed use of water:
(a) is a reasonable-beneficial use;
(b) will not interfere with any presently existing legal use of water; and
(c) is consistent with the public interest.
In addition, the above requirements are detailed further in the District's Water Use 
Permitting Applicant’s Handbook ("A.H."). District staff has reviewed the water use 
permit application pursuant to the above-described requirements and have determined 
that the application meets the conditions for issuance of this permit. Highlights of the 
staff review are provided below.



Is this a reasonable–beneficial use?
[ref. 40B-2.301(1)(a)]

Yes. Based on the evaluation of criteria listed in 40B-2.301(2)(a)-40B-2.301(2)(k), 
F.A.C.

Will this use interfere with any presently existing legal use of water?
[ref. 40B-2.301(1)(b)]

No. Project withdrawals were modeled and showed a simulated Upper Floridan aquifer 
drawdown of less than 0.5 foot at the project boundary and no reports of interference 
from previous groundwater withdrawals have been reported, therefore, continued 
groundwater withdrawals at this project are not expected to interfere with any presently 
existing legal uses of water.

Will this use be consistent with the public interest?
[ref. 40B-2.301(1)(c)]

Yes. The use of water for agricultural purposes is consistent with the public interest.

Will this use be in such a quantity that is necessary for economic and efficient 
use?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(a)]

Yes. Water use consistent with the aforementioned supplemental irrigation models and 
industry standards is economic and efficient. The permittee will implement the following 
water conservation measures for the agricultural uses: checking daily for irrigation leaks 
and repairing them as needed, using a new or retrofitted pivot system and maintaining it 
at an 80% distribution uniformity, using UF-IFAS and NRCS-approved irrigation 
scheduling methods, employing operational pump shutdown to prevent pump operation 
in the event of an irrigation system malfunction, planting cover crops in the winter, 
ensuring the end gun shuts off properly and only waters the target crop, and irrigating at 
night and when the wind is less than 5 mph when feasible.

Will the source of the water be suitable for the consumptive use?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(c)]

Yes. Staff determined the Upper Floridan aquifer is suitable for the consumptive use.

Will the source of the water be capable of producing the requested amount?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(d)]

Yes. Staff determined the Upper Floridan aquifer is capable of producing the requested 
amounts.



Except when the use is for human food preparation and direct human 
consumption, is the lowest quality water source that is suitable for the purpose 
and is technically, environmentally, and economically feasible being utilized?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(e)]

Yes. The lowest quality water sources that are suitable for the purpose and that are 
technically, environmentally, and economically feasible are being utilized.

Will the use harm existing offsite land uses as a result of hydrologic alterations?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(f)]

No. The use is not expected to harm offsite land uses.

Will the use cause harm to the water resources of the area that include water 
quality impacts to the water source resulting from the withdrawal or diversion, 
water quality impacts from dewatering discharge to receiving waters, saline water 
intrusion or harmful upcoming, hydrologic alterations to natural systems, 
including wetlands or other surface waters, or other harmful hydrologic 
alterations to the water resources of the area?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(g)]

No. Project withdrawals were modeled and showed a simulated Upper Floridan aquifer 
drawdown of less than 0.5 foot at the project boundary. Additionally staff inspected 
project wetlands and determined that the water use is not expected to cause any harm 
to natural systems or the water resources of the area for the duration of the permit.

Is the use in accordance with any minimum flow or level and implementation 
strategy established pursuant to Sections 373.042 and 373.0421, F.S.?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(h)]

Yes. The proposed withdrawals are in accordance with MFLs and MFL recovery 
strategies pursuant to Chapters 62-42 and 40B-8, F.A.C.; and Emergency Rule 
40BER17-01. Additionally, cumulative reductions in flow from the allocation were 
evaluated at the Outstanding Florida Springs (OFS) contained in the Emergency Rule 
and show no measurable changes in flow from the proposed withdrawal. No OFS has 
an estimated cumulative flow decline of 9.9%.

Will the project use water reserved pursuant to subsection 373.223(4), F.S.?
[ref. 40B-2.301(2)(i)]

No. The project will not use water reserved by the Governing Board pursuant to 
subsection 373.223(4), F.S.



WITHDRAWAL POINT INFORMATION:

Site Name: Lawton McCulley Farm

Wells Detail

District 
ID

Station
Name

Casing 
Diameter
(inches)

Capacity
(GPM)

Source 
Name Status Use

Type

133249 Well 1 12 --- FAS - Upper 
Floridan Aquifer Active Agricultural

133371 Well 2 10 --- FAS - Upper 
Floridan Aquifer Active Agricultural

Conditions 

1. All water uses authorized by this permit shall be implemented as conditioned by 
this permit, including any documents incorporated by reference in a permit 
condition. The District may revoke this permit, in whole or in part, or take 
enforcement action, pursuant to sections 373.136 or 373.243, F.S., unless a 
permit modification has been obtained. The permittee shall immediately notify the 
District in writing of any previously submitted information that is later discovered 
to be inaccurate.

2. This permit does not convey to the permittee any property rights or privileges 
other than those specified herein, nor relieve the permittee from complying with 
any applicable local government, state, or federal law, rule, or ordinance.

3. The permittee shall notify the District in writing within 30 days of any sale, 
transfer, or conveyance of ownership or any other loss of permitted legal control 
of the Project and / or related facilities from which the permitted water use is 
made. Where the permittee’s control of the land subject to the permit was 
demonstrated through a lease, the permittee must either submit documentation 
showing that it continues to have legal control or transfer control of the permitted 
system / project to the new landowner or new lessee. All transfers of ownership 
are subject to the requirements of section 40B-2.351, F.A.C. Alternatively, the 
permittee may surrender the water use permit to the District, thereby 
relinquishing the right to conduct any activities under the permit.



4. Nothing in this permit should be construed to limit the authority of the District to 
declare a water shortage and issue orders pursuant to chapter 373, F.S. In the 
event of a declared water shortage, the permittee must adhere to the water 
shortage restrictions, as specified by the District. The permittee is advised that 
during a water shortage, reports shall be submitted as required by District rule or 
order.

5. With advance notice to the permittee, District staff with proper identification shall 
have permission to enter, inspect, observe, collect samples, and take 
measurements of permitted facilities to determine compliance with the permit 
conditions and permitted plans and specifications. The permittee shall either 
accompany District staff onto the property or make provision for access onto the 
property.

6. A permittee may seek modification of any term of an unexpired permit. The 
permittee is advised that section 373.239, F.S., and section 40B-2.331, F.A.C., 
are applicable to permit modifications.

7. This permit shall expire on 4/10/2028. The permittee must submit the appropriate 
application form incorporated and the required fee to the District pursuant 
to section 40B-2.361, F.A.C., up to one year prior to this expiration date in order 
to continue the use of water.

8. Use classification is Agricultural.

9. Source classification is Groundwater.

10.The permitted water withdrawal facilities consist of the stations in the Withdrawal 
Point Information table(s).

11.The permittee must mitigate interference with existing legal uses caused in whole 
or in part by the permittee's withdrawals, consistent with a District-approved 
mitigation plan. As necessary to offset such interference, mitigation may include, 
but is not limited to, reducing pumpage, replacing the existing legal user’s 
withdrawal equipment, relocating wells, changing withdrawal source, supplying 
water to existing legal user, or other means needed to mitigate the impacts.

12.The permittee must mitigate harm to existing off-site land uses caused by the 
permittee’s withdrawals. When harm occurs, or is imminent, the permittee must 
modify withdrawal rates or mitigate the harm.

13.The permittee must mitigate harm to the natural resources caused by the 
permittee’s withdrawals. When harm occurs or is imminent, the permittee must 
modify withdrawal rates or mitigate the harm.



14.If any condition of the permit is violated, the permittee shall be subject to 
enforcement action pursuant to chapter 373, F.S.

15.The permittee must notify the District in writing prior to implementing any 
changes in the water use that may alter the permit allocations. Such changes 
include, but are not limited to, change in irrigated acreage, crop type, irrigation 
system, water treatment method, or entry into one or more large water use 
agreements. In the event a proposed change will alter the allocation, permittee 
must first obtain a permit modification.

16.All correspondence sent to the District regarding this permit must include the 
permit number (2-047-221534-3)

17.The District reserves the right to open this permit, following notice to the 
permittee, to include a permit condition prohibiting withdrawals for resource 
protection.

18.The permittee shall implement automated monitoring of groundwater 
withdrawals, at permittee’s expense, upon commencement of withdrawals. The 
monitoring and reporting shall include reporting daily volume pumped by each 
well of inside diameter eight inches or greater at land surface and shall be 
delivered by 12:00 pm local time the following day via approved telemetry 
consistent with District data formats. The permittee may opt for a standardized 
SRWMD automated monitoring system to fulfill this requirement.

19.The permittee shall implement and/or maintain the conservation practices 
selected in the Water Conservation Plan submitted to the District. Any new 
practices selected shall be implemented within one year from the date of permit 
issuance. Practices that involve scheduling methods or maintenance shall be 
documented. Documentation for implementation and/or maintenance shall be 
maintained on all practices and available upon request.

20.The permittee’s water use shall be consistent with the MFL prevention or 
recovery strategy developed for any water body from which this permitted water 
use directly or indirectly withdraws or diverts water, pursuant to subsection 40B-
2.301(2)(h), F.A.C.

21.The permittee shall ensure that the irrigation systems will water target areas only 
under field operations. Irrigation of non-target areas (roads, woods, structures, 
etc.) is prohibited.



22.Following the effective date of the re-evaluated Minimum Flows and Levels 
adopted pursuant to Rule 62-42.300(1)(e), F.A.C., this permit is subject to 
modification during the term of the permit, upon reasonable notice by the District 
to the permittee, to achieve compliance with any approved MFL recovery or 
prevention strategy for the Lower Santa Fe River, Ichetucknee River, and 
Associated Priority Springs. Nothing herein shall be construed to alter the 
District’s authority to modify a permit under circumstances not addressed in this 
condition.

23.The permittee shall install and maintain no less than one backflow prevention 
device when fertigating and no less than two backflow prevention devices when 
chemigating on all wells or surface water pumps connected to the irrigation 
system. The backflow prevention device(s) shall be installed between the water 
source and the injection point.

24.The permittee is authorized to withdraw a maximum of 0.1910 mgd of 
groundwater for supplemental irrigation of corn/rye, a maximum of 0.1707 mgd of 
groundwater for supplemental soybeans/rye, a maximum of 0.1151 mgd of 
groundwater for supplemental irrigation of peas/rye, or a maximum of 0.1040 
mgd of groundwater for supplemental irrigation of pasture. Daily allocations are 
calculated on an average annual basis and the maximum allocation is only 
authorized in 1-in-10 year drought conditions.

25.The permittee is authorized to withdraw a maximum 0.0030 mgd for livestock 
watering. Daily allocations are calculated on an average annual basis.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Warren Zwanka, P.G., Division Director, Resource Management

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Permitting Summary Report
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40B-4 (FEMA Map Amendments) 40B-4.400 (FEMA Map Amendments)
ERP/ Works of the District Permits Environmental Resource Permitting

40B-3 (Amendments)
Water Well Permitting

GB Rule Dev. Auth. 1/9/2018
Notice of Rule Dev. 2/16/2018
GB Proposed Rule Auth. 1/9/2018
Send to JAPC/OFARR 2/8/2018
Notice of Proposed Rule 2/26/2018
Notice of Rule Change n/a
Mail to DOS 
Effective Date

GB Rule Dev. Auth. 1/9/2018
Notice of Rule Dev. 2/16/2018
GB Proposed Rule Auth. 1/9/2018
Send to JAPC/OFARR 2/8/2018
Notice of Proposed Rule 2/26/2018
Notice of Rule Change n/a
Mail to DOS 
Effective Date 

GB Rule Dev. Auth. 10/10/2017
Notice of Rule Dev.
GB Proposed Rule Auth. 10/10/2017
Send to JAPC/OFARR
Notice of Proposed Rule
Notice of Rule Change
Mail to DOS 
Effective Date

GB Rule Dev. Auth.
Notice of Rule Dev.
GB Proposed Rule Auth.
Send to JAPC/OFARR
Notice of Proposed Rule
Notice of Rule Change
Mail to DOS 
Effective Date 



MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Tom Mirti, Deputy Executive Director, Division of Water and Land Resources 

DATE: March 31, 2018

RE: Request to Increase Fiscal Year 2018 Prescribed Fire Services Funding Amount

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board 
authorize the Executive Director to increase the 
authorized Fiscal Year 2018 Prescribed Fire 
funding amount, from $488,000 to $513,000 to 
allow revise prescribed fire work with the Florida 
Forest Service be applied to prescribed fire work 
with approved District contractors.
BACKGROUND

At the August 2017 Governing Board meeting, the Board approved the renewal of the 
Cooperative Agreement with Florida Forest Service (FFS) to conduct prescribed fire services on 
District lands being managed by the FFS for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 in the amount of $25,000. 
The FFS recently has informed District staff that they will not be able to complete the planned
FY 2018 prescribed fire activities due to workforce shortfalls. Also at the August 2017 Governing 
Board meeting, the Board approved the renewal of contracts for Prescribed Fire Services with 
the firms listed in Table 1 for a total amount not to exceed $488,000.

Table 1. Request for Proposals 15/16-013 AO Respondents 
NAME OF FIRM FIRM'S LOCATION
B&B Dugger Inc. Crawfordville, Florida

Natural Resource Planning Services Lake City, Florida
Schmidt Reforestation Services Perry, Florida

Wildlands Fire Service Tallahassee, Florida

In order to continue to accomplish prescribed fire goals for the year, staff recommends the 
Governing Board authorize the Executive Director to increase the FY 2018 Prescribed Fire
Services funding authorization for contractual services from $488,000 to $513,000. Funding for 
these activities has been budgeted in account codes 13-2-586-3-3100-04-01 (contractual) and 
13-6-930-3-3100-04-02 (FFS).

SG/pf
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Tom Mirti, Deputy Executive Director, Division of Water and Land Resources

DATE: March 31, 2018

SUBJECT: District Land Management & Twin River State Forest (TRSF) Activity Summary

Land Management staff is preparing for the Land Management Review Team to be held on April 
3, 2018.

District contractors started annual boundary painting projects.

Staff have been working on the “Important Notices” page on the District website to better inform 
citizens of prescribed burn notices and tract closures.

Staff assisted the Florida Trail Association with installation of Florida Trail kiosk panels on 
District lands in the White Springs area.

Nine culverts have been installed by District contractors as part of hydrologic improvements on 
the Steinhatchee Springs tract.

Edwin McCook met with Ivor Kincaid of the Alachua Conservation Trust, and Mark Gluckman to 
discuss the vision for the Rock Bluff tract. The Rock Bluff house renovations are complete and 
the Gilchrist County Deputy Sheriff has moved into the Rock Bluff house.

The conservation easement inspections on Deep Creek Plantation and the Gainesville Wellfield
have been completed.

Land Management staff assisted the Communications Office with videotaping at springs as part
of the Florida Springs Initiative.

Mechanical site preparation work (push, rake, pile and burn) at Mill Creek South tract is 
continuing on 400+ acres.

Nearly 900 pounds of garbage were collected from Twin Rivers State Forest (TRSF) and hauled 
to the Hamilton County landfill.  

The cruising and draft Invitation to Bid (ITB) for the prospective Black Tract #5 timber sale was 
completed. The ITB is for a thinning of 24-year-old longleaf pine (62 acres) and clear-cut of 32-
year-old slash pine (18 acres) on the Black Tract.

The attached report summarizes the status of current District and TRSF activities for the 
preceding month.  District staff may address any items of particular interest to the Board or 
provide information to Board members upon request.

/pf
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District Vegetation Management Projects:

During the report period, approximately 13 additional acres were mowed on the Ruth Springs tract in Lafayette County.
This work was done for fuel reduction and natural community restoration purposes. 

FY 2018 Activity Table - Vegetation Management (Through - 3/12/2018)
Fiscal 
Year Tract/ Project Area Herbicide 

(Acres/Miles)
Roller Chop 

(Acres) Ditch Mow (Miles) Woods Mow 
(Acres)

2018

Planned Complete Planned Complete Planned Complete Planned Complete

Mattair Springs 373 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mallory Swamp 192 28 1,500 190 0 0 0 0

Steinhatchee Springs 0 0 0 0 24 24 0 0

Ruth Springs 0 0 0 0 0 0 46 46

Little Shoals 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 41

District Prescribed Fire Program:

Contractors conducting prescribed burns on Suwannee River Water Management District (District) lands this year include B&B 
Dugger (B&B), Natural Resource Planning Services (NRPS), Schmidt Reforestation Services (SRS) and Wildland Fire Services 
(WFS). Also, included in this report are the acres the Florida Forest Service burns on Twin Rivers State Forest (FFS TRSF). When 
available, the Florida Forest Service (FFS COOP) will also provide a crew to burn additional acres on both District tracts and Twin 
Rivers State Forest. 

The following table provides information on the Prescribed Burn Program through March 12, 2018. 3,196 additional acres 
were burned during the report period.
 

WLR 3



Summary Table FY 2018
2018 Target Acres Acres Complete 

SRWMD 13,000 8,890
FFS TRSF 2,000 3,576

TOTAL 15,000 12,466

FY 2018 Activity Table (Through - 3/12/2018)

B&B NRPS WFS SRS
FFS 

COOP
FFS 

TRSF
Total 
Acres

Total 
Wildfire 
Acres

TRACT COUNTY
Mallory Swamp Lafayette 538
Peacock Slough Suwannee 460
Little River Suwannee 274
Steinhatchee Springs Lafayette 428
Steinhatchee Rise Dixie 282
Woods Ferry Columbia 100
Devils Hammock Levy 304
Anderson Suwannee 145
Ellaville Madison 234
Sullivan Madison 118
Westwood East Hamilton 313

Sub-total for Period 1,474 100 812 0 0 810 3,196 0.00
Previous Acres Burned 3,171 793 1,649 891 0 2,766 0.00

Total Acres 4,645 893 2,461 891 0 3,576 12,466 0.00
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District Invasive Plant Management Program:

Since the beginning of FY 2018, fifty-four (54) invasive plant infestations have been monitored and thirty-five (35) have been treated 
with herbicides. No additional infestations were monitored/treated during the report period.

District Timber Sales

White Springs #1: Harvesting is complete. Sale will be finalized after roads are repaired by the buyer.
Troy Springs Addition #1:  Harvesting began January 29, and paused on February 16th.
Osteen Tract Salvage:  A southern pine beetle infestation from last year was found by staff on February 27.  An amendment 
to an existing contract was made to expedite a salvage harvest.  Harvesting began on March 6th on approximately 10 acres.

Sale Contract Acres Tons Harvested Revenue Status Contract End Date
Steinhatchee Springs #17
(Osteen amendment)

16/17-085 303
10

Harvest Active December 20, 2018

Steinhatchee Springs #18 16/17-086 208 Harvest Inactive December 20, 2018

Stephen Foster #1 16/17-226 376 11,011 $193,595.91 Harvest Inactive June 20, 2018
White Springs #1 16/17-228 94 7,313 $125,181.66 Harvesting Complete June 19, 2018
Ellaville #15 17/18-026 256 Harvest Inactive November 30, 2018
Sante Fe River Ranch #1 17/18-038 35 Harvest Inactive November 30, 2018
Troy Springs Addition #1 17/18-140 76 Harvest Active March 30, 2018

District Conservation Easement Monitoring 

Completed field inspection for Weyerhaeuser Gainesville Wellfield Conservation Easement. 
Completed field inspection for Deep Creek Conservation Easement. 
Scheduled inspection for TSE Plantation Conservation Easement. 
Scheduled inspection for Tisdale Conservation Easement. 
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM:      Tom Mirti, Deputy Executive Director, Division of Water and Land Resources

DATE: March 31, 2018

RE: Agricultural Water Use Monitoring Report

BACKGROUND

In September 2012, the District began a program of water use monitoring for agricultural water 
use reporting on wells of 8” diameter or greater. Where possible, agricultural water use is 
estimated using monthly power consumption records provided by the electrical power provider.
Estimation by power use is the most cost-effective method of water use reporting. To date, 
farmer agreements authorizing the District to receive power usage reports directly from the 
cooperatives are in effect on 605 (115.4 MGD) monitoring points.

Not all withdrawal points are suitable for estimation using power consumption. Diesel-powered 
pumps and complex interconnected irrigation systems still require direct methods of monitoring.  
The District employs telemetry to conduct water use monitoring on diesel-power systems.  
There are currently 292 (53.2 MGD) telemetry (only) systems installed by the District for this 
purpose. There are another 42 telemetry systems installed at electric use monitoring sites in 
order to QA the monthly power consumption records, for a total of 334 telemetry systems 
installed.

Some withdrawal points have very limited use and are monitored by individual site visits. There 
are currently 342 (25.6 MGD) limited use monitoring points in the District. Some users monitor 
their own water use and report that data to the District. There are currently three (0.4 MGD) self-
monitored points.

To date, the District has permitted 1,543 (226.1 MGD) irrigation wells which include a water use
monitoring condition, of which 1,264 (197.8 MGD) wells are active, i.e., the wells have been 
drilled already. Of the 1,264 active wells, 1,242 (194.6 MGD) are being monitored as of March
23, roughly 98.3% of existing active wells (98.4% of allocation) with water use permit monitoring 
conditions.

Of the remaining estimated 22 (3.4 MGD) active stations that currently will require water use
monitoring, one (0.1 MGD) is a diesel- or gas-powered system requiring District telemetry, 20
(2.9 MGD) are electric systems, and one (0.2 MGD) system still requires identification. There 
are 267 (28.1 MGD) proposed stations (that is, the wells are yet to be drilled); 60 (4.1 MGD) are 
expected to be diesel or gas, 149 (18.6 MGD) are expected to be electric, and 58 (5.3 MGD) are 
yet to be determined.

TM/pf
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Darrell Smith, Assistant Executive Director

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Approval to Enter into Contract with Land Dairy for the Construction of the 
Irrigation Component of the Groundwater Capture and Treatment System

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board authorize 
the Executive Director to enter into a contract
with Land Dairy, Inc., to construct the irrigation 
component of the groundwater nutrient removal 
project as part of the District Agricultural Cost-
Share Program.
BACKGROUND

On February 13, 2018, the Governing Board approved the Executive Director to enter into a 
contract with Soil and Water Engineering Technology, Inc. (SWET) to construct a groundwater 
nutrient treatment removal project at Land Dairy in Lafayette County.  Funds for this project were 
provided through a 2015 Springs Grant from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) covering the total construction costs of $199,000 and The Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) will contribute $50,000 for post-construction 
monitoring of the project.  The project approved at the February meeting authorized the 
construction of six shallow interceptor wells that will supply a steady flow of groundwater to a 
bioreactor pond filled with a carbon source, typically wood chips.  The interceptor wells will 
alternate pumping groundwater one at a time through the bioreactor.  Under these conditions, 
naturally occurring bacteria in combination with the carbon source will remove nitrate-nitrogen 
from the groundwater and convert it to harmless nitrogen gas released to the atmosphere. The 
approved project is estimated to remove 15,000 pounds on nitrate nitrogen per year.

As part of the project approved at the February 2018 Board Meeting, Land Dairy will incorporate
an irrigation component to the groundwater capture and treatment system.  They will construct a 
holding pond to store nitrate laden groundwater to be used in lieu of groundwater by two center 
pivot irrigation systems. The irrigation component of this treatment system will consist of a 
pipeline to deliver pumped groundwater from the six interceptor wells to the irrigation storage 
pond, plastic lined irrigation storage pond, irrigation pump station, pipelines to two existing center 
pivot irrigation systems, pump power supply, and irrigation pump control.  

This equipment, once constructed and installed, will work together to achieve multiple benefits to 
the environment and the producer.  These benefits include creating more storage capacity for 
higher nitrate groundwater and to allow for the utilization of the nitrate groundwater through 
irrigation on Land Dairy to offset inorganic fertilizer inputs.  Creating more storage capacity for 
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captured high nitrate groundwater will ultimately allow for better utilization of the interceptor wells 
because they will be able to capture more nitrate laden groundwater.  Using the nitrate laden 
groundwater for irrigational purposes and taking into account at least a 10-ppm concentration of 
nitrogen in the recovered water Land Dairy is estimated to offset 10,595 pounds of nitrogen 
fertilizer application per year in addition to the 15,000 pounds removed by the bioreactor.  This 
would equate to about 53 pounds of nitrogen per acre per year on 200 irrigated acres. 

The total project cost is $383,900 (see Exhibit A).  The project proposal is for the District to
contribute $92,900 through the Agricultural Cost-Share Program, FDEP will contribute $167,000, 
and Land Dairy will contribute $124,000 through operation and maintenance costs over a 10-year 
life of the project.  The project partners cost breakdown is provided in Exhibit B.

Funding for this project is included in the Fiscal Year 2018 budget under account codes 
06-2586-2-2201-29-03 and 51-2586-7-2400-06-07.
 

Exhibit A

TASK SERVICE PROVIDED COST

1 Land Dairy Plumbing to Irrigation Storage Pond $29,900

2 Land Dairy Irrigation Storage Pond $125,750

3 Land Dairy Irrigation Pump Station and Piping Interconnection to 
Center Pivot Irrigation Systems

$109,250

4 O&M Costs over ten years $124,000
Project Total $383,900

Exhibit B

Project Partner Contribution

SRWMD $92,900

FDEP $167,000

Land Dairy $124,000

Total $383,900

JG/rl
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Darrell Smith, Assistant Executive Director

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Approval to Submit Springs Funding Applications to the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection for Review and Approval for Fiscal Year 2018

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board authorize 
the Executive Director to submit seventeen Springs 
project applications to the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection for Springs Restoration 
Funding 
BACKGROUND

On March 16, 2018, Governor Scott signed the “Securing Florida’s Future budget which allocates from the 
General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018-2019 $50,000,000 for springs protection and restoration 
to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP).  The funding appropriated is contingent upon 
FDEP submitting a project plan to the Legislative Budget Commission. The project plan must prioritize 
“springs projects that best represents all geographic regions of the state to protect the quality and quantity of 
water that flows from springs”. This funding will be distributed among the four water management districts 
that have springs within their jurisdictional boundaries.

In order to identify springs projects that restore and protect these unique natural resources, the District 
solicited applications for consideration on the online project portal, located on the District website, through 
January 16, 2018 for the 2018 Springs funding cycle. Staff is recommending submitting seventeen projects 
for a total cost of the $28,953,672 to Department for review and approval. Staff project recommendations are 
consistent with the FDEP guidance on springs project funding.

As in previous years, the number of applications received and the funding requested demonstrates the scope 
of the funding needs for projects that will replace and improve aging infrastructure, improve water quality and
protect natural resources which ultimately affect our springs. Many communities, particularly within rural 
counties, struggle to identify the financial resources needed to retrofit and update aging infrastructure.  

Attached is a list of the proposed projects and proposed funding amounts, which District staff have reviewed 
that are recommended for submittal to the FDEP for Springs restoration funding consideration. There is also
a map that shows the recommended project locations and a brief description of the proposed project 
submittals for the FY 2018 Springs Project Funding Program.

PW/rl
Attachments
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SPRINGS FUNDING

Project Cooperator Project Type Funding Request Total Cost

Precision Ag - 2 SRWMD Agricultural BMP $3,000,000 $4,000,000

Ichetucknee Springs Quality and Quantity Enhancement Lake City Wastewater Collection & Treatment $1,800,000 $1,850,000

Bradford County Drainage & Recharge Project SRWMD/Rayonier Hydrologic Restoration, Flood Protection $3,000,000 $3,000,000

Bee Haven Bay Water Resource Development (WRD) Project SRWMD, Nutrien Stormwater $370,000 $370,000

Sustainable Suwannee - Forestry Cost Share Pilot Project SRWMD Water Conservation $500,000 $500,000

Septic Tank Upgrade/Conversions in the Fanning-Manatee Priority Focus Area SRWMD Wastewater Collection & Treatment $1,000,000 $1,000,000

Spring Sediment Removal and Habitat Restoration Alachua County, Town of Branford, City of Perry, 
Lafayette County, Suwannee County

Springs Restoration & Protection $1,390,172 $1,535,672

Fanning Wastewater Collection System Expansion, Phase IV, WWTF Fanning Springs Wastewater Collection & Treatment $3,000,000 $15,000,000

Greenville Sewer System Improvements Phase 1 Greenville Wastewater Collection & Treatment $2,700,000 $2,700,000

Eagle Lake Phase II SRWMD, Nutrien Hydrologic Restoration $650,000 $650,000

Archer Wastewater Systems Improvements Project, Phase 1 - Springs Archer Wastewater Collection & Treatment $4,500,000 $8,125,710

Alligator Creek Sewer Rehabilitation Starke Wastewater Collection & Treatment $500,000 $500,000

Oakmont Reclaimed Water Main Extension, Phase 3 Gainesville Regional Utilities Reuse $352,500 $705,000

Accelerating Suwannee River Springs Restoration through Rural Land 
Conservation and Management Incentives

Stetson University Institute for Water and Environmental 
Resilience (in-kind), Alachua Conservation Trust (in-kind)

Agricultural BMP $2,600,000 $2,600,000

 2nd Street & Evelyn Avenue Wastewater System Extensions, Phase I Live Oak Wastewater Collection & Treatment $1,249,000 $1,285,000

Duval Street & 105th Road Wastewater System Extensions Live Oak Wastewater Collection & Treatment $1,692,000 $1,730,000

Hunter Creek Aquifer Recharge Project SRWMD, Nutrien Hydrologic Restoration $650,000 $650,000

TOTALS $28,953,672 $46,201,382
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 Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS,
USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community

FDEP Springs Project Location Map

Note: This map was created by the Suwannee River Water
Management District (SRWMD) to be used for planning
purposes only. SRWMD shall not be held liable for any
injury or damage caused by the use of data distributed
as a public records request regardless of their use or
application. SRWMD does not guarantee the accuracy, or 
suitability for any use of these data, and no warranty
is expressed or implied. For more information please 
contact the SRWMD at 386-362-1001.
Map Created on 3/26/2018
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* (Precision Ag. is a 
 District wide project)

2018 Final Project List

_̂ Project Locations

!( City

1 = Accelerating Suwannee River Springs 
      Restoration through Rural Land Conservation
      and Management Incentives
2 = Alligator Creek Sewer Rehabilitation
3 = Archer Wastewater Systems Improvements
4 = Bee Haven Bay Water Resource 
      Development (WRD) Project
5 = Eagle Lake Phase II
6 = Fanning Wastewater Collection 
      System Expansion, Phase IV, WWTF
7 = Greenville Sewer System Improvements
      Phase 1
8 = Hunter Creek Aquifer Recharge Project
9 = Ichetucknee Springs Quality and 
      Quantity Enhancement
10 = Live Oak 2nd Street & Evelyn Avenue 
      Wastewater System Extensions, Phase I
11 = Live Oak Duval Street & 105th Road 
      Wastewater System Extensions
12 = Oakmont Reclaimed Water Main 
      Extension, Phase 3
13 = Precision Ag - 2
14 = Sampson Basin Drainage Wells/Bradford
      County Silviculture Water Yield Pilot Project
15 = Septic Tank Upgrade/Conversions in the 
      Fanning-Manatee Priority Focus Area
16 = Spring Sediment Removal and Habitat Restoration
17 = Sustainable Suwannee - Forestry Cost Share Pilot Project

_̂ Springs Restoration Project (16)
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Darrell Smith, Assistant Executive Director

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Ranking and Authorization for the Executive Director to Execute a Contract for Services 
for the Upper Suwannee River Regional Aquifer Recharge Project

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board approve 
the Ranking and authorize the Executive Director 
to execute a contract with the top ranked firm for
the Upper Suwannee River Regional Aquifer 
Recharge Project for an amount not to exceed 
$250,000.
BACKGROUND

The District received $2,500,000 in Springs funding from the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection to construct at least four aquifer recharge wells in August 2017.  This project is intended 
to build recharge facilities in the Upper Suwannee Basin that will capture flows from tributary 
streams during high flow events and put this water into the aquifer. Estimated recharge from these 
wells to the Upper Florida Aquifer is approximately 4MGD.

Staff has been working internally and with St. Johns River Water Management District staff to 
refine estimates and locations of the sites from the original proposal that was submitted during the 
public comment period for the North Florida Regional Water Supply Plan. The project is now ready 
to move forward with a qualified engineering firm to finalize siting and engineering design and 
permitting for the recharge wells and associated conveyances.

The staff committee selected the following firms from the engineering firms already under contract 
to the District.  Emphasis was placed on firms that had background in design, permitting and 
construction oversight of aquifer recharge facilities.  A background in MFL development was also 
desired since the Upper Suwannee MFL is under development.

The ranking is below:

1 HSW Engineering, Inc. Tampa
2 Atkins North America, Inc Tampa
3 Tetra Tech Stuart

Staff also requests authority to go to the next ranked firm if unsuccessful in executing a contract
with the firm. Funds are included in Fiscal Year 2018 Budget in budget code 06-2586-7-2201-33-
02.

RH/rl
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Governing Board

FROM: Darrell Smith, Assistant Executive Director

DATE: March 30, 2018

RE: Approval to Enter into Agreements with Two Agricultural Producers to Implement 
Low Input Rotations in Selected Locations

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Governing Board approve 
the Executive Director to enter into individual 
contracts with two agricultural producers to 
implement low input rotations in selected
locations for ten years and/or to negotiate a 
permanent easement with producers.
BACKGROUND

At the September 13, 2016, Governing Board Meeting, the Board approved the District to enter 
into a contract with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to receive 
$5,000,000 in springs funding for the Suwannee Low Input Agriculture Pilot Project.  Under this 
program, agriculture producers were invited to submit proposals to implement lower input 
rotations in their operations that will cost effectively reduce nutrients (nitrogen) in groundwater 
that contributes to spring flow.   

Lower input rotations include converting to silviculture, bahiagrass, or a sod based rotation 
using bahiagrass.

The District has received 22 applications for this program.  The program is limited to 200 acres 
per producer. Based on the evaluation criteria, two applicants are being recommended for 
incentive funding, with additional recommendations at future meetings. It is estimated that 
275,740 pounds of nitrogen loading to the groundwater will be reduced across 350 acres
($2.48 / pound of N), as well as 881 million gallons of water conserved ($0.77 / thousand 
gallon), over ten years.  Should the selected producers be amenable, staff will initiate 
negotiations for a permanent easement on the aforementioned property.

The total cost of the two projects for a ten-year agreement is estimated at $682,500.  The FDEP 
Springs Funding will contribute $682,500 or 100% of the projects costs. See Exhibit A
for a detail project cost and environmental benefit breakdown.

Funding for this program is included in the FY 2018 budget under account code 
06-2586-7-2400-06-03.

AED 7



Exhibit A

Applicant Springs Grant Amounts
For a 10 Year Agreement Acres

Benefit
Pounds N to Groundwater Reduced

&
Million Gallons Conserved

Michael Tice $390,000 200
52,000 Pounds of N

&
592 Million Gallons

Kevin Jackson $292,500 150
223,740 Pounds of N

&
289 Million Gallons

TOTAL $682,500 350
275,740 Pounds of N

&
881 Million Gallons

BHG/rl
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Governing Board 
 
FROM:  Hugh Thomas, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  March 30, 2018 
 
RE: District’s Weekly Activity Reports 
 
 
Attached are the weekly District activity reports.   
 
Please feel free to contact staff prior to the Governing Board meeting if you would like further 
information. 
 
HT/rl 
Attachments 
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Weekly Activity Report to Governing Board for February 18 - 24, 2018 

 

 

Executive / Management  

• Hugh Thomas presented at the Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation 

Committee confirmation hearing in Tallahassee. 

• Steve Minnis attended Week 7 of the 2018 Legislative Session in Tallahassee. 

 

Administrative and Operations 

• The Finance Team participated in a strategic planning meeting lead by Katelyn Potter 

and Joel Carnow. 

• Bill McKinstry completed natural community mapping of the Ware Forest Tract. 

• Edwin McCook met with Ivor Kincaid with Alachua Conservation Trust, and Mark Gluck 

to review Mark’s vision for Rock Bluff tract. 

 

Water Resources  

• Tom Mirti and Patrick Webster attended the City of Starke Commission meeting in 

Starke to present progress on Edwards Bottomlands Project. 

• Tom Mirti, Patrick Webster, Warren Zwanka, and Leroy Marshall held a coordination 

meeting with Lt. Raymond Shuford, Bradford County Emergency Management Director 

and other Bradford County staff concerning Sampson River clean out RIVER grant. 

 

Water Supply 

• David Christian attended the Florida Boating Infrastructure Grant Program meeting in 
Gainesville. Staff from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission presented 
information on grant opportunities related to boating, from both state and federal 
sources.   
 

Resource Management 

• Warren Zwanka and Stefani Weeks met with a member of the Springs Institute to 

discuss the WUP program and water use reporting. 

• Mary Diaz and Chrissy Carr attended the Turkey Creek HOA meeting in Alachua to 

discuss flooding issues. 

• Leroy Marshall and Ashley Stefanik attended a FEMA contractor meeting via phone. 

• SRWMD hosted an inter-district Water Well Permitting E-Reg module development 

meeting. 

• Stefani Weeks attended an Interagency Ag Team meeting held at the District. 
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Agriculture and Environmental Projects 

• Justin Garland and Ben Glass attended the Suwannee River Partnership Breakfast 

Meeting in Lake City. 

• Ben Glass attended the Nature Coast Regional Water Authority Meeting in Fanning 

Springs. 

• Ben Glass, Marc Minno, and Nick Swain attended the UF IFAS North Florida Research 

and Education Center Precision Agriculture Field Day. 

• Ben Glass attended the North Florida Regional Planning Council meeting in Lake City. 

 

Communications  

• Met with FDEP, NWFWMD, SJRWMD and SWFWMD to plan for Statewide Springs 

Campaign. 

• Judged local 4-H public speaking and demonstration contest. 

 

Announcements for the week of March 4 - 10. 

• No announcements. 
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Weekly Activity Report to Governing Board for Feb. 25 – March 3, 2018 

 

 

Executive / Management 

• Hugh Thomas presented at the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee confirmation 

hearing in Tallahassee. 

 

Legislative and Community Affairs 

• Steve Minnis attended Week 8 of the 2018 Legislative Session in Tallahassee. 

• Steve Minnis and Keith Rowell met with NWFWMD staff regarding small municipal utility 

assistance needs in Havana. 

• Ben Glass attended the Hamilton County BOCC Meeting regarding the Water 

Conservation Proclamation. 

 

Finance 

• Gwen Lord attended Certified Contract Negotiator Training in Tallahassee. 

 

Land Management 

• The Rock Bluff house renovations were completed. 

• District contractors conducted prescribed burns on the Woods Ferry and Peacock 

Slough. 

 

Resource Management 

• Leroy Marshall attended a meeting with the ACOE and FDEP to discuss the ERP 

operating agreement. 

 

Water Resources  

• No reporting activity. 

 

Minimum Flows and Minimum Levels 

• John Good spoke to the Live Oak Lion's Club on water planning, projects, and MFLs. 

• John Good and Dave Christian attended a state-wide MFL meeting at Weeki Wachee 

Springs State Park called by the FDEP Office of Water Policy.  

• John Good, Dave Christian, and Greg Trotter participated in a Webinar facilitated by the 

SJRWMD regarding the flooding of Paynes Prairie and US 441 during Hurricane Irma. 

 

Water Supply 

• Amy Brown attended the 2018 4th Annual Winter Water Seminar in Tallahassee. 

• Eliza Breder cross-trained with staff from Resource Management on wetland 

assessments. 

EO 4



Page 2 of 2 
 

Hydrological Data 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Agriculture and Environmental Projects 

• Ben Glass attended the 42nd Annual Tri-County Peanut Production Meeting in Branford. 

• Pat Webster and Kevin Flavin Conducted multiple field reviews of the Edward Bottom 

Lands Project. 

• Bob Heeke conducted multiple field reviews along the Middle Suwannee Project. 

 

Communications 

• District staff completed and transmitted the 2018 Consolidated Annual Report. 

• District staff met with staff from the Cedar Key UF Biological Station to discuss 

partnership opportunities and support.  

 

Announcements for the week of March 11-17. 

• The District will hold its monthly Governing Board Meeting and Workshop on March 13th 

at the District Office beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
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Weekly Activity Report to Governing Board for March 4 - 10, 2018 

 

 

Executive / Management 

• Governing Board Members Virginia Johns and Virginia Sanchez were confirmed by the 

Florida Senate. 

• Hugh Thomas was confirmed in his position as SRWMD Executive Director by the 

Florida Senate. 

 

Legislative and Community Affairs 

• Steve Minnis attended Week 9 of the 2018 Legislative Session in Tallahassee. 

• Keith Rowell met with former Governing Board Member Mr. John Finlayson along with 

BJ Jamison and Steve Rockwood of FWC to discuss concerns related to Sneads 

Smokehouse Lake in Jefferson County. 

Finance 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Land Management 

• District contractors conducted a small salvage timber harvest on the Osteen tract. 

• Land Management staff completed the conservation easement inspections on the Deep 

Creek Plantation. 

• Land Management staff completed a vegetative inventory on the Steinhatchee Springs 

tract. 

• District contractors conducted a prescribed burn on Mallory Swamp. 

• Land Management staff sent out an RFP for management services for the RO Ranch. 

• Land Management staff assisted communications staff with videotaping at various 

springs as part of the Florida Springs Initiative. 

 

Resource Management 

• Leroy Marshall and Warren Zwanka met with members of the Oak Woodlands POA in 

Hamilton County to discuss subdivision drainage problems. 

 

Water Resources  

• No reporting activity. 

 

Minimum Flows and Minimum Levels 

• Louis Mantini responded to a request from Paul McDavid, Bradford Co. Soil and Water 

Conservation Board, to evaluate a disturbed site on the north shore of Sampson Lake. 
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Water Supply 

• Amy Brown and Eliza Breder participated in the DEP-lead effort to update the format and 

guidelines for regional water supply plans. 

• Amy Brown, Eliza Breder, and staff from Resource Management met with agricultural 

irrigation technicians to review the draft irrigated lands coverage that will be used for 

agricultural growth projections. 

• John Good, Eliza Breder, Dave Christian, and Greg Trotter met with SJRWMD staff to 

discuss methodologies to estimate historical water use. 

 

Hydrological Data 

• Ross Davis met communications staff at Little River Springs to conduct flow 

measurements as well as be interviewed for the District’s Springs Campaign Video. 

 

Agriculture and Environmental Projects 

• Ben Glass attended the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners Meeting 

regarding the 2018 Water Conservation Proclamation. 

• Ben Glass attended the 42nd Annual Tri-County Peanut Production Meeting in Branford. 

• Pat Webster and Kevin Flavin conducted multiple site inspections of the Edwards 

Bottomlands Project. 

• Bob Heeke conducted multiple site inspections along the Middle Suwannee Project. 

 

Communications 

• Katelyn Potter published a press release highlighting water conservation practices 

through irrigation practice changes that coincide with Daylight Saving Time.  

• Staff worked with team members from the Office of Finance to host an offsite meeting to 

develop a mission, vision and strategic plan for the group to guide planning.  

 

Announcements for the week of March 18-24. 

• No announcements. 
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Weekly Activity Report to Governing Board for March 11 - 17, 2018 

 

 

Executive / Management 

• Virginia Johns and District staff participated in the Holly Hills groundbreaking ceremony 

of the improved stormwater retention ponds.  

 

Legislative and Community Affairs 

• Ben Glass attended the Lafayette County Board of County Commissioners meeting 

regarding their proclamation recognizing April as Water Conservation Month. 

• Ben Glass attended the Suwannee River League of Cities quarterly meeting. 

• Keith Rowell attended the Columbia County Board of County Commissioners meeting 

regarding their proclamation recognizing April as Water Conservation Month. 

 

Finance 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Land Management 

• Land Management conducted a prescribed burn on Adams tract and on Little River tract. 

 

Resource Management 

• Warren Zwanka and Stefani Weeks attended the North Central Florida Water Well 

Association meeting in Chiefland. 

 

Water Resources  

• No reporting activity. 

 

Minimum Flows and Minimum Levels 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Water Supply 

• Amy Brown attended the Potable Reuse Commission meeting in Kissimmee. The 

commission is tasked with developing a framework for potable reuse in Florida. 

 

Hydrological Data 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Agriculture and Environmental Projects 

• Pat Webster conducted a site inspection of the Edward Bottom Lands Project. 

• Bob Heeke conducted multiple site inspections along the Middle Suwannee Project. 

• Bob Heeke conducted a site visit at Pot Springs. 
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Communications 

• Field and land management staff participated in a True Colors training similar which 

assesses personality preferences in decision making, communication, work 

environments and other aspects of life.  

 

Announcements for the week of March 25-31. 

• No announcements. 
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Weekly Activity Report to Governing Board for March 18-24, 2018 

 

 

Executive / Management 

• Al Alexander, Darrell Smith, Steve Minnis, Pat Webster, and Keith Rowell met with 

Edward Dean, Town of Greenville Manager, and the Town’s consultant regarding their 

springs project application. 

 

Legislative and Community Affairs 

• Keith Rowell, with Steve Minnis participating via telephone, met with representatives 

from NWFWMD and the Florida Rural Water Association in Tallahassee regarding 

issues affecting small utilities. 

• Ben Glass attended the Levy County Board of County Commissioners meeting 

regarding their proclamation recognizing April as Water Conservation Month. 

• Ben Glass attended the Lake City Council meeting regarding their proclamation 

recognizing April as Water Conservation Month. 

• Ben Glass attended the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council meeting in 

Lake City. 

 

Finance 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Land Management 

• Staff met with FDEP representatives to discuss management of Stephen Foster tract. 

• Edwin McCook met with FWC and National Wild Turkey Federation to review potential 

youth turkey hunt opportunities on District land. 

 

Resource Management 

• Stefani Weeks attended the Interagency Ag Team meeting hosted by the District. 

• Leroy Marshall attended the ERP Anti-Drift meeting in Maitland. 

 

Water Resources  

• No reporting activity. 

 

Minimum Flows and Minimum Levels 

• Darrell Smith and John Good attended a meeting with the North Florida Utility 
Coordination Group at the SJRWMD in Palatka. 

• Louis Mantini and Vince Robinson conducted an assessment of derelict boats and other 
navigation hazards on the Suwannee River. 
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Water Supply 

• Amy Brown and Eliza Breder, and Greg Trotter met with the SJRWMD planning staff in 

Palatka for a meeting on water supply planning and historical water use estimation. 

• Amy Brown and Eliza Breder, along with staff from Agriculture and Environmental 

Projects Team, participated on the Inter-District Quarterly Phone Conference 

Conversation regarding ongoing initiatives statewide. 

 

Hydrological Data 

• Ross Davis and Mark Hinz recorded discharge data measurements on Seven Springs in 

Taylor County. 

 

Agriculture and Environmental Projects 

• Steve Minnis and Pat Webster met with Ed Booth, City of High Springs Manager, and 

the City’s consultant regarding a potential springs project. 

• Pat Webster and Kevin Flavin conducted site inspections of Edwards Bottom Lands. 

• Bob Heeke conducted site inspections along the Middle Suwannee Project. 

• Kris Eskelin conducted site inspections of the Camp Kulaqua and Levy Blue springs 

projects. 

 

Communications 

• No reporting activity. 

 

Announcements for the week of April 1 – 7. 

• No announcements. 
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